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CHAPTER I. 



I 



r 

'\ Are the refinements and delicate sensibilities 
<rf the spirit confined to the highborn and po- 



They are undoubtedly the offspring 
of nature : education supplies their place only 
by the substitutes of affectation. Though po- 
verty may crush, though wretchedness and evil 
habits may corrupt and extinguish them, yet 
they throb in the breast of the lowly, during 
the days of youth, and are not always banished 
even by the rigours of manhood. They dwdl 
under tlie painted lodge of the barbarian, and 
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i^^thtiy bu^n'even ia the heart of, Ai^ beo%h(|ad 
.heathen. /». -..^ 

I^t us'4ancy the inoonlight ^lieamiag^ Qy/^r 
the lake of Tezcuco. The mocfti binb^f Jirst 
quarter, and the evening^star^ ^mo^t her tiii^l 
in lustre and magnitMcle, precedes her )q (he 
blue paths of- the west.- The golden radftatii^e 
of sunset tjrembles no more oo the mountain 
peaks; but the thin vapours floating through 
the zenith, are yet gleaming fedntly with the 
last expiring glories of day. The birds are at 
rest m the garden of Mexico^-^all save the 
little madrugadores, that yet chirp merrily iu the 
trees, and the centzontli, who leaves her ravish- 
ing melody i to mock them w{th 1Jiehr>owR mudk, 
made yet more musical. Thie'bre^' sleeps 
among the dotids,. or h stits only through the 
poplar kaves, and its^ m$tling sound is mingUd 
with the hum of a thousand ^locturnal iqsects. 
In such a night, one forgets ^at man is^ hot 
an angel. We see not the frown of malevolence 
in the sky ; wie hear not the step of theTjetrayer 
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from the leaf, admonish us of the tears that are 
sfred^itf^^jiitl'd'by^in^orrow. Indueh a night, 

'tH^ ^li^of th^ kkdl are kindest, the thoughts 
'i)f^the{iuH9 piiredt i y^th gathers adbout it the 

'%lat)fl^'<^ bop«i) dnd hop^ wbisperi^ in the voice 

>fiff<itiSfeet]«ri. At such a tifne^ it is good to look 
y^^tim heart&of theyoutfafui^ and forget the 

'exdteinents of yearsi A draught from the 
waters of 'CUtorius was fabled to extinguish the 
thirst for wine.* He who can creep into the 
bosoms of; the young, and drink of the foun- 
tain of rimiaoentaflS^ctuiDB, willtutrn with loath- 
isig from tlte impure and maddening^ currents, 
tfaatrrconvert:the:human'fftini]^:into a raop of 
inoral JBacdbsui^s* 

r Oho we think that smong.ttn^ worsbippersi of 
tKeieroci^iie Mesjitliy and the fierce invaders of 
his^peopJe^^thiM^ were none.wHh natures worthy 
of a b^ttter \ifMeU aad a nobler cause? Destiny 

'* Clitorio quicunque sitim de fonte lev^t 
' Vinafugit. ' Metdm. Lib, XV, 
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had thrown together two, at le^st» whos^ spirits 
were but little tainted with the evil of their 
place and their day, — in whom^ perhapi^ feeling 
rather than reason, had set a talisman that left 
them incorruptible. A good heart is to «aan 
what the galvanic bar of the philosopher was 
to the ship^s copper'-sheathing. It gives this 
protection, at least, that, through the ^vhole 
voyage of life, it preserves the integrity of the 
vessel. The barnacle and the remora will in- 
deed deaden its course, but the metal remains 
clean and bright : the billows of the world 
waste their corrosive powers only on the protec- 
tor. Morality itself is two-fold ; it is of the 
head and of the heart The first belongs to 
the philosopher, the second to the poet. The 
one is an abstraction of reason ; the other an 
exhortation of passion. The morality of the 
head is the only one that is just ; but it is love*- 
liest and best when the heart enforces its pre- 
cepts. With good hearts, Juan Lerma and the 
princess of Mexico, moved a,mong the corrup- 
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s of dtiperstition; uncorrtipted;' and pre- 
served td thetnselres, unabated and an^ullied', 
the piire arid geiitfc feelings, which tiature had 
showered bpoti them at their birth. 

If he oaooh, falling aslant upon the garden^ 
lighted fhie countenances of the young Spanish 
exile and the orphan child of Montezuma, as 
they rested upon the summit of a Uttle artificial 
hiouad, ornamented with carved stone seats and 
rude statuary, constructed for the purpose of 
overlooking the walls. The visage of the 
Christian was illumined by pensive smiles, and 
his lips breathed gently and fervently the ac- 
cents that were sweetest ' to the ears of the 
Indian maiden. But did he discourse of worldly 
affection and passion to one so ignorant and 
artless ? A nobler spirit animated the youth. 
He spoke of the faith of Christians, and la- 
boured with more than the zeal, though not 
perhaps with the wisdom, of the missionary, to 
impress its divine truths upon the mind of his 
hearer. If his arguments Were $omewhat less 



cOtgetit and logical than ndight faaTebcfen«|Siok€it| 
it must be retnembered that His* religion .wab 
like that which will perha{)s b^ng^o die sia«* 
jority of Christians to th^ end of the -world,-** 
a faith of the heart, which the head has not been 
accustomed to canvass, • ' < 

He directed her eyes to the moon, to tfae 
evening star, and to those other celestial wan« 
derers, by which the heart of man was " secretly 
enticed,'' even before the days of the perfect 
man of ITz. 

" They are the little bright heroes that hang 
down from the house of Ometeuctli, king of th€ 
city of heaven,*^ said the poor infldel^ — **all 
save Meitlij'' (the inooii,) «* who- is the king of 
night, brother of TonatricU,*' (the sun,) « god 
of the burning day. This is what they say <rf 
the two gods: There were men ^bn ihe^arth, but 
wicked : the ancient gods, the sons erf Ipalne- 
moani, killed them. Then Ometeuctli sent forth 
from the city of heaven his sons, who de- 

» 

scended to Mictlan, — the dark hell, — by the 
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tato«, iin^ArtheLiEigbf I}ei!(^i^fs^^aQd stol^ tba 
hdims^ oteD^ijdiait Mictito&teu^U had he^p^4' 
up-/iiii.kis jdavertC The soos of Ometeuctli 
sptkJkled ^^ jbcxDtiB with itheir blood ; and these 
men lived again, and th& sona of Ometeuctli 
\i9^ their: Tiders and lathers. But the earth 
was darky-«^t was. night over the world, and 
the only figfat was the fire, which they kindled 
and kept burning in the vale of Teotihuacan. 
The sons of Ometeuctli pitied the men they 
had revived-; and) to give them light, they 
bttirimd themselves in, the fi re* Qm^t ^uct^U, th^eir 
fadier, then pl^^d them in. the sky,r— Tona- 
tbdii, thefirs^ bofn, tp be the sun, Afje^tli. to be 
tbe moon^ and the: o^biei^9 tp,. be^ stars. So 
tjhey.hang in heaven, t]amed to fire; and me|:i 
built pyiramld^ to tbemy on the place of burn- 
ing, IMEcoatl, the Field of Death.* They are 
very good ^od^,;fQr they shine upon us." 

* The vale of San Jaan de Teotibuacair, where stand the 
great pyramids of the Siin and Moon, and the smaller mounds 
erected to the Stars. 
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^' Forget these idle fkbles," said Sum, wi^.j^ 
gentleness much more judicious than any sseal 
could have been* " Forget, too, JMkxitli,. Pai*^ 
Tialton, Quetzalcoatl, Centeotl^ and ike thour; 
sand vain beings of imagination, mtl\ which 
your priests have peopled the world. Think 
only of the great Teotl, whom you have called 
Ipalnemoani, — the great God, the only God, — 
for there is no other than He, and the rest are 
but fables. Yonder moon and stars are not 
divinities^ but great globes like this on which 
we live ; and to worship them is a sin — it ang€^« 
Ijpalnemoani, who is the only God, — the Crea<» 
tor, — whom all men worship, though und^r 
different names. Worship but IpahemoOT, 
and in mode as I will tell thee, and thou art 
already almost a Christian.'*' 

*^ But is not Christ another god of the Spa^ 
niards ?" said the maiden doubtfully* 

" The Son of God, a portion of God, and 
God himself," replied the Christian, launching 
at once into all the theological metaphysics with 



/ 
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which he was acquainted, and succeeding in 
cbijfetin^rig* the mind ef the poor barbarian, 
wifteat Mttig tety sensible of the conft^sion of 
hi^ owtti Bnt if be eould not teach her bow 
tO'dlBtiiiguisti' between categories*, hot r^wible 
to order and consistency by tl» poor aids of 
botilan language, be was aMe to interest her in 
the fate and character of the divine Redeemer, 
by no other means than that of reflating his his* 
tdry. And it is rfiis, to which men must chiefly 
leok for instruction, belief, and renovation^ 
without reference to dogmas and creeds; for 
here all find the unanimity of belief and feel- 
ing, Wbic1i''eittitles them to the clahns of fra^ 
temity. : 

-Wliifen'Juafi hati excited her sympathy in the 
ckaract^' of the Messiah, he began to discourse 
upon the object and ends of his mission. But 
uitf|>kutiat^ the doctrine of original sin, with 
which he set out, had in it something extremely 
repugnant to the rude ideas of the child of na- 
ture. It inferred' a native wickedness in all, to 

B 6 



ib^: bsttfi^hed ohlyib^'belifii^riand ii •ieeisEed^dt 
ono^'ta place Aer^ii» an liamUe'^iind ^idq^asdM 
Hgbt^ia tfa&«yes bt the yoaDgtC&rikiani ^c 

^* What haiB Zd^boatta ddfic^'' she «afd, with 
maidenly pide^ ^^thatthekii^g^scbrotberrtffaoald 
make her out mcked P' . » a ^ o • / ( 

At this ^|dic8tioii^ of itke! dootiihe^ Jnaxi 
was somewhat staggered in his onai beliigf. 
He looked at the mild eye$ of the oateohumen, 
beaming as from a spirit without stain avd with- 
out guile, and he said to hiimelf, ^^ How caj) 
this be? for she has known no • sih*.*'. dSis 
imagination waadered amoog, the momil. and 
•religious preeepts stored. in Us^hiengieiry, ^and 
settled' at last with the triumph vof <a >oontn>- 
yersialist, asl wsll as th^ satisfaedon'of -a Qhrie* 
tian, iipon the first rol^s of > the. dicaloguB^H^ 
broken in ignorance, and therefore he doubted 
not, easily atorted. He told h^er that the^w^r- 
ship of false gods was a sin^iandju^mager shown 
to idols of wood and stone .an iniquily ; and 
these being common to all benighted .people, 
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ibe !>;3iil3sfied imnscKi «h4 ' perha}h Ibierf ' tlMit 
^tUsiyi sfjereiuimmitfflrBble proofs of tb^ existence 
of nattsridi depi^iiTa^i^ Bot a Btmnger >light 
iim ^ijumwdc UpoBitte .ips^^dV mind when 
M&ad$owiduMsi^0sdt3i.in the scene of blood- 
shed, comnienced long sinDeinithe days of her 
iOiB^ andinovf^iaboiit to be terHoikated in a war 
b£iiiassaere. 

c 1 **! He of whom I speiak," he said, "came 
into 1^ woidd, ui order that these things should 
oease. He offers men peace and good- will; 
and whfin men acknowledge him and follow 
bis commandB, peace and good'^wilL will reign 
oiser-^tbe whole' world. Think not, because 
-mty^ ootsnirymw are Bometiraes-^unjiast^, ami 
-dPidty eriiel, dia4 oui^ divine Lesder is the kss 
4ix]n)^i>;> ^ese at« the wtckedo^sses .of their 
'imtiive, not yet removed by full or.'!just belief; 
far the belief of some is insufficient) of others 
perverted, anfd some^ though they profess it, 
have oo belief at all. Know, then, that our 
rdi%ion, justly considered, and with a pure 
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iJHivd^ol ^Msh, has its gre^t- ^k«hMf in^f^d- 
^(^. It teaches love of hiaav^^ ^n^ e^iildfy, 
love of man* It denomio^s ^^ Wdngido^, 
who is as a fire, bufmng- af^ Ay 'the is&risHhsit 
bind men together in happi*ie8^;:^«ihi-4t^-^4lfaafits 
the good man, w^ho unites hi^ i<&lld«^ iU-^'dSeO' 
tion. It puTiishfes vicious d^eeds^-miidif&ibids 
evil thoughts ; for with these^ there can be' do 
happiness and peace. This it does upon ea^b ; 
and it prepares for the world beyond the g<ra¥e, 
in which no human passion or infirmity can 
disturb the perfect purity and ewjoynieiit, of 
which the immortal spirit is cdpable.^ 

Thus be conversed, and thus, guided by the 
native bias of his mind, dwelt upon that fea- 
ture of our heavenly faith, of which it requires 
no aid of enthusiastic^ to peiKieive the aoiinble- 
ness and beauty. ^^ Peace and good-will to 
all!''* There is a charm in the holy sentence, 

♦ Acccrding to the Vulgate, the good tidings of great 
joy offered peace only ** to men of good*will,'* — pax h&minu 
bus bona voluntatis, — which, whether the translation be right 
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-ol\twiQ^ Ibe r¥«tpl| ward ^ud .9ynop(»ft of, ,F%}«H> 
tllWi.tbryiU rlQ ibfl hiefaf t9 >ey.en of tbpse^ who,^ to 
^ohtouBi, itli« li9^ igHBfOftaUty, of .renown, are 
twXAin^'M §^phs^^ga k for the w^Frcry of the 
rliKBb^Hitiv i^e; Fi». ^%^ / of a hero. - 
3'»il£hu9 /«r^ fli^lv the heart of the Indian 
.inside .w#s aoflifned, and .tears, not of peni- 
tence, ft^r ijt never . eiitered her mind that she 
had any. tbiog to repent,— tears of gentle and 
plefksurable emotion stole into her eyes, as she 
U^teped.to tenets explained by one so revered 
andbdoved. 

. " The religion that my lord loves* is good ; 
. mid Zekbualla shall know no other." 

"Grod be praised f<H* this," said Juan, fer- 
vently; /^for ndw is the desir^ of my heart 

iulfiUed^ mne errand sbocomplished; and I will 

■. , . * • ' 

or wrong, undoubtedly destroys the sublimity of the con- 
ception, by narrowing down the benevolence of the deity, 
; «nd deprives of the blessing of peace, that majority of 
nxio, who» not being men of good-will, haye the greatest 
need of it. 
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die^ wbeir/'I am called, cbto^dlI^';r>.4tiioifihg 
thdiX tihom wilt follow me td beiaiVfin.' >N(M|r(^ 
Lperoeivie tliat heiaven- ^orkx ga^An mironife 
CcHlunes. Tliie uojiaeries that £ Imnre ImlentGd^ 
•^the hatred of Don Hernatt, *? the malice jikf 
my foes, my downfall my cf)iidtomaitisai,';»«+ 
what were they but /the sttopsb that ..hail^^ led 
me to effect thy con version and 3alvi|tion\P 
God be praised for all things { and XS^od grant 
that the seeds of the true faith, now sown in 
thy heart, may grow and flourish, till- trans- 
planted into paradise T 

Thus saying, Juan fell upon bis knees, and 
invoked blessings upon the proselyte, wh«& 
knelt beside him, confirmed greatly in hernew 
creed by the evident pletoure her conversioi^ 
if it could be «o called, had given him. r . ;: 

^^ Enow now, Zelahualla,^ he said, as: he 
raised her from the ground, and folded h^r in 
an embrace that had more of the gentle aiFec- 
tion of a brother, than the ardent passion of 
a lover, ^^ that now thou art dearer to me than 
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ja^Ilithe'^WodijUIb^side. WhSe thou) wsvtl « wot* 
ebippeKof .liddbsl I wept foi5 theis ; vkom tiadtt 
tiion-HTt ffl'OkriBtiaa^ I love thee; and throitgk 
ifidi'T storm of i \^ar, that is gathering arousul 
tjieeylitrilbt^nuiki to protect thee, and if need 
te,itop«fiBh by^thy side.'* 
- o^VWhiat my Iwdils^^iliat will I be," said the 
yoaiorg piiDCess, with such looks of confiding 
affaatioH aB belong to the unsophisticated child 
of xiature — ** Yes, Zelahualla will be a Chris- 
tian, — Juan's Christian,"— 'for she had been 
long since instructed to pronounce the name of 
her young f rrend*-*^^^ and she will think of none 
biiit hini-r*7 

'/ r'Sh!e:^used suddenly, and disengaged her* 
sdff' from the arms of the Castilian, who, look- 
ing round, beheld almost at his side, surveying 
himjwith manifest satisfaction, the young king 
of Mexico* The gorgeous mantles of state 
were upon his shoulders, the golden sandals 
and copilii^ or crown, bedecked his feet and 
head; and tbmigh no sceptre-bearers or other 
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noble attendants followed at his heels, his ap- 
pearance was not without dignity^ and eVed ** 



J'? . 



majesty. ^ ' '^^' 

JJjd stepped forward, and taking the prinde^'^^' 
by the hand, said to Juan, v ' - 



" The Centzontli is the king's sister; ---thus * 
said I when Montezuma Itv^d ho more ; for 
the Spaniards have killed tlie sons of the tcing, -^ 
and who remains to be her brother ? It is 
enough — the Eagle of the east is the king's 
brother. The king will speak with his bro- 
ther." 

At this signal, the maiden stooped humbly 
over Guatimozin^s hand, kissed it with mitlgled 
love and respect, and immediately stole from 
the mound. . . 

** My brother beheld me among iaay people,"*''^ 
said Guatimozin, as soon as she was gofoe. ' 
*• What thinks he of the warriors of Mexico ?"" ^ 

'^ They are numerous as the sands and 
leaves. But hear the words of him who knows 
the Spaniards as well as the Mexicans. Before 
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a blow is struck^ speak good things to Cortes. 
Acknowledge thyself the vassal of Spain^ and 
rule for ever/' 

■ ■ - * " 

" Is my brother yet a Spaniard ? and does 
he teU me this thing ?^ 

Jf I anger thee, yet must I speak ! for I 
speak with the heart of gne grateful to thyself 
and friendly to the race of Montezuma. As a 
true Spaniard, I should counsel thee to resist ; 
for resistance would excuse rapacity. How 
wilt thou fight upon this island with thine 
enemies round about thee ? They will sit 
down and sleep, while the king perishes with 
huipger." 

" The houses are garhers," replied Guati- 
mozin;i proudly : " There is food provided for 
many days; and how shall the big ships see 
the peasant'^s canoe^ when it brings Qorn in the 
night time ?^ 

^' The lake is broad« but thou knowest not of 
all the craft and skill of thy foes. Think then 
of this: can a man drink the water of the salt 
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lafeff!aiid canals P? A^reithes^fi^intii^k^tefm^ 
under the mountaimP Th« 'S|7amiLiNk t4f^ 
tear tbem up from the caus^w^jB'i^^ahdMfM^ 
warriors will despair for drittbi'^' ' '^' ' -' - " 

^^ Is Guatimoain a fool f* exdkiihed tfee^yal 
barbarian, with a. laugh; " Tbe^^ ^iiAini^ haV^' 
begun to falU ^nd for seveu^ md»lfait^ 4he is^ ' 
will be my fountain. Is not Malltit^ki tn^J 
that he should besiege me at this ^l^sdtif He 
is not a god !** ^ - -/ 

" Were it for thrice Seven months,'* said 
Juan, **be assured that Cortes wiir still remain 
by thy city, awaiting its downfall.*- ■ " 

•* And what shall be done 1)y the waiiridri 
of Mexico ? Will they loc4c from the ^ M^hS; - 
and wring their hands, till hd depart^?- 3Pot' 
every grain of corn in the gan^^fs of T^tipcli* ' 
titlan, there i^ an arrow in the quiv^^s ^ tHe^ 
warriors. Count the bones that lie in th^ 
ditches of Taeuba,-«^numb^ the bearded skulls - 
that are piled on the Huitzompan, the trophies 

* Mexican months, of twenty days each. 
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^j<j^$^ ifi^lA'the* gfianiaindi^in the ntgfaiiaf thair 
f^btjTi-r^bemidre aot so ttia»y Kvmg mettin ifae 
C9p||p ;^;M^ui^iii^ as penshed that night when 
we drove them firomMe^i<io/' ' 

if^cP^Pft |bp«i hold^ then, for Dodging the two 
h^mf}.rQ(itbf>iu5«(i[^ Tla^ealans, Tezcucans, Chal- 
qji^e^tll'otdQaie^ a»d other tribes, that follow 

.t* There are but three roads to Mexico- 
Can they hurt me from the shores ?" 

:>^ The sblpa al'e fourteen more ; and by and 
by^ tJUerewiU be no canoe that swims the lake, 
but will bear the soldiers of Don Heman. 
Thibkrjiot resistance i6an do aught but protract 
t||9r£9i4 of thine «|nplre, and inc^ea^ the miseries 
ofc^ stel^eat^v . Its history is written. Heaven 
i&(|^gry>with your gods and with your acts* 
T>be Uood of human sacrifices, detestable in 
tha eyesof divinity^ calls for revenge. Alas^ 
thiou. didst this day condemn a poor Spaniard to 
the altar, and thus stain thine installation with 
cruelty ! God will punish the Mexicans for 
this.^ 



TheeyefcpftJukrimozmflac^hed iftthe iiK)on-. 
light with indignation. . - .^ 

- "Isnotth^ prii^oner,'*he *criei(l;^*Hhfe'prey 
of the victor? The Spaniard bums the caj:)tive 
in the shoulder, and makes him 'a Hkvd. 
Which i» cruel ? The prisoriiBr and the Motf 
^e give to the gods— it is gbod/i 'D&Iifife » 
Eagle ever behold a Mexican chain men '!fO''1a 
.stake^ and bum them with fire ? Yet he daw 
Malintzin burn the Chief of Nauhtlan and tlife 
fifteen wamors, in the psdace-yard^ in a great 
fire made with Mexican bows and arrdwsf 
Which, then, is cruel T - ^ 

*< This act I wiH not defend," said Juan, 
"audit Wad my presumption in c^nsiiriii^ftV 
that madeCort^ mj enemy. But, prince, 'fi^t 
us «peak of these things no more, for oUf 
atguifients ^ake not each other*s minds. Let 
me speak of myself, for it is just thou shouldM 
know my resolve. I am thy friend, but I will 
not lift my hand against my countrymen." 

The countenance of the king darkened : 
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/Ms n©t the Great Pagle bnwr^f He fcars 
his enemies !" 

, *'^ J ff^^r.nqthing,'''^ said Juao^ with coosicious 
di|[nity, " , else: wouW I speak no , worda 
to lose Jhy favour. I will be thy prisooer^ thy 
s^orifice^ if: thou wilt. — I laiQent the fate that is 
coming upon . thee, but I cannot 6ght ib thy 
caMse."" 

Guatimossin eyed htm earnestly^ as if to read 
his. soul ; and then said, a little s(^tly, 

^^ The Great Eagle knows all .things; he 
shall Jcest in the palace all day^ and at night 
speak wise things to the king." 

/^Neither in this can I aid diee/' replied 
J^an, resolutely. " What I know of religion 
and moral duties, — nay, all that I know of dvi- 
Ij^^d arts, that are not military, — this much 
\ fim free to ^epmmunicate ; but nothing more* 
I Qan no mpre help thee to fight with my know- 
ledgei than with my arm.*^' 

This was a declaration of principles some* 
what above the powers of the in6del to appre- 



liA-b I'li..' 



fleridUft displeasure, lie i66k 1^iin by fte^drti, 
aifd spoke sterriy arid ev^n tri^tticifigly :^ " * ''' 

^•^ The failh of a Cbri^lan -K^hdi ^a* df^'a 
M^iean. The Indi4|ifeins*fe- fees and the 
jfoes of his fHe&d : the Chri^fen^'for^s- Ws 
friend when hia fWetidki» ti-<>able.^ ' ^^^ '^^ 

Juatt was stung by the teproaiih, and re!^H^ 
with empbaM^ : 

** The king took me from the prisen-hotrse 
of Tezcuco: the bloek was in waiti*ng for me. 
Who talk^ to mfe of prions isind of bldckis, 
before Olin came to the g^dfen ?^ 

Guatimozin grasped his hand, 'and ^pbke 
with iinpetuofiity,-*^ ■}■- i' 

: " I hai?«'said4hetblng5thatWs falfi»;{^ 
brother does no;? forget' his friendv - He did' a 
good deed to Olin; why should he tirrn Bis lace 
from Guatimozin ? W«srOIin in grea'^r'dk- 
tress than the king, beset by enemies who 
cannot be counted P My brother has lodked 
in the face of the Centaontli^ my sister.^-* The 
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,jpr|pce5^ of the acit j, and the kil^gs of the tirib^s, 

Jiifl^ve^^aaidfj eaph Qoe, * ^iva uie tbe^ daughter of 

Moutez^m^i mil w4U die for Me^co*^ But 

thg kji?g thought of his brother* Thifs it 

3?J^aJJ, ]^e ; .the:;<ireat Eagle diall take the prin- 

^i^s^j^f. l^s wifef and be a Mexican ; and then 

when GuatiiQ02in entreats hini to strike his foe, 

.he. will qall upon hi$ god of the cross, — the 

Mexitli of the Spaniards, — and strike with all 

hi3 £oree. Is it not so ?^' 

,5 '^ Prince}" s^d Jukn, sadly, '* even this 

(^qot b^. According to our thoughts, there 

are sins of the deepest turpitude in acts which 

,3(pur ct^sConiQ cause yon to esteem TiHues. The 

Spaniard may change his countary, butfae can- 

.i^fcl^iecfwe'thefoe of his' cownltry«ien* What 

. wpuld$t : thou think, of one of thine own people 

.^TT^hyfri^nds) thy subject-^ whom thou sbouldst 

iind amcmg the Spaniards, and aiming his 

il^eapon against tbeeP*' 

" There are many thousands of them,'' said 
(S^uatimozin, giving way to passion. " Ma- 



24 CORTES, OR 

lintzitt fights with weapons more destructive 
than the big thunder-pipes. He goes among 
the serfs that pay tribute, and he says, * Pay 
no more^ — Is it not better to be free ?* Thus 
he seduces them. But my brother shall think 
of this again. And now he shall eat and 
sleep.*' 

So saying, and perhaps thinking it unwise 
to pursue his designs at the present nioment, 
he drew Juan from the mound, and was lead- 
ing him towards the palace, when the sound of 
voices and footsteps came from the bottom of 
the garden, accompanied by the fierce barking 
of Befo, who was still confined in the cage. 

" Now do I remember me,'* said Juan, with 
a feeling of shame, "that I have suffered the 
noble animal—^' 

But his words were cut short by an unex- 
pected circumstance. No sooner had his voice 
sounded, than a wild cry burst from a neigh- 
bouring copse, and a female figure, pursued by 
Mexican warriors, rushed forwards, calling upon 
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him by name, and by a title that had never 
before blessed his ears. 

" Juan! Juan! my brother! oh, my brother I" 

It was Magdalena, — her hair disordered and 
drooping in the damp air of evening, her face, 
as far as it could be seen in the imperfect light, 
pde and distracted. No sooner did her eyes 
behold him than she redoubled her speed, and 
throwing herself upon his neck, she cried, with 
transports of emotion, while the pursuers ga- 
thered round in no little amazement^ 

** Oh, Juan I my brother ! pardon me and 
forgive me ; for I am your sister, — ^yes, your 
sister, your own sister,— and I have come to 
die with you !" 

Confounded as much by the strange decla- 
ration as by her presence, Juan endeavoured 
gently to disengage himself from her embrace, 
but all in vain. She clasped his neck with 
tenfold strength, weeping and exclaiming he 
scarce knew what; and, though much affected, 
he began to think that sorrow and passion had 
VOL. m. c 
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turned her 'brain. Whfit therefor^ vas.ids 
surprise, vheii he gathered from her Jiieohel*ei^ 
exclamations, that Caxnarga, the raafikiiig 
stranger, who had, ihi three aewral oe^isTons, 
betrayed such an unaecountable desiiieto'ti|ke 
his life, had, even with hiE dying lip^,' pisoh 
nounced them brother, and sister. His heart 
thrilled at the thought ; for his affectioii tot 
the singular being whose destiny of mourning 
was so like bis own, bad ever been great, 
though chilled and pained by the bdi^ of her 
un worthiness. He pursued the idea with a 
thousand questiotie, the answers to whieh pro- 
voked bis curiosity, while they damped hisbope. 
Was Camarga their father? and was he dead? 
What did he say ? What,^*--no inore than Ms 
— ' He was her brother?' No mocie ? And jqo 
one alive to confirm the story? *VAIas!" he 
said, his thoughts revertingto what he lemem*- 
bered of bis childhood ; '^ this ftincy bas mad^ 
me as distracted as thyself. Ciuuarga was a 
dreamer— ran evident madraaa.- J/y father 
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lUedtat IvabelA in the Island; for was not I 
ad^^ift side? < This oanoot be^ Magdalena^*^ 
,^£odire. thy self pxf longer.^ 
<..V Speak not to me of deceit^ my broth^r-^for 
my brother thou art/' said Magdakna, vebe- 
-namtly. *^ Can my heart deceive me? Is it 
not the ^ork of heaven, seen in our whole life P 
Heaven kept thee<^yes, Juan, while heaven 
punished me the sin of neglected vows with the 
^rments of unavailing affection — it kept thee 
&om loving me as much, because thou wert my 
brother. Yes, this it is ! The angels spoke 
mth the lips of that man, who now lies dead 
on the Uke^siiki But what of that> JuanP 
l¥je will go to Cortefrr— I can win thy forgive- 
ness, jyas^ala&i I could have saved thee be- 
fore, but thou madest me mad. Why didst 
thou treat me to^ Juan? I was innocent"— 
indeed I was; and Hilario's recantation--oh 
lielieve me, I knew not of his murder, till it 
was accomplished ! ViUaffma kilkd him {torn 
fear, for Hilario bad discovered how he 

c 2 
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scuttled the ship ; and thus it was that Hila- 
rio gained Villafana to corroborate the false- 
hoods he spoke of me. I can make all clear to 
thee, indeed I can. — But now, dear Juan, cast 
me not off again, — ^for you are my brother. 
We will go to Cortes, — he will pardon thee. 
We will find out the friends of Camarga, 
and it must needs be that we shall discover all. 
And then I will go to a convent again^ — and 
then I care not what befalls me; for I shall 
have a brother in the world left to love me.** 

While Magdalena was pouring forth these 
wild expressions, for a tinie almost unconsci- 
ous of her situation in the heart of the ipagan 
city, and in the presence of so many barba- 
rians, Guatimozin, who had looked on with an 
astonishment that was soon converted into the 
darkest displeasure, turned to the capturers of 
Magdalena, who had ceased their pursuit the 
moment they beheld the king, and flung them- 
selves reverently at his feet. The Lord of 
Death, who made the like prostration, had as- 
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sumed an erect posture, in virtue of his high 
rapk. But bis looks wandered from the king 
to the Christian pair, whose endearments he 

watched with exceeding great satisfaction, and 

\.>- .or,' I y. t,' .- ■ 

indeed with exultation. 

'• * , '•' • - > -• • « * "... 

" What is this that I see P* said the king, in 

a low but §tem voice ; " and who hath brought 

'- ^ '■ ' ' • t r . ' ^ 

this woman to my garden ?" 

Masquazateuctli bent his head to the earth, 
replying with the complacency of one who has 
achieved a liappy exploit, — 

" The king made the Great Eagle of the 
East his brother ; he took him to the hill of 
Chapoltepec that his people might know him, 
and do him honour. Shall not Masquazateuctli 
do a good thing to the king^s brother ? He 
was sorry because of his loneliness in the king's 
garden^ and the Maiden of the Ea£t was afar in 
Tezcuco. I thought of this, and I crept to 
th^ gates, of Tezcuco : and I said^ ^ I will take 
a prisoner for the king, and perhaps 1 shall 
find a maiden with white brows; which will 
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gladtfiri the heart of the tfejg^« ■W(Mi6r.*' 
Mexitli was with me. Bbt I Mied '#e 'tniii^ 
th£it came vdth her, for I 6a# l§he' i^a^fiflbat 
daughter of a god, with eyes Mfce * tbe'-^fid# 
moon, of whom the king had spoki^ri, '^&to he 
came from Tezcuco alone, iMid niy heaH wn» 
very joyful. The Eagle is glad — he wiB 
not ask the king for the daughter of Motite- 
zuma !'' 

Guatimozin muttered a fierce interjection be<^ 
twixt his teeth, but replied with dignity, 

'* The Lord of Death ahould have spoken 
this to the king; but if he be angry, he re^ 
members that Masquazateuctli was Monte* 
zuma-s soldier. By and by, I will speak with 
him in the palace. — I hav« ^ttdd.'^ 

The Lord of Death, thus dismissed, and not 
a little mortified at such insufficient tbudcs;, 
beckoned to his followers and departed. 

Guatimozin strode up to the Christiaiii^ and 
touching Juan on the dioulder, said, with a 
stern voice, .. 
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f ^rSKfe^t |fa|Ji>?the king say^ of ^his brotbf f[, tp 
thjgcidaj^ht^r of Montezuma?" 

:.,r3Phgr.fK)l9>JJr w^ed ioto Joatfs cheeks; but 
Ha teplfed iij(|0^ilM^ely, and eveivfinaly, 

. :*SiTfe>t,h§.JWn^ her $iiter, to wham^ for l^is 
Qwn jB^§«i bfitiptftys her to be kiud and gen- 

th^;' ' : 

*^:I>5eainy btoth^r tell mediis?" said the 
king, starting. " The Great Eagle said he was 
alone in the worlif with none of his kin re- 
maining.'^ 

: ^^ And ^o I thought, until this hour/' said 
Juan^ not wUhput embarrassment : ^^ and now 
must I tell the kingy that though I call this 
maiden my j$}»ter, and pray heaven she. may 
prove so, yet neither e^e i\(X I bf|V^ fiught upon 
wfaic^ to found our beKefj but the words of one 
whom the Lord of Death- kiUed» when he seized 
her." : , 

' . €ruatiixiQ2siB intently eyed the maiden, who 
watched with painful interest the changes 
of his countenance and Juan^s, for ftbe un* 
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derstood not a word of their speech ; and thep 
said, 

^' Let it be so ; Guatimozin will think of this. 
The Spanish lady is welc5onje-the Eagle shall 
speak with her a little^ and then, give her uip p> 
the women, that they may be good to her.; — 
The king's house is very spacious.'^ 

He then turned gravely away, signing to the 
outcast pair to follow him. 

They were suffered to be alone together for a 
brief hour, in which Magdalena, rejecting im- 
petuously and passionately all Juan^s doubts, 
poured out all the secrets of a life full of un< 
happiness, but not of crime; and Juan himself,, 
forgetting the weakness of all her claims of con- 
sanguinity, melted into belief, and learned to 
call her his sister. There were indeed certain 
circumstances of mystery about his birth, which 
might have often disturbed his thoughts, had 
he been of an imaginative turn. The man 
whom he had called and esteemed his father, 
had died of a violent death in the islands, while 
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Juan was yet very young. He could recollect 
little of him that was agreeable to remembet ; 
and all that bad afterwards come to his ears, 
only served to chill his curiosity ; all person^, 

1 - . ' ■ 

who Tiad not forgotten him, representing the 
eider Lerma as a most depraved and infamous 
man. No one knew whence he had come, or if 
he had any relatives left in the world ; and 
Juan remembered well, that the planters had, 
on several occasions, when the unnatural parent, 
if parent he was, had maltreated and abandoned 
him, taken him away from Lerma, and com- 
forted Juan with the assurance that the villain 
had undoubtedly stolen him from some one. It 
is, however, very certain that Juan never se' 

riously thought of doubting that this man was 

■ '' ' ■ ^ ' ', ' , . ■ "' ' ' ■ ■ ' * . ' ^. 
his parent ; nor would he have recalled such 

trivial circumstances to his mind, had he not 

been staggered by the impetuosity of Magda- 

lena, and by his own feelings of affection, into a 

credulity almost as ample as her own. That 

he should desire also to find a relative in one, 

c5 
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wIto^, eon^eiwd without rdbre^0 tOE^beareaid. 
n^ss showi^ imly in lii^r l&fe for him^: waft <^ it 
soul as stainless as it was nolMef ifl'itot jfie-be 
doubted ; and sudh lovd^ iie tsduld be xis^Glfeed 
to return. In truth, his reasons^ for aitelitiang 
her claims were as flimsy as he^ ~fi>r^ maiojlg 
them, as he came to discover, when 1^ to ex- 
amine them in solitude. They inade, however, 
a deep and lasting impression upon his mind. 
Perhaps the impression would have been still 
deeper, had the two been permitted to remain 
longer together ; but before Magdalena had yet 
been able to speak with composure, there came 
a train of maidens, bearing chaplets of flowers, 
and rich ornaments of feathers, giving Juan to 
understand, that it was the king^s will his com* 
panion should now leave him. 

Magdalena turned pale, when this command 
was announced to her by Juan, and seemed at 
first as if resolved never to be parted from him 
more. But being persuaded by Juan that she 
had nothing to fear — that the king was his 
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MhBis at Jast doQfi^nted^ She strode to tbf^ door 
^ste listened. &^^fais ^ordl of fEurewell, and she 
iaeUb^ updsi hi» fbree9t ; and then departed 
7iJdbilJ(ierJiap^]i^b»l>.d(elii^Te hope of seeing him 
fgain «>n ithe mcriTQw. 

Jt wjts the la^tBight of peace that ^ver dark- 
ened overlbe Mexico of the pagans. 
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To one whose perverted imogiaatiao can dwdl 
with pleasure on *^ the pomp and drctimalafK^ 
of glorious war»'' no better studj can be recom- 
mended than thebistorj ofthe fiiege.(^ Mexiop, 
which msff be considered as one single battle, 
lasting for the space of iii»^*^thYee days, 
eounting^m the titti^ when tbe dil^^t. divi- 
sions of the faesii^ng army had liaken tbcsr posi- 
tions in form^ npon the different causeways. 
This does not indude ^he period oocttpjed in the 
march of these bodies- from Te^cuco, aad 
which was not devoted to inactivity. On the 
contrary, the Captain-Greneral t<»k advantage 
of the occasion to discipline his naval force, by 
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sweeping over the lake from bay td bay, and 
town to town, and destroying every piragua 
that made its appearance, as well as such chi- 
nampas, or floating gardens, as he could ap- 
proach, and frequently by cannonading the im* 
perial city itself. Besides this, he assaulted 
and took, on each occasion after a most san- 
guinary combat, certain fortresses upon two 
island roeks, one of which rose near to Izta- 
pidapttm : the other, though no longer insulated, 
still liei^ a Bttk to the east of the republican 
city, and is caUed the Penon, or Crag, of Mon^ 
te^umar 

The {#^paTia£bns of the MeKicans wspre ex- 
tensive mA antidipative^ all tlie pecuUflnr evils 
whtdl th^y thot:^t it in the pdwftr of thdr 
glpeftt enemy to inflicts Th^ had cut through 
the causeways numberless diU^s^ eadi of which 
was furnished with a light bridge, to be with- 
drawn, when about to taHl into the power of the 
Spaniards ; and the earth and stones thus re- 
moved, were built up before and behind tb6 



cIw8iin^iiiil&:3tnDiig>r«npcurtfl/ iHncflniirQrfarfltSl 
£iiifther streiigtbeaed .id&l^ ]ai<y§8 

npanner^ whfle oppcamg the graat^t-dbstsiictiQDB 
to the passage of the £oot^^diersi^^tlmj a^deriil 
impoflsible for horses ^ to bs brought ofl^wbot 
diem^-^ a precaution thal^ Jbir a. Iqfig ^ limifi^ 
rdbbed the Spaoiarcb; of. their graHtesfcrad^ 
vantage. 

The beginning of the siege of Mexico^ then^ 
lay in the struggles of the besiegers to obtain 
possession of the ditches^ which were to bet iUed 
up, by levelling the ramparts* This viras Br woi^ 
both of infinite danger and toil, the besiieged 
%hting from behind the advanced barcier&vilK 
unexampled refaolutioo, and, hbirevier Qver* 
powered,^ never retreatingx beyond thev diteh^ 
until their ^ dompanions had left btit a shigie 
plank for their passage, which, was iipiiedtoefy 
afterwards wkhdrawn. After this, t)ie Spa^ 
niards were forced to overturn the £t^ bmnen 
into the chasm, before they could ru^ across 
the dough of mud and: water, to' attack the 
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i&endspmnftall' ^his was to < be done n^ti ctdy 
a^insi viduM* (^arpo^on ' in front, bat wilb a 
mostidai^l^dBft asd audacioits vpecies of aimoy* 
msbsfKw^Aitd^tiin' cnaeAmk or the otber^ asd 
ttniQc|Hnd6;|iMi botb. Wberever the shallows 
admitt^lhe MebcioahB drove into the bottom 
€if the lafee;:^aiid at but a short distance trom 
the dike, strong piles, to which they secured 
their oam^es, furnislied with high and thick bul* 
W£a*k8 of planks, almost musket-proof; and 
twrn these diey drove arrows, darts, and stones 
against - the soldiers with destructive effect* 
^tey^^^'With such wisdom had the young king of 
Meackobdtfls^d m^ms to embarrass bis advei^ 
safyy thnt^be' had, even secured bis little. flotiUas 
frioml'the pclssibility of approach, by sinking 
rd[WSJof piles in tbe lake, parallel with the 
Q4uae^lMi}c% thsQugh which the brigantines couid 
not pass, to dkperse them. It was to but little 
purpose that Cortes battered tbem from a di&f 
tance wilh hii^ &loonets ; the following mormng 
saw replaced' every loss of men and canoes. 
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anc6 so irtitatiiig, a»a som& w^^ fbufifl WfiAB^^ 
franlk Mougfr to feap 4tb t^ Wi^; Wfi^i-e^^'' 
waters happen^ to lie sui&^feiyiFy §lxall6w, atld^ 
endeavour to carry the flotillas, sword in hsMiif^ ' 

The narrowness and obstructed boiiditidti^f 
the dikes making it inipdsaabfe thaf aB'^he' 
forces could act upon them together, the vast ■ 
multitude of native alKes were left in reserve, ■ 
with the cavalry on the shore, — where tliey 
were not idle, the numbers, as well as the bold- 
ness of the Mexicans being so greflt, that they 
frequently sent armies to the shore by night, 
who, at the dawn, fell upon the I'eserved troops 
with all the rancoiar of opponents in a ctnT 
wan ^ - . . - .> 

This was the condition of the war at its toni- 
mencement. The grand desiderata,— -the rcm6- 
val of the flotiHas, and the profitable employ^ 
ment of the confederates^ were not effected until 
Cortes had seized all the piraguas of the shore- 
towns, and sent them^. manned with Tlascalahs, 
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^Jffis >ll?S^' «3!Bar Sk^S^^i^^ ttw$ iidnutt^ 
fiwif ,^::jfcR i^t^tJterigin^ines among the 

V 

v.A^ed^ia this. maQtM^r^the soldiers were «|»le 
t(^a4i^ce «doDg tb(^ several dikes» until they 
go-t poasessian of certaki military stations, on 
eaphi which nught have been called the gates of 
Mexico.. 

Itbas: been already said, that the causeways 
of Iztapidapau aud Cojohuacan, coming re- 
spectivjely.from the south and southwest, united 
together at the di3tance of less, tlian a league 
fvopa Mexico.. At the; point of Junptim, the 
causeway expanded into a mole or quay, where 
w^ 1^ ^ong ^d lofty s|»n^ wall, the passive 
through which was.pontrived by the overlapping 
of the walls, in the manner described at Tez- 
coco* This ram}^irt was defended by very 
strong. tpiweFs and by a parapet wiUi embra- 
sure^, frotn which the defend^s could easily 
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r^l mj enemy^ itiferiofr in gtreQjdi adciitlctetv 
iWliilbii to the JSpankfds.^ :/X%e<'pomt iiirik 
csiled Xoloc, and when wredfled i&mi tite'hftn<te' 
of the Mexicans, became the head'^uartep^Olf 
Cortes. ' '- 'T -'-^'^ -^ 

A similar expan^on o£ the dikid of TaKHibfiT^^ 
fortified in the same way» and at-the distafj^ <tf 
two miles from the city, and <me from the ahdrei, 
afforded a resting-place and garrison Ibr the 
forces under Alvarado, whose first act, afler 
reaching Tacuba, was to destroy the aqueduct ^ 
of Chapoltepec, which consisted of a doia^l^' 
line of baked earthenware pipes, carried acttjfi^s 
the lake on a dike constructed only for thiat 
purpose, and therefore so narrow ai^d incbli^ 
derable, that it does not appear that-^^ Spa<^- 
niards derived any advantage ftom the posses^'^ 
sion of it. 

The division of De Olid united with that of 
Sandoval at the-point Xoloc ; the latter of wbdm^ 
was afterwards directed to take possei^dldn of 
the northern dike of Tepejacac, the remains 




THE FALL OF MiEXICO. 40^ 

of ^ivAiiah; i»ay yet be triK^d bel^w^cast tk» 
dkj atnd'itherMll of ouf h^y ^f Guadfiiliipe^ 
oi|;::wfaidt tW^ ^ fontifieation reseficiMitig tbe 

These positions being thus assumed, the Cap* 
tmi$*g^tif^rsir divided ike fleet of brigantines 
ajp(»ig ilij^jthFee eaptains^ to whom they were of 
vast, semce^ by prof eetiog the flanks of their 
di.visioi^. 

f<rpm m^ period, tbe siege may be considered 
to have been begins in form ; and it was 
coptiiined with a fury of attack and resistance 
^ii^t $!^tbaat parallel in the history of con^- 
quest. "F^thy foot, and ineh by inch, the in* 
vii^a luiv^iaGed) staiiung ^ causeways with 
thfk-^ bt^od): and choking the lake with the 
bodiea^f tlieir loes* Ditch after ditch was won 
and filled, and almost as often lost and reopened. 
T^e day: w#s devoted to battle, the night to 
alarsM.^ The only periods of rest were when 
ike dally ^tempests, for it was now the heart of 
the rmiy reason, burst over the heads of tbe 



H CORTES, OR , 

combatants, as if heaven ha4 sent its floods to 
efface the horrible ^.dj^s of ^arpii^, ^^4. its 
thunders to drown the roai; of man^s more dje- 
structiye artillery. Then, tl^e e^th^usted sol- 
dier and the fainting barbarian flung themselves 
to rest upon the trodden mud of theor ramparts, 
within sight of each other^ regardless of the 
wrath of the elements, so much less enduring 
than their own. 

At first, the Spaniards, after winning a ditch 
and filling itj were content to return for the 
night to the fortified stations, to shelter them- 
selves in the towers, and in miserable huts of 
xeeds which they had constructed, from the 
rains, that,, usually, contin;(ied until midnight. 
But finding that the ipfidels, more manly or 
more desperate, djevoted t]he night to repair 
the losses of the day^ by again opening the 
chasms, they denied themselves even this poor 
solace, and threw themselves to sleep oi}. the 
spots where, they fought^ ready to resume the 
conflict at the first glimmer of dawn. 



/ 
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Thus, day by day, the approaches were ef- 
iecte(j^ah"3 t)y the end of the second month, 
nie besiegers nad advanced almost to thesuburbs, 
wBicli julEted^out iiito the lake along the three 
causeways, Supported upon foundations of piles, 
and 'somefimes piers of stone. The houses 
stood apart from each other, but were connected, 
in seasons of peace, by light wooden draw- 
bridges, running from terrace to terrace ; so 
that the streets of these quartet's may be said 
to have been on the tops of the houses, — and 
the same thing was true of the gardens. The 
communication below was effected always by 
means of canoes. Among these edifices, the 
water was often of siifficieitt depth to float the 
brigantines of lighter draught, which sometimes 
entered the&i, to fire the buildings, that were 
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so many fortresses, from which the soldiers on 

the causeways could be annoyed. 

■ • ■ ' '• ■,' '< .' ' • ' • ■ 

The labours and sufferings of the besiegers 

were constant, and almost intolerable ; yet they 

endured them with a patience derived from the 



46 OORTES, OR - ^ 

assuranceof It eertaiQ thouglv tardy Madcefis^^SJie 
toils ami distresMs of the Mexicans w^e gfkox^, 
and endured with beroimiv still m^re; Aoble^te«- 
cause afesaoBt without hope ; aad it mJEi^ be Itdd 
Mritb justice of these poor barbarians^' M4l09e 
memory has abnost vanished frote Ihe earth; 
that never yet did a people fight for their 
altars and firesides with greater courage and 
devotion. They saw themselves each <fay con; 
fined to narrow Kmits,-— they fought the more 
resolutely ; they beheld all the marine forces of 
the neighbouring towns, bte their feudatories, 
led against them, — they sent navies of their 
own to chastise the kisui^enta, and still kept 
their ground agwnst the Spaniards 

It was certain that Cortes had found in the 
young king an ahtagonist far more formidable 
than he bad expected. The resistance at tb6 
ramparts, the sallies by night that were often 
made with fatal efiect, tlie secret expeditions 
against the shores, and the stratagems put in 
execution to cripple the brigantines^ all indi- 
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<DilS^y^i» Um ihiidel priiiee, a capacity, of n^iad 
,iH»ldb; of fais uDC6nquerable courage. A 
aidgbl exi^t will prove his daring and his 
etftft. Hc^ detsoyed two of the largest bri* 
gantines into a c^tain bay, where many of 
bis ^trofigest piraguas lay in ambush aroong 
the reeds. With these, he attacked^ boarded^ 
and carried the two vessels^ and had he 
possessed any knowledge of the management 
of sails, would have conducted them in safety 
to bis palace walls. As it was^ they were 
qEiaiotained against an overpowering force, sent 
to ret^diLe tbem) and not yielded until the cap- 
tors l)ad destroyed every Christian on board, 
fifty in number, as well as the ^Is and cordage, 
and cast the falconets into the lake. 

AJiotber stratagem of a still more daring cha- 
racter, and infinitely more fatal to the Spa- 
niards) was conceived and executed, almost at 
t\\e moment when they thought the young 
monarch reduced to despair. But of that we 
shall have occasion to speak more at length 



hereafter. The thousand conflicts on land 
and water, that marked the progress of a siege 
so extraordinary, have but little connexiiHi with 
the adventures of the two outcasts; and we are 
glad of the privil^e to pass them by. 
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CHAPTER III. 



When Magdalena was led from the presence 
of Juan she was conducted through many 
chambers and passages, which gave her an 
idea of the immense extent of the palace, to 
the quarter especially appropriated to the 
women, and which was as carefully guarded 
from the approach of the other sex as the 
harem of an oriental monarch. It consisted 
of a series of dormitories and other small apart- 
ments, as well as a vast hall, covered with 
pictured tapestry and knots of flowers, iii 
which the daily labour of the loom and spindle 
was shared by all, the princess and the slave 

VOL. III. D 
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alike, mingled with the more degnt occupa- 
tions of embroidery and feather- paintiag* 

But the toil of the day had been long feince 
over, and when she entered, the mavkns were 
amusing themselves^ some talidng and laughing, 
and others dancing to the sound of flutes, and 
all unconscious or heedless of the periU that 
were about to hem them in. 

The appearance of a vision so strange, so 
often imagined, yet never before seen-^a woman 
of the race of the invaders^ and one at ooce so 
majestic and lovely as Magdalena — prodttoed 
an immediate sensation throughout the merry 
crew. The dancing ceased^ the music of the 
pipe was exdhauged for a murmur of admira- 
tion, and alL eyes were turned upon the novel 
apparition. But it was observable, that the 
maidens indulged in no rude demonstrations of 
curiosity or surprise. They eeither thronged 
about her, nor uttered any loud exclamations ; 
and however ardently they gaaaed, when uoper- 
ceived, each cast her looks modestly to the floor. 
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tbemonlcn^^sbe found the eyes of the strangier 
direct^ ispm ben 

) )n^C0nbled'«s w^^e Magdalena'g tbough|f by 
'tfce stfttDg^iesft of her situation, and conscious 
i^f 'h^ umhflity to exchange a word with these 
ftew oompamone, die yet felt a sort of relief, 
^i^tkd ^ven jdeasure, to find herself once more 
surrounded by individtmls of her own sex, who, 
'AS was evident from their appearance, were 
neither rude in manners nor degraded in mind. 
' In this happier frame of feeling, she suf- 
fered herself to be conducted to a chamber, 
where two young female slaves attended her 
With refeeshmetits of meats, fruits, and cimfec- 
tionsj and pointing to a couob of robes, upon 
ar little platfiirin under a canapy^^ left her to her 
nieditatiQ&& 

She rose from a troubled and dreamy slumber 
at tbedawn, and waited impatiently for the 
tAdiUMI when she should be led to Juan. The 
sliVcf^ agam made their appearance^ bearing, 
betide food, wbioh they set JMcte her, rich 

b2 
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gflTnents of. the most splendid ttues^ i^dbich 
they desired her by signs to suhstitute fpr b^^r 
monastic attire. To thjs die accede^) ^U^ 
some hesitation, thinking it needful t^ Jh'u^^pj^ 
the wishes of those upcm whose fri^nddiip hf^ 
existence, as well as that of Juan^ ^so ohytii- 
ously depended. She exchanged, at least, .tke 
gray veil for a broad mantle embroidered with 
feathers and gold, and placed over her other dress 
three several tunics, each of a different hue, and 
each gorgeously ornamented. Her toilet was 
completed when the slaves had encird^d her 
arms and neck with jewels, and wreathed her 
hair with chains of gold ; to all which she 
passively, yet impatiently, submitted. 

Thus dressed tuad decorated, she wag cxna- 
ducted again, to the gr^at hall, and se^t^ 
upon a throne cushioned over with feath^ns. of 
every hue, when, to her great .surpriasb ^ 
found herself the object upon whom was tx> be 
showered marks of the most extrjaordiuary 
honour. The crowd of maidens was huddled 
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iti tHe (nriher enA of the apartment, where 
they'stobd witn downcast eyes, giving place 
fb'k ffemitliev' evidently of exalted ratik, who 
ciattiii''frtffti among them,' followed by five or 
Six girtW,''ifeiich more splendidly dressed than 
th'^ *)tHer^ enfe of whohi bore in her arms a 
"Sfeepfng' infant. " 

'The Indian lady was distinguished from her 
isltti^ndants by apparel similar in hues and 
splendour to that worn by Magdalena, and 
she histd oh her head a little cap or caul of 
ermeralds mingled with pearls. Her face was 
prepossessing, her figure well proportion^, 
^ttd her • bearing not without • dignity. Yet 
there was in her aspect something of trouble 
itiid hesit^^ion, and she went through the busi> 
*h^j^-bf^ salutation, or rather homage, for so it 
'^jJfeAred,^ with visible reluctance. She ap- 
'pik>a^tid:''the throne, and kneeling before it, 
tboft Magdalena^s hand, and laid it upon her 
head, speaking a few words which the Chris- 
tian did hot comprehend. Then taking the 
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infant from the girl who bore it, she *iSkl^ 
M agdalena''s hand upon its innocent brows, fti 
the same manner; after which she stepped 
aside, and the young attendants went ediM 
separately through the same ceremony. This 
accomplished, she stole from the apartment, 
and in a few moments the spindle rolled, the 
shuttle of the simple loom rattled, and the 
fingers of the embroiderers and feather-painters 
moved over their tasks. 

The morning passed away, and Magdalena 
still expected a summons to the presence of 
Juan. The evening darkened, the fragrant 
torches were lighted, the pipe and dance were 
again summoned to close the labours of the 
day, and Magdalena was, a second time con- 
ducted to her chamber, to muse with fear and 
distrust over her singular situation. 

The second day beheld the same ceremonies, 
succeeded by the same labours and diversions, 
and still not a movement indicated the ap- 
proach of a messenger. She looked upon the 
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maidens^ arQund-^tbeir faces w^j^ grw^e and 
placid^ Tbey gas^ upon her no more, exoepit, 
when her eyes were averted. She imagined a 
thousand reasons to account for her seclusion. 
Wae^ her brother, notwithstanding his assur- 
ances to the contrary, in a state of as much 
restraint as herself? Or — was it possible?' — 
did it not depend upon himself .^— -was it pos- 
sible, he did not desire to see her ? She 
thought of his slowness to admit her claim of 
consanguinity ; she thought of the words of 
Camarga,— of th^ir wildness— Had not Juan 
said he was insane? — of their insufficiency. 
Nay, she reiQembered that Juan spoke of his 
father, whom be well remembered ; and among 
the tears she shed of doubt and disappoint-* 
ment, she blushed at the boldness and warmth 
with which she l)ad advocated her claims. 

Another day came— another, and still ano- 
ther;, and her heart sickened and her cheek 
grew pale with suspense and humiliation. 
Then impatience waxed into anger, and she 
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9UikeAamcm§ the niaxdens wMi locfkk df de- 
tefmlmitioB^ m if fthe wonld faav^ commaiit&d 
tbem to lead her from what she jusdy c6fa- 
ceived to be imprisonment. Btit how command 
them ? Her language was as the language of 
the gods to them, and their' words were to"^ 
her as unmeaning as the songs of the b&ds 
at the windows. Eyes can speak many things, 
but not all ; and signs are of too arbitrary a 
nature to serve as the medium of communica- 
tion betwixt two hemispheres. If she strove 
to depart from the chamber, she was followed 
by the two slaves, who seemed to be especially 
devoted to her service, and who, attending her 
from room to room, yet arrested her with 
humble and supplicating gestures, when she 
seemed to be overstepping the limits of the 
harem. If she persisted, she found herself 
in the power of certain antique beldames, who 
prowled around the sacred chambers, bearing 
wands to indicate their authority, and who 
opposed themselves, though without rudeness, 



THE FALL OF MEXICO. 5H 

to further egress. If sb& sdU Bwde her. ilny 
tJii^ugh these, she found herself slopped by 
passage^ in which were armed barbarians, 
who did not hesitate to block up the avenues 
with, their shields and spears. In other word% 
she found that she was a prisoner, confined 
to a society as recluse, as peaceful, and per^ 
haps as happy as that from which it bad been 
her misf<»-tune to be released. The pride and 
energy of her nature were here lost ; for there 
was nothing, with which to contend,, except 
her feelings, and nothing to excite, save a sense 
of wrongs inflicted she kiiew not by wluHn, nor 

why. 

This was precisely tlie state of things to 
tame her spirit into submission and inaction ; 
and, almost insensibly to herself, she began 
tq accommodate her deportment to her condi* 
tion, substituting anxiety for anger, and des- 
pondence for decision. She began to think 
that Juan was, like herself, a prisoner; and 
the apprehension of his distresses weighed on 

d6 



lusari Iftttrt mote hotmlj tban the skiffle of Jier 
eirti; andv as ¥ddi lA her stiVBgth of mind 
and passion, theie was a tiage ixf sofierstiliOQ 
running tiiroagh all her tii^oughbi^^she beheld, 
in the singular train o£ calamitiaa thai had 
brought her sa often to his aide^ axav^tion 
and proof that she was- ordained, finally, to 
rescue him from this^ as well as the other 
ills, which oppressed him. AiiothQr thought 
brooded also in her bosom. Hitherto, what- 
soever efforts she had made for tin good, had 
miniBtered only to his > griefs; and wIuM; had 
they broBght to hvrf Prom the moment in 
which she had first attempted (koeit^ by coa- 
ceaUi^.tfae sanetity >o£ her prafrsabn, her .life 
had been but a .history, of agony and shame. 
Had she avowed herself inunodiately alter the 
shipwreck, the bride of the cross^ Hilario had 
not died under the knife of the assastts^ Juan 
Lerma had not forfeited the favour of bis gene- 
ral, and she herself had, pedbaps, closed her 
life in the peace with which it had begunr 
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of faer emmtmB ' of mvmy sand to ^camder these 
Ihe cancers of her siifiP(3ring& . Sudi tbougkts 
afr ,tbesc^ . and; 9 diousand others^ d&vided . and 
liaraiBffd her oitfid by tnnis, axid confounded 
wfaile they 'tomented. BiiiGoe idea never left 
her -Hand tbat iKas, tbe unoertsnty of tbe &te 
of Juan Lerma, and the hope that it might be 
reserved for her to ft^e him from the bondage 
pf infidels. But how was this to be effected ? 
She knew not. 

Her first vague desim was to gain a friend 
among the grave and passionless creatures, by 
whom she Wiss smtpmided. She ^examined all 
^beirco^Bleoiaaes, isnd soon flsed upon several 
in^.whidr^sh^ thought she could trace kindly 
feelings and simplicity of dMiracter. She 
Atzovealso to acquire a little of their langimge, 
>«^an effiMt which she soon gave up, not so 
much from the difficulty of acquisition, as 
from the remoteness of any benefit to be de- 
rived in that way. 
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'SI* perceived tbAt the Me&kan k^iiebiKi 
each '. mbrAitigf fbr the first Urims^ o£:hec 
captivity, (after which time she was seea nb 
toiofr^y) coinis)enGed the ceretxioniegofisaiotfiLtion 
so htimble, and indeed, to her so irksom^^^mjifit 
be of the highest rank,*— 'f^iiiaiKi the «(ueenr*0f 
Guatimo^in himself $ duough it seemed = impco^ 
bable that one so exalted . would eondeseend to 
homage so servile. She was conseious abd, 
that the six maidens who attended upon this 
princess were of no mean rank ; for thot^h 
they frequently remained in the ball, ^gaged 
in labour, like the rest, it was clear that; liie 
others looked upon them with the greatest 
deference. Of these she bad. long mglediiOut 
one who wius superior to the others in /be^iH^ 
and mildness of countenan^ ; and it si^med 
to her that this one^ in going tbrougb the 
morning ceremony, endeavoured to .make her 
sensible that she did so with sincerity and fad* 
ing. Thus, besides placing Magdalena's hand 
on her head, she carried it also to her lt|^ ex- 
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ooaldcoijivejyto be esteem^ th^CliWtm'^. 
firiendv. 
: l%eEie things ' almost eBci^i^d Magdal^o^'s 

liotiee at fiirflt ; but she afus^ardfl remoaib^f^d 
tiiet]^^, .^dwB^ve tc> resrpDDd with mimifesta^ 
tkHk^ ot> shoalar inctiiiatioD. She observed, 
bowevery that the ? msddeB gradually changed 
fram tnmquillity to melancholy, as if some- 
thing preyed upon her spirits. She repeated, 
indeed, ha: salutation each morning, but it was 
BO longer with smiles, and with a disposition to 
iinger about Magdalena'^B person. On the con- 
'^tfry, «he retired without delay to a little nook 
under a window, where slw continued her task 
iEimong feathers and flowers, sddom stirring from 
the spot. It was evklent to the penetrating eye 
of Magdalena, that the Indian maiden was 
wasting away under soBcie grief as poignant and 
eodimng as her own ; and though she attri- 
bnlied it only t6 some of the evils of war, the 
commencement of which bad long since been 
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she was the more favourably impi^esaad ^y tl^e 
dajDsel^s emotion, since none of tjie others 
seemed to share it, nor to betray either &ar or 
anxiety. ; : r; -* 

She attempted then Xq come to .^dfne under- 
standing with this maiden. She sat dawn by 
her in her little nook, and watched, with whiM;, 
had she been in a better frame of mind, wojuld 
have been admiration, the progress of her toUs, 
as well as the effects of previous labours. She 
beheld, with auiprise, garlands and bouquets 
of flowers, constructed of feathers, and imitated 
with such wonderful precision, that when they 
were mingled with a few natural ones, and im- 
pregnated with their odours, it seemed almost 
impossible that they could be artificial* The 
same art has existed in other parts of the con- 
tinent, and is practised to this day, in some of 
the nunneries of Brazil. There were also 
pictures, worked with the same beautiful ma- 
terials, upon a groundwork of prepared cloth. 
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wMeli "^re lAi^y corffitied to the i-epreseika- 
tion of AweBB and birds. When Magdalefia 
first vismd the^ maiden, she found her en- 
gaged itpon irhat seenied a woodpigeon, sur- 
rounded by a little wilderness of flowers and 
ltov#s: The design, though simple, was pretty 
and spirited ; yet the maiden seemed dissatisfied 
with her work, and altered it daily, as if each 
day still more displeased ; until, .at last, she 
seemed to have bit upon a plan more to her 
taste, when she pursued her task with what 
seemed a morbid ardour. When Magdalena 
looked at it last, she found the whole design 
and character of the work changed. The 
flowers had been displaced by stones and 
brambles; an arrow was represented sticking 
through the neck of the bird ; and the story of 
a wounded heart was told in the metaphor of 
the poor flutterer, harmed by some wanton bolt, 
and left dying in a desert place. 

When Magdalena beheld this painted senti- 
ment, she took the hand of the artist, and 
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pressing it as if with sympathy^ pmnted tp her 
bosom. A faint tinge of blood passed, py^ ^ 
h& embrowned visage, but she looked opnj^-^ 
ingly into Magdalena's face, as if not asbanied 
to confess her grief. When Magdidena . was -, 
persuaded she was understood, she directed : 
the painter^s eyes to the bird, and then 
pointed expressively to her own bosom, as if 
to signify that she also was unhappy. The 
maiden bowed her head upon her breast, and 
Magdalena saw that tears were stealii^ from 
her eyes. She thought they were the tears of 
sympathy; and when the damsel looked up^ , 
she cast off all reserve, and indicated. a3 
plainly as she could, by gestures, that she 
desired to make her way into the garden. 

The maiden shook, her head, and would 
have departed, but that Magdalena, rendered 
indiscreet by her impatience, arrested her, to 
make trial of a new appeal. She took the 
jewels from her hair, and without reflecting 
that the rank of the maiden, indicated by gems 
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quite aa valuable as her own, might render 
ber inaccessible to such temptation, she made 
as if she would have thrown them upon her 
head and neck. She was sorry for the act ; 
for as soon as the maiden understood what she 
designed, she drew back with a look of offend- 
ed dignity, and with cheeks burning at once 
with mortification and anger. Then, gather- 
ing up her little picture, her bodkins, and 
basket of coloured feathers, she left the apart- 
ment, and returned to it no more that day. 

Amid all her grief at the disappointment of 
her hopes, Magdalena had yet generosity 
enough to appreciate the spirit of the young 
pagan, and to lament having outraged her 
feelings. 

That night, when the female slaves had de- 
parted from her chamber, and she was musing 
disconsolately in the light of a little night-lan- 
tern^ consisting of a taper of resinous wood, 
surrounded by thin plates of gold, perforated 
with holes in many fantastic figures, which 
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transmitted the light, ohe was maded by *idg4rj|' 
and looking up, she beheld, to bei* grefBii€>8Ur-> 
prise, the young artist standing before ber^'' in- 
an attitude of sad and patient biimiUty. ' As 
soon as the visitor perceived that fllie was se^ij 
she approached, and knelt at MagdaleQa**8 Feet/ 
who now saw, with a touch of shame^ and, at 
first, even of resentment, that, as if in requital 
of the insult of the morning, she held in her 
hands all the jewels that had decorated her hair 
and person, and offered them for her acceptance. 
But Magdalena's displeasure soon passed away ; 
for the jewels were pro&red with the deepest 
humility, and the damseFs eyes were suffused 
with tears. She murmured out some words^ 
too, and the tone was expressive of grie£ 

All this was mysterious to Magdalenaf who 
puzzled herself in vain to account tor the act 
and the donation. She restored the jewds, and. 
the maiden being wholly submisdve, she re* 
placed them about her person with her own 
hands; and then, taking advantage of the 
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op^i^\imty^ .nmde waother effort to ocffpc^. to 
a thf^t^ v^mderBfandifig' with h^F. She. re- 
iskeml^ed^ thftt her i^mpsBion was a painter^ 
an4 bei|iig' fa^rs0l£ a Mttle skilled in the art, she 
4ri»w wilh a bodkin from h^ hair, upon the soft 
wwA of tht table that (Supported her lamp, the 
figure. of a man in Spanish costume, bound in a 
cell. TJie representation was awkward, yet it 
appeared that the damsel understood it ; for she 
took the bodkin, and immediately, though with 
a trembling band^ completed the picture by the 
additioii of anotber figure, representing a Mexi. 
cau«/with a drown like that Magdalena had seen 
on the bead.of Guatimozin^ who, with one hand, 
e;Hended to^ him the handle of a macana, while 
threatenn^ him with another, brandished above 
hishead^ 

This was expressive enough, and M agdalena'^s 
alarm £w the safety of the young man was 
only removed when the maiden drew what was 
l^btnly designed for a buckler, interposed be- 
tween the weapon and his bead. 
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M^dalena than, without further . h^^itaiUof^ 
leaped to the grand object of her de^e»t ^y 
drawing the figure of a man paddling in,,^ 
canoe. This also her compfuiion understoodi 
and replied to it significantly enough, ^y .ft/^r- 
rounding the little vessel with ouuiy others, 
fiUed with Indians, or other human being«» 
who attacked it with showers of arrows and 
darts. 

'^ Alas ! is there no hope for us then ? no 
hope for my poor brother ?'^ exclaimed Magdar 
lena, wringing her hands. ^^ Maiden i maiden i 
carry me but to him i-— Alas, I speak a» toia 
stone statue !" 

She thep resumed the bodkin, and retut^itng 
to the first sketch, she drew the %ure«i ti tsm 
women^ entering the cell. The re^poa^lM^^lQ ihi» 
ended her hopes immediately. Tbe Indian 
girl sketched the outlines ctf mtn, armed walk 
spears, circling around the whole cell. 

Magdalena sank upon the couch in despair, 
and almost in a frenay. The maiden, frighted 
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by't^e vehemence of her grief, endeavoured to 
soothe her, by pressing her hand to her bosom, 
and foiishead, and covering it with kisses and 
tfe^s ;' rffter which she stole quietly from the 
chamber. 

• It was many Weeks before Magdalena beheld 
kefr again. She vanished from the hall, she 
came no more to kneel on her footstool in the 
morning, and display her melancholy visage to 
the stranger. Magdalena^s heart died within 
her. She was in a solitude among living crea- 
tures,— ^the most oppressive of all solitudes. 
Her suspense was intolerable, and preyed upon 
her health, until she was wasted to a shadow, 
$tid^tbe ;pilgtfn d«tnsels eyed her, when she ap- 
peftl:^ among them, with looks of pity. She 
suciciimbed fit Itist to her fate ; the fever of her 
mitid extended to her body; and she was 
n&idfied from the ball, as well as the young 
artist. She became ill, and she threw herself 
upon her couch, to waste away with passion 
and delirium. But there was still a gleam of 
happiness to break upon her. 
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One night, when the dancing, now no Idng^r 
pursued with spirit, for the caniion df ' thl^ Spa* 
niards sounded each day louder and he^H-^^L^ 
had just ceased, and the flutes were breatHi^ 
upon no more, she felt her hand presserf ^iHi^a 
gentle grasp. She looked up, and behekl ^e 
Indian girl at her side, eyeing her with com- 
passion. She sprang to her feet, in an ecstasy 
of delight, and embraced her; tot she hailed 
her appearance as the herald of joy; 

"Oh, nidden ! maiden !*' she cried, " what 
news of my brother?" 

" The damsel replied with the only w(»'dii in 
her power, but the best she could have dsed, 
had die been acqtiatnted with the whole sp^^h 
of Castik. She looked sadly but firmly ^o 
Magdalena*s face, and murmured softly^ "'^ * 

"Juan Ldma"" — 

The accent was imperfect and f$lm^ but the 
sotmds were music to Magdakna. She daisped 
the young barbarian again in her arms, but her 
eareises were only responded to by tear^ and 
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,3Qb$9. whiK?b seemed to increase in proportion 
ibpiier.iown raptures. But Magdalena was too 
wild with hope to think of the sorrows of her 
ffiead*^ She saw that the Indian held in her 
hand t^p, long and capadous mantles of a plain 
.stuffy which, she knew, were to veil them from 
.^vU eyes, while they crept to the cell of her 
brother. But the maiden cheoked her impetu- 

» 

osity. She removed the trinkets from her head 
and person, and again offered them to the 
Christian ; and persisted to do so, though still 
most gently and humbly, until Magdalena, 
thinking this might be some important cere- 
mony, a proof perhaps of friendship offered and 
received, and perceiving, what was more influ- 
ential still, that it was necessary to hasten the 
proceedings of her visitor, consented to receive 
them. She yielded to her importunities, and 
the Indian girl clasped around her ankles, arms, 
and neck, and twisted in her hair, all the jewels 
that bad decorated her own person,, besides 
banging round her neck the silver cross and 



rosary, — Magdalena's own gift to Juan, — which 
she received with rapture, not doubting that 
he had sent it to 'her as a token and a full war- 
rant to submit herself to the guidance of the 
young infidel. This accomplished, she assisted 
Magdalena to secure the la^r mantle about 
her figure, and wrapped herself in the other. 
Then beckoning the Christian to follow, and 
signing to her to preserve sitence, sh^ led^the 
way from the chamber. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



A svuBT pafiftage, through which they stole, 
darkly, for it was not lighted, conducted them 
to a chamber, where the guide paused a mo- 
ment, as if in doubt and fear. A strong light 
beamed through the curtained door. They 
listened for a time, until, hearing no one stir 
within, the Indian maiden pulled the curtain 
timidly aside, and then beckoned Magdalena 
to follow her. It was a spacious apartment, 
richly tapestried, and lighted by many such 
masked torches as Magdalena had seen in her 
own chamber. The hangings were even con- 
tinued over the ceiling, so that it resembled a 
pavilion rather than the sleeping apartment of 

VOL. III. F. 
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a king, for such it wos. In tihe c^ntfe was 
suspended a magaificent canopy, wrought with 
feathers, overhanging a couch blazipg with 
gold, and bedecked with the richest i sppils^ of 
the parrot and flamingo, with little p^eqtals 
both at the head and foot» on which incense 
was burning before golden idols. Upon this 
lay sleeping the Indian lady, whom Magdaiena 
had so often seen during the two first weeks of 
her durance ; and the infant slept clasping her 
neck. Magdaiena doubted no longer thut she 
beheld the queen of the young nionarch. But 
she crept softly after her guide, and wa& soon 
buried again in darkness. After many turnings 
and windings, which made her faiicy the palace 
was a great labyrinth, she suddenly found herself 
conducted into the open air, by a door exceed- 
ingly narrow, and concealed by a mass of trailing 
vines. But, secret as this entrance appeared, 
it was not unguarded. A tall savage with a 
spear started up from the bushes, as if to dispute 
their right of ^ress. But a word from his 
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<bmpani6n, lo\r as the whisper of a breeze, 
hemoved bis opposition. He flung himself 
uponibe 'earth, as if to bis divinity, and thus 
i*emained, until the maidens had passed. 
" It nWis by this time midsummer — for so long 
a {Period bad elapsed sinc^ the departure from 
Tezeiteo; but it was the season of the rains, 
and the chill winds from the lake penetrated 
Magdalena to the heart. The sky was overcast, 
the grass loaded with moisture, and every gust 
shook down a shower from the trees. 

It was very dark, and she knew not well to 
what quarter she was bending her steps. But 
rile could see a line of fires running, as it seemed, 
across the lake, from a point in the city to the 
right band, and lost in the distance or obscurity 
of the left. This was, in fact, the northern 
causeway, or dike of Tepejacac, the nearest 
point of which was scarce a mile distant from 
the garden. It was occupied by the troops of 
Sandoval, who bad extended bis approach aU 
ready within the limits of the water suburb. 

e2 
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X^^^o^, three p£ his brigaatines lyere ijso ^r- 
G^yed. anchored near to the cabsada^ at. l^e^^^, 
4|b^r. lanterns were ^en sloping, frog} ,.t|^ 

While Magdalena was yet stealing Alopg||^^r 
her guide, her. eyes fixed uppn this. line of-i^es, 
she heard suddenly a great tumult begin an^lkg 
them, in which the yells of men were .faintly 
distinguished amid the crash of fire-arms j^nd 
artillery. Shocked and frighted as she w.^, 
at being thus made a witness^ though afar^ of 
the terrors of human wrath, she soon bega^ to 
Iciok Mpon the conflict as of g^od omen for her- 
self. It would ,cpr.tainly be a more i^tractjiye 
fipecti^le to aoy wandering infidrfs in th^ gar- 
den, than might be,furnish(^d by the pbsciire 
figures of herself and companion. , , , . 

Apparently the Indian maiden thought so 
too ; for she increased her pace, and ipstead ;of 
skulking, as before, among green^arcihed ,and 
shadowy alleys, she walked boldly along in a 
broad exposed path, that led. directly to a cor- 
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net of the f^alace. But frtma this vri-y cfiflrtiir 
thfey saw ^udiing a tuinultubus thtwig of -Imr- 
liiiriari^,' tome of whom ran diifectly to^^ttrfts 
them, though the course of others wasin an- 
'difer diVeetlbn, 

"^^hd youftg guide drew Magdaleua iato a 
^^iffteftered walk, and crept titnorbusly along until 
die reached the palace wall, when she sank 
down, from fatigue or fear, signing to Magda- 
leiia to do the same thing, and thus remained, 
until the last of the barbarians had vanished, 
t'he path now seemed clear, but still the Indian 
maiden remisiined cowering on the earth ; and 
Magdaleua, whose impatience distracted her 
ihitid, and almost hardened her heart, perceived 
' that she was sobbing bitterly. She touched 
her arm. The guide shrank away, but seemed 
'io collect her spirits and courage at the sign. 
She rdse up and led the way to a broad door, 
'where an armed Indian stokx), holding a flam- 
beau. He seemed alarmed, though not sur- 
prised at the sight of the pair, and spoke 
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eammAyiio tdae guide, as if to diimiade^er imilii 
enttfringL; She pissed him, hcieever, ifithh-.A 
word^ and the next jnoment dlopped^ m gteKt 
agitation, .be£(M^ the our^n ^f a Aootj Ufag* 
dalena looked eager! j to her to * oonfirfii: bet.* 
hopes, but before the nudden cbuU lift her 
finger, signing to her to entei^, she beai^ front 
within the apartment, the well*^knoTm' growl of 
Befo. 

'^ Juan ! dear Juan !'' she v ex^aimcd, aod 
darted through the curtain. 

The young mas was padfig to and &o^ not 
bound hand and.ioot, as her fears hud aotici-^ 
plated j bat eirjdeiitlyiie?cpited ia themo^pamful 
degree by the distant flriiigi He turned at thiBr 
sound of her voice, and threw himtelf into Jier 
arms. 

" Sister ! for I believe thou art my sister,'^ 
he cried, — " else how could I love thee with . 
a love so unlike that of man for woman ? Grbd 
be praised that I have seen thee once again: 
for it is time th(»i wert wrested out of this 
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plaa^. .^at vudiift i» this? Thuif jrt jMHistcd 
^d tfaiai vary thin : thy hands buirp^ thef 
ohefb k hat^<**fSJflft£r, dear fitstor^ thou act ill !" 

f^rThiokctf it iftat/' aaid MagdaleM, with the 
delighil of . a^maideDr listening for the fiirst time 
tch idle volte of afieetioiii and caressing him with^ 
out reder^e : ^^ Ob, Juan» I could die twice 
ov«r, to hear you speak so ; and I care not if I 
do die, so you are but saved; for you have 
made ixie very happy. — *You are a prisoner, 
Juan, — we are both prisoners. An Indian girl 
brought me her&— -die will help you to escape, 
for you caa speak her language* You can go 
to Corte% and teUhim jrou are the brother, of 
Magdalena* Bbe will not wroag you then,*^no, 
he will not dare. — Or parbaps we can fly toge- 
ther — we can fly in a canoe. The maiden will 
help U0, the good maiden : she is at the door — 
I wSl Qall her in.^' 

.At this moment, the Indian girl, driven in, 
imtDbediatdy ^ter Magdideua, by some sudden 
alarm, stood at adistance> near the door, muf*. 
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fed^^ in her ddak, vad Aimkmg tftanoinritlMQt 
h^mV. A tingle dkn ftnd inAf-exfrfringJMfill 
twinkled in the apartment, add^ki^liglit'Beaitiijr 
reaching her, she remained uti db a tfwte d, a^^i]!^ 
tatorofeyo'y thing, but ot w^ne vMIAe^iU 
understand a w(»rd of the conversation.^ * '''<'^ 
'' Go not, dear Magdalena,'^ sasdJuan, fM^ 
ingherin his arms; ^for it may be tbat nw 
have but a moment more to share together. 
Tarry, and hear what I have to say. I am, laa 
I may say, a jN-isoner; yet it seems^ if I <;aft 
believe the young king, more because I hate 
incurred the wrath of the Mexicans thanlM 
own. Thus it is: the kfaig JEescued me fhmn 
prison in Te^cucd^ first, because I had not Iok^ 
before given him liberty, to my own great mic^ 

s. 

fortune, and secondly, because he doubted^t 
that the wrongs I have siitfeied ivould ioeeixse 
me to take part with him, and ^ht agaiiM my 
countrymen ; whereby, as he thinks, he would 
gain an invaluaUe auxiliary. On the day of ' 
his coronation, he presented me to his people. 
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and called me his Ibirother ; nevertfaelesB, they 
SMNt^imfrcfaiii wmloofct^JEor fai^terl j^ rd<^ : tlity 

#dhlbfiii!fil<Uc|pribf»r» I win ibf ir lof e,f-*f«(i 
h0!t4^fiiliff^li^mt^rli»Ai al» Ijsmor ^^ btlieve; b»l 
^B^j4^^i^ impo^H^' I have not Smigbls 
and I wilH Bf^i m^tlk^y s&y^ Ih^efore, rdmt 
t^>iciii|^ ^}^)d give me up to be sacrificed ; 
9»d i9m^,0i^^y^ after having suffered some 
s^yere kMs^e^-they have coeoe turbulently to 
Ijiie palace, ta demand me. For this reason^ I 
dii^e ;iiot ^pf^ear ai|iong them, unless to be torn 
ta |]^koes.9--TreixUile not, fear noi^" he continued 
•i^'^agdcib^na f^la^ped hipa, as if to^diield hm 
Swm iypr<ia<{hiftg weapoi;^! : ^^ I have $^n thee 
%eM and resoli^ aitfong^^x)aiiiig fareakcsr^---- 
^mrhom :^uhi I hav^ saved tb^^ dear Mste? ? — 
HccLVan > papdqii Hilario! and Heaven pard<Hi 
Bi^fliy ytotev, that I imputed his death to thy 
warrant!— I. hafve seen thee bold and intrepul. 
}i%m sumoKm back what courage thou hast ; 
aod^ if Heaven will, I will save thee yet agi^n 
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** TMak not of me, Juan, think not of me;'' 
said Magdalena; eamestly and fondly. '^^ l?hbfi 
canst do nothing to make me so hafipy,- as to 
tell me how I can die for thee. Fly^ thtfn; 
pause not a moment, but fij ; and know^ thfift, 
if I meet thee ndt again but iii heaven, y^t 
thou wilt leave me in heaven, even upon earth, 
knowing that thou art saved, and that I have 
ministered somewhat to thy liberation." 

^* Be of this heart, Magdalena,'' said Juan, 
'^ and rest assured that I will soon return, if I 
have life^ with such a force as will rescue thee 
likewise from thraldom. My plan of escape iii- 
volves dujplicity, nay even perfidy; yet are 
mine ends all pure, honourable, and humane. 
I perceive that Guatimozin is incapable of re- 
sisting much longer. His people are slain by 
thousands each day, and thousands must soon 
perish from want. Cortes has already his 
foot upon the island ; and house by house, the 
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ejlty? i»' tui|^la4 iBt/^ raw.. The r pooe kiiig. :k 
distracted, and resolved to die, bur^io^ hSm- 
s^ and liiA whole people under. ^ rains 
of hia- capitaL This may be eis^eused iu a 
^l^ier^ a^d in men ; but the town i« thronged 
"mth poor women and children; there are 
^bpMs^nds.of them— ^teas of thousands; and 
they must perish, if the siege be longer con- 
tinued^ To save them-*to save the king him- 
self, (for thus only can he be saved,) I will 
break £aith with him ; and thus also will I 
save thee. My only fear is, that his anger may 
fall upon thee, when he finds I hfive deceived 
him ; y^t this he may not discover. There is 
one here, with whom, cou]4 I. iHit Jnd speech, 
I cQuld secure thee a protector* Magdalena, 
I have ope friend here, who will be thine. An 
unfprtunate attempt to escape has . perhaps 
robbed me of her assistance. Yet I spoke of 
thee to her, and-— *but, dear Magdalena, thou 
art sick and feeble ! — I talk to thee too much. 
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/ tt*«^|iifiii-siek, Juaa, asd I Imow jKilu»fai)l;fis 
the matter with me,^ said Ma^^hMi»,lJ6ifci(%» 
•uff^itDg the young man to plaik hi^ Hpion a 
«Mit. ^^ But who is tUs of whom jrop^ %iUt ? 
Your Meodv Juau-^Hmrieljr I shall .iiiV0:siaiA»* 
frieiids*^"' ;'>S'^4';n 

At this moment, Juan, as be b^nt o¥C»r -h^, 
caught sight of the jewels which the : Incttia 
maiden had placed upon her head and neck, 
and among others, behdd the stmt olipeftrls 
which had gained for die daughter of Honte* 
auntfl the immeof Zelahualla, !er the X«adjr'iof 
-the Star^ and the miv&r crucifiH- ;>, t > 

" Good heaven!" he cried, ** do ymi;i>v<ltr 
her jewels,.aild yet ask- tae wjbo she is^t'^ . ' 

Magdftlima started to her feel, md .both 
turning together, tl»y licheid the Indian prifi- 
eess, dirinking in the shadow <tf the: nomn, 
behind Befo, who seemed to consider Ju^r. an 
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old fekod^ Ifiar.'aiaiiBi^ilMiaed.t^ 

her head drooping, rand bcr wtokitttlUiideiMd 

^pfetntaacB indicatiTc q£ a spirit v^eiltirely 
4st^fa^ aikl'lln^kjeii. . .. .: . 

' '^^ZeMiuaUa.{^ ^ried Jian^ with a . voioer q{ 
ddsi^t; andr< nMhlog. towards har, he foUed 
Imt in ids aicms, and stniye to draw her towanjs 
his sister. ^^ Why didst thou not speak ta me, 
iSelahtMdIa? . Why dost thou turn from me, 
Zdtthualla P"" 
^ The maiden sobbed, and strove to diseogage 

. hefsself from hia embrace, saying, 

^•There^ ih no Zelahualla now — The bright 
ladjr of the east is Zelahualku Jaan and the 
bright lady shall go. Why should Joaa think 

'♦here are fci^o ?" 

In these bnokea expressionA) MsgddeM, had 
'they He* beisn in an unknown ^ongue^ would 
have* ttaced the workings of jealous and 
wounded affeetion. They filled. Juan with 

• surprise.^': 

^' What is this you say to me, Zelahualla ?" 
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b«». cried, /^ iiii4 wh«t do . jfiQu. j^kquh? ,jpijU} 
not Zelahiialla projoaise «he would love jay 
sister ?" 

** She didy"" replied the princeee, wiihoq)^ 
abating her grief: *^ she will love Juan'i sister, 
and any one that Juan loves ( and she.h^s 
brought the bright lady to Juan^ lE^nd . she -has 
given her her jewels, that Juan may love he^r 
more, and forget Zelahualla^— and the cross of 
his God, too, that he may not be sorry." 

^^ Alas, Zelahualla, what eviUeye has struck 
thee ? Dost thou think I deceive thee ? Wilt 
thou not believe this is my sister ?'^ 

The princess looked at him doubtfully smd 

sadly : 

^^ It is all as Juan says : but the king baf 
asked questions, and the nobles have spoken to 
him with the words of captives ; and tbey say^ 
he has spoken falsely of the bright lady." 

'^ Wilt thou believe them^ and not me f^ said 
Juan, not without emotion, for he was touched 
by the deep and unreproachful sorrow of the 
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j^Dg prittceBs, though greatly surprisisd to find 
Yimr her ear had been abased. ^* I swear to 
thee, and may Heaven judge me according to 
i^f tibuth, that, ill this matter, I deceive thee 
nbt. There is but one Zelahualla, and she is 
the jdaught^r of Montezuma.'^ 

The maiden sank upon his breast, sobtmig, 
but now with rapture. Then running^to Mag- 
dahMia, who had surveyed the scene with vary- 
ing and extraordinary emotion, she threw 
herself at her feet, and embraced her knees. 

Magdalena stood like one entranced, until 
Juan, raising up the princess, placed her in her 
anns, saying, 

^' Dear sister, give her thy friendship ; for 
there is no one more pure or noble of spirit, 
tbougb artless, than this poor ignorant maiden; 
and let the cross again hang on her bosom, for 
she has confessed her Redeemer. She will 
watch thee and guard thee while I am gone ; 
— ^nay, she will nurse thee too, for thou art very 
ill, and needest kind nurture." 
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^Magdalena returned ^ toe emoraoes of the 
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evm frq^ded the {triaoeas* J Hebinri^fbor ItMwItiG 
--^it was. hat and tremUkg. I fie^ JtiAsodcilMf , y 
ai# found her Ups faufding. iril&'€ef eria^itadi^^ 
pen^i^ that exdite^GDt had «i»c^[hl<)i^i3iiiirl 
diflporititxi into \a degree of ilhes&^^i^ifl^iijO 
prove serious. n^iv^o;^ 

'*' Compose thyself, dear Mi^akQH*^ ber^ 
said. ** All now depends upon thy ooqin^Sft^^iifli 
courage. If thou becomeat il), my «tW iiiej 
must needs miscarry — ^Nay, I canoot attMipki 
it, until thou art better; for it seema tojueionn^^ 
thou artsdiBOst dtliriousi'' ■ : l^v ^*:^' 

^^vDeHriousy Juan? : NiH I wl^ &ot idfiftor^ 
ous. Y«t I am iil,^— !very ill, I tystk^ |rj|iilitf 
goeat akme, ciast tl»u not? Tarry lootrci^^ 
moment — We will leave th€e,^-^we wiJL 19^ 
stay ItMiger, lest the guards should return mA 
find us." 

*^ Listen to me» Magdaleoa/' said Juao^. 
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eimetlij^'ai if liei^etted testrJier aoifles^riianUl 

sihrni ymSl iM&# to th» ;^ariett iti caaioes, wiih 
a fMpk^^ibtbe^Iibd i^il^ it by sarpasBe.: If it 
te^\)liiWblQ'^f ilir]fr4Ki2e tfa«: peraoh of die kii^, : 
himi]^ii)»efioiisly secured him such teriiis from 
Otiijiet'ai dlall pi^ebt him ia person and aa his 
government) as the vassal of Spain. This will 
end the war at once. But in this I may not 
sa«i$e^^ yet be aide to liberate both thee and 
the'pfiiiceflsu Through her address, thou wilt 
be enabled to walk often ia the gardai. Walk 
tlvnein, asfiear to the lake as possible^ especially 
late in the day, and ia the first boors of Ibe 
^vmStt^. - The dog Befo I w91 lean^e in^ii^ige : 
wheii^you aie in^ fear, gi^^ him Hbe^ty^-^Tbe 
priiioess'faath often £ed hioi, aad he will guard 
fsm wAY; and bia voice, if I come ia the night* 
time, wiH ishow me where to seek you«-^Do 
you understand me, dear sister? Struggle 
but a- little agakist this fever, and perhaps 
it may leave you. At all events, the thought 
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c^ y^w suffering iriSl arm me with d6uU^ 
str^tigtb^when I return, bringing you nelJeC.' 
Alas, Magdalena, I am sorry to «ee ' yoti- 

thusT r ^^ 

'' It shall be as you say, Juan,^** said Magda- 
lena, a little incoherently. ^^ I will be governed 
by this maiden, and for your sake, I will love 
her well. We will walk in the garden, too. 
Yet think not of us. If you are safe, we will 
be content.'' 

^^ Farewell, Magdalena, dear Magdalena,'' 
said Juan. ^^ Walk, if thou art able, even to- 
morrow; for in the morning I will essay to 
depart. At any rate, be thou sick or well, if 
thou hearest a bugle winded in the garden, at 
any hour, be it mom or midnight, then be sure 
that you sally out, and Zelahualla with you — 
Farewell, sister, farewell ! — and farewell, thou, 
dear princess. When thou thinkest of me, 
let the cross be in thy hands and on thy 
lips r 

With these words, and having tenderly em- 
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bkTSicei} tbem both, Juan led th^fp tO' the dpo% / 
afd putting tbeir hands together, be bad aooji; 
the satisfaction to hear them step from t\^ 
passage into the open air. 

- I 
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aAtoiild lie interpr^ed as expteskihg liis asibeht* fo 
take arms against bis countryfiien, fmmeatatel^ 
threw down the macana, and wbuld even' have 
taken the plumes from Ws head,' had lie' nbt 
been arrested by Techeechee^ and made serisibl^ 
that such a proceeding would be foUcrwed' by 
the most fatal consequences. The movement, 
however, had been observed by many of the 
nobles ; and from that moment, Juan saw that 
he was watched by jealous and hostfle eyes. 
His explicit and absolute refusal to take part in 
the conflicts, had convinced the young king of 
his error ; yet, though greatly exasperatd3, he 
took such measures, from motives of honour dr 
humanity, as protected the obdurate Christian 
from the daily increasing anger of his people. 
He confined him in the palace, and fc^rbade even 
the ardent Zelahualla to go near him. Iti thi^ 
he was actuated by suspicions, constantly in- 
flamed by the Lord of Death, and not unna- 
tural in themselves, that the young man had 
abused his credulity in the case of Magdalena. 



'I 



THE FALL OF MEXICO. Qb 

The Iqve of tb^ Indian midd^ however, pene- 
trated through guards and priaon-^doors ; and 
JuaD^, alqfiost as impatient of confinement and 
sii3pen6e as Magdalena herself, resolved to efiect 
his escape^ and by throwing himself upon, the 
mercy of the Captain-General, make one effort 
to liberate his unhappy sister. The attempt 
was discovered and thwarted; and from that 
moment his confinement had been very rigid. 

Still, however^ the young infidel was wont 
frequently to visit him, after the combat of the 
day, in the hope of overcoming his scruples, or 
of gathering from his accidental expressions 
some hints that might be turned to advantage 
ajgainst the besiegers. Ou all such occasions, 
he refused to satisfy the priasoner's questions 
concerning his sister and the princess; giving 
him plainly to understand that nothing but the 
assumption of the pagan battle>axe, or positive 
counsels in his straits, whidi he did not attempt 
to conceal, could purchase a sight of either. In 
all thei»e things, if the infidd acted with more 



.%t he i^ekiqpd to Hi? f^Bf- B^^.tF^^MIf- 
daqt of Juao wa% accorduig tfi,tA^nti^ 
morals and honour^ hoih u^i^e^j^ Jiipdigfififi^ 
countable. He degigw)^, 1^ ¥pi«jrcii^i«|^i^ 
visit the prifioner, of which, ipt«i)l^,Jjyi2^j|i§l|8 
apprized; and heace hia eaigern^ to,|^i;in)(^ 
the maidens from the chambej^*, before tbe^t^MH^- 
elusion of the attack upon the Mighl|!^^9g 
dike, with the nature and <?ily#pt% of whi«:¥ihe 
was well acquainted. . .! 

Before the maidens had.d«parted« it wajneiiri* 
dent that the firing and other PQioes 0n, the 
caoseway were s^b&iding• . JBclbre. th^.<h^ 
been gone the full 8pace<^of aft hour, a{hye«1|f 
step rang in the.pa$uigeii and i the next nMitient 
the Indian qrioiiarch stood bel@Qrd.<lhe:ina|»tiiia 
He was singuliurly and somptnoudyi 'arnsil. 
From head to foot, his body was covered wtfk 
a garment, perhaps of escauipil, fitif%- so 
lightly as to display his limbs to advantii|^ 
4nd ove^ all was a coat of mail, eonsirttng ^f 
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-i^tdfeferfti^ a aa^t of dressed feather: -ftis 

'^^erif^Bi'kainUMS by a otoHott of the sattiie 

-mm^miS^'\^'ijtAike to those of the Spa- 

'^laiV^^'^nil}: -ie^iMBy sf h)0g ; anct its abtiiif to 

mkiiK!^%''vMeMTf}on was increased by the folds 

W^'kcftft -'isferpet^, painted green, wreathing 

Hi^fii #b€He stn^ace. A shield of tapir-skin, 

^^Med with cdpper nails, hang from his neck; 

ah^ hfe'bore a maeana, which was stained with 

blood. He wore none of the emblems of 

fnyally, and his appearance was only that of 

's^e higiily diilttiHguiBhed Bcsble. His eye was 

%i%lie filftd vfleryi his fitep firm and^ prottd, but 

UiHlpeQl'*was tfain and haggard. 

»'f'iff«Htt8 • my brother heard the' shouts of men 

stait^m^lilidddesheyetsay, ^Let liie sleep ?*^ 

ipMe^lher Worth frith yAA^i he saluted the cap- 

' **:|^rinee," ^aid Juan, eyeing him anxiously 
and inleiMgatively, thou^ speaking with poBi- 
%)ve empha«is, '^as I i^dt fc^hetbte; 90 hini^h 

VOL. III. *• 
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bupp^iMd. The C4DQOII were re#dy qa ^e ^If^ 
the falocmeU were chained in the «hip^ an4 th^ 
men of Sandoval slept with swords i^nd maf^ef 
iu their hands, and with their eye^ opei(w 
Guatiaiozin does not come back a victor !" 

'^ He comes back with a priaQner»" sak) the 
prince, proudly; ^^and, to-morrow, the lord 
with red hair (Sandoval) will count the. dead 
and weep, and Malintzin shall see the flames of 
sacrifice rising from the pyramid." 

^' Alaa i^ exclaimed Juan, ^^ in condemning 
captives to this horrible death, against, your 
will, for I know your heart is not cruel, you 
liarden the soul of Cortes against you ; and .he 
will remember each sacrifice, when the day of 
surrender cornea at last.^ 

* ' Let it be harder than it is, what cares the 
Mexican who dies ?" replied the king. " Does 
my brother think that I am weary, or that Ma- 
lintzin can fight longer than I ?" 

*' Think not to deceive roe, prince — I know, 
that already your alt^s and palaces are within 
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reWch of the cannon-shot — nay, ot the ttiiihfet^ 
bttnet^--^yOu are hemmed in, Kke a-vrild-cat on 
jt trei^w4.your enemies are all roand jrou, and 
tNey look into your eyes. Are not the water- 
suburbs already taken ?*^ 

« Why should I lie?" replied Guatimozin. 
'*'If you go to Tacuba, you will see the banks 
of the island — the city of the water is not 
^ere. If you look from Iztapalapan, the 
surges go rushing up towards the great temple 
—the houses are under the lake— if you look 
ftom the door of my dwelling, you will see the 
qti£irter of Tepejacac falling also into the lake. 
When Malintzin calls aloud in the morning, 
the lord of the red hair answers him, and Ma- 
lintzin hears. Thus it is with Mexico; yet 
my brother sleeps, while I die, saying to his 
soul, ' It is all very just, for I sleep and see 
hot' *' 

** If I see not and help not, yet is my heart 
torn by your distresses," replied Juan, ear- 
nestly. " But why should I help ? It would 
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be a- grelat "An upon my soul, aud' couW dd^SK 
fto gdod. Listen to my counsel, 'Siiatrfeoffltf^ 
It i« not yet too late. Cease td' pfcJtral6*^^S 
unavailing resistance ; sefid t6^CortesliHth'0ffii*fe 
of submission, and be assured of' rdgWn^'^til^ 
a king, though a vassal.'^ ' ^^ ^ - '^^ - 

*' Does Guatiniozin fight to be a king ?" ^ttfil 
the infidel, with dignity. "He sfructi iWe 
Spaniard before he thought of a crowii. 'He 
thinks not of palaces and fine garments^ iiirt 
says, * Why should the people of Mexico 'b^ 
made slaves ?^ The king figbis for Mexico.** ^' 

" He will fight best for Mexico with peftbe'. 
The kings of Teecuco and Iztapalapan pay 
tribute to Mexico— are their people sJat^rti? 
Thus shall it be with Mexico : the king shall 
give gold, as the tributary of Spain, and Meitfc. 
cans shall remain in fueedom.^ q^ 

« Will ray brother prattle like Malintisiri If 
demanded the monarchy sternly. ** Where ife 
the freed<Hn of Zempoala, of l^tasoala, of ChOi^ 
lulaP The people talk -of it while a Spaniiard 
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Ij^^t, fjfjf^pij witli a. lash. Where is th^^ frect 
^9f^M1^^<^W^i The young king, who is 
f^i^>W«i^^ W* the throne; hut- the Spaniard 
l^l^l^flji^y^l^i^^^i struck in the face with a 
sfHf^rdjfTwM^'becba^^ Olin-jnlli, is there with 
him, and he robs and abuses the people, so that 
th§ff IkA^ei lent l^air tears to Malintzin. What 
l^m tll<^. .fete. of Montezuma? He sat in the 
^(laniardfs house in chains, and the soldiers 
lOfardigr/ed hi^nciiles, who danced in peace in 
t)ie coju^yard. What was the fate of Mon- 
tezqijA^P . Th^ Spaniard, who is lord of the 
kiQgoof Tezcuco» would, have done violence 
<9,,thei,iPs|>tiye tnaiden — does . my < brother re- 

KpJf.Ayr repl^ Juan, , with th? gleam of 
^f^^n.;tl)a4 visited him eyes^ only when he 
spoke of Guzman : *' I remember, and I hope 
yej^ to lE^venge-^sinner that I* am, I cannot 
t}iii;i)&,it/a crimei to covet the blood of this 
mAnl^BjiXtf prinbe, Jet me know— my cap- 
tinky is very hdrd'^— why should I not be 



Wc»w9d to gpeak with the fiiriniQeBsgPjoClWhy 
shMldmy sbterbehidden fnHn>racp?''v'rf )1 - 

The tMiitenttce of €^1latitIloMIl^dafloaBfid;l| '. 

^ When my brother will' fight StnithBm^H^ 
shall be at liberty. My broths 4hiDk»<'ja|f8in 
of the canoe at the bottoiti of tbegavdm^ 

Juan coloured, and said) 

*^ You keep me a prisoner-^I atrbve- to 'Es- 
cape. The khtg mocks me, to call me his 
brother.'' -- 

** The warriors are veiy imgry, y«t thefiiwat 
Eagle is alive. He canaot go among thenoia 
safety^ unless as their friend.'" •! > : 

'< And who,'' saM Juan, '^^^hail warrant '«ie 
of safety, if I go evert as a friend f^ . ^ 

He deemed it now the period lo confmenlbe 
acting upon his scheme of escape, yet iMmtatai, 
stung with shame at the thought of the 'dupfi- 
city to which he was descending — ** It is ivettifer 
to die on the dikes than to pine itt the dun- 
geon." 

Guatimozin's eye gleamed wit;fa a sodden 
fire : 



THE B£LI. OT OtfEXICO. ^)$)0 

*^ If my brother tbiiiL it wrong tosCrik^^^ 
SpkmnR%hrBfaiiil not be c^M upw to %ht. 
Hedtaii/tiatkme tbiiigsit is needlul iiokno^; 
a>^ be in no &tf /' 

^' Wb<n. did <i«iatsmQ2in aee me afraid?'* 
cried Juan^ stifling as w^l as he could the 
sense of hmniliatmi and disguDt, with which 
he began the office of a decdver. ^^ To give 
you counsel how to resist or attack, will make 
me -as ttittch a renegiKie as to draw sword at 
cnoe* If I do become apofitate) it shall be 
boldly, and with th^ swcHrd. Fnnce, I, have 
^thoti^t over tifis thing : my heart is grieved 
with your dfetre$B» and far my sister* aad 
iDor^.^abditialla^ I wiU do what my coiiacience 
innidmiitts; .Does the king know what shall 
be. my. fate, if I am found fighting by the 
Slaniiiarda?'' 

. fi^ Twenty ; chosen warriors shall circle my 
brother round about, and he shall keep aloof 
fiom the v«n of . fasltile." 
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'* If I fight, it shall be in thejii^:^ffu^j 
Juaua his self-condemoalion ^^^^Jf^^i^^fjg^r 
of sullennesa to his toaes. . '^/Bul^.f^B,^\i^^** 
fall, — what shall become rfmj.sirtef P."^ s^oaA 

<* She shall be tb^ sister of (i\x^mef^f^^s^„ 
of Zelahualla," said GusLtimozini iwii^\$rei9^gj^,j 
yet with doubt ; for he could haidly b^q^^ 
that Juan was speaking seriously. . .-. >' * 

^^Let the king say this, and I wiU.gq.,oi|i|r^ 
with him to battle: — ^if I die, he will c^p*^, 
my sister and the princess to be delivered into 
the hands of Cortes." - . .w- 

^* The Spanish lady shall be s^t^o^ JVbln^/ 
lintzin; but the Centzontli sh^l >re»^Q^i||i^)fi)^^ 
her brother the king. It is ^tter ^ ^?Q^T 
die with him than dwell with ^e Spop^^f^^o 
Why shouldst thou think it? .[-Arp Afr/^^iW^t&t^ 
more Guzmans than one?^ h Uff\ 

r 

Juan muttered painfully to himsdUTi. _ .^.t^ *' 
^'Perhaps it is better. Heaven iiri^ fifiHv. 
tect her, for she has acknowledged |ier, St|^,,< 
deemer.' — Will the king swear, then, if hia^. - 
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brof ber falls, that Magdalena shall be sent to 

tM«pai*Ka8?^* '"■•'■ ■' '- ^ 

^"^^m^^^m ^esiT a^aid Guatimozin, ardently. ^ 
**y 'y^l)elt^ '^ the Spanish lady; for she 

T ' ' • 

knows not' our'' speech, and she pines away 
wiWgi?^ iindlf the king prevails over his 
en^te^/'tfi^ kiiig^ will remember what Juan 
s^dfia-T^ ; 

**Now, then, let the king tell me the truth, 
and miilead n)e not. How much longer can 
he maintain the city ?** 

^^81 he is dead! — But he may soon die," 
he added, confidingly, for now he doubted no 
loc^r that he had gained his purpose. " My 
brtttb(&r*y^tfl "first tbach me how to get food, 
TheiKiif)s'trfbVe at)but at night, and no canoe 
ca«^t-^»^ die' shore.^ The king sits down to 
eai'#itli-tlie warriors, and he eats no more — 
but the warriors cry all nig;fat for food.^ 

" Grood heaven V^ said Juan, surveying the 
wasC^ diSeks of the mol^arch; ^* are you al- 
rea% s6 straitened ? your garners already ex- 
haidsted?''' '' - ~"'-'^- '^^' - ""•' fS 
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^?WW «MKD vcxikoa for sk^iviaBy.'mtoitlriP?'^ 
«ided Guatimoziii. ..<: n'>!j-' 

; ^^ I dreamed not of tfab*-*S«re^ Ihm^fm oHer 
been denied abusdanoe ;^ - .»/ 1 '^ 

*^ My brother is a prisonsc ; and die ; limBen 
and chfldren are feeUe. Why sbobMi'^ytey 
want, when the warriwrs can endni« banger 
better?'' 

The communication of this patnfiil int^tii- 
geaace nerved Juan more strongly in his pur- 
pose. He perceived the necessity of addng 
without delay, if he wished to protect the 
young infidel from the consequ^;iee of hk^iiwn 
despairing fury, and the maiden of his love, 
and his sister, from a fiite too dreadful tovbe 
imagined* His eagerness the more. IbUy-' de- 
luded the young monarch, not prone to^^Ms- 
pi<uoa where he loved, and be was aooan made 
acquainted with the wbok condition of Ahe 
beleaguered city, and the situation of i^e 
Spaniards. He was also instructed in. ibe 
particulars of a design of Guatinioeip, to be 
practised upon the ensuing day, the boldness 



success, both astonished and dktiuijitid . hjm. 
;He pttxttited tfaot-perfaaps ike &teaf the entire 
Spanish army dependwl upon the coarse he 
miglit '^imae, and bis honour and feelings 
aeenbedi dl to cail npaa faim &r some e&^rtion 
Ipiftrrest $be impendii^ deatruetion. 

When he bad been made acquainted with 
all that Gufttxoiozin thought fit todivulge) and 
bod i^aio and again repeated bis reacdution to 
tdte arms and accompany the Mexicans agaifist 
bis coofttryraen, the king embraced him with 
gveiit warmth, promising to provide him with 
•a good Spaoifih sword and heiaet from among 
ther spoils ; but reooumiendivg that, in ail other 
teqpi^ete, he should asaume the gtuse of a 
'Mesicau. 

.Wlian these armngements were completed, 
be tursftl to depart^ and yet seemed loath to 
go.' Finalfy, he took Juan by the arm, and 
said, 

^* To-night the king, will sleep by the side 



WS c<> ,c»iiXE8, on 



'i <i 



and go Ottt itegether/' ! f> r« <»; 

> ^^ Wh; will iK»t the king speak kmijb ^Bgs 

to the queen ? It will cejcdce b^ l«i U>^k 4i||Nlt} 

^^ Has she not.a littiie siek babe hyheitMi9]Si^. 
and are they not very wretched ?" said C^i^^j^^ 
mozin, exposing, without reserve, th^ mi^tticies 
prejring upon his own bosom, apd^abandwingj 
himsdf to a grief that seemed ta inqck t^e, 
greatness of his station. ^^ When I IoqI^ upp^ 
them,^ he said« *^ I am no longer th^, Jfi^, 
who thinks of Mexico and the people, but a 
man with a base heart, who cries, ^ Why am 
not I a prisoner and a slave, that my little 
child may be saved, and his mother protected 
from the famine that is coming?^ The king 
should not think these things, — he should not 
look upon his household, but his country.'" 

^' Go, notwithstanding," said Juan, touched 
still further by the distresses of the infidel. 
** Comfort them with your presence, and let 
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th§if ^^erili^9:|tdiiMmsIt^i;iPO«ivof tUi<mIygMa)o 
to end them. It is not too laic! toianbmittt';^; iuw, 
^'Sf^iw tiris the way my brodKis: hepti' the 
dm^ df W Mekiisan r' md GtuakinioziBi 'M^ 
gods tell me to die^ not yield. I fif^ if^St^ 
M^kk(»^^Wt «k the trifejind child of Giiftti- 

-'With these w'ovds'y a^d btfviog kftni^died all 
tl^es of weakness at)d repinifig^ he left Juan to 
dunibel-, or" to ireigh, in painfcd anticipation, 
the risks and uncertainties of his projected en- 
t^hse; 

:?[*);■ ^.n ;. ... .• r- .,.}.. • - ,,;, /; ,> \ ;,.,• 
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CHAPTER VL 



As Guatimozin had confessed to Juan Lei'ma^ 
the three suburbs of the causeways wereaLready 
demolished, and their ruined walls, battered by 
cannon and blackened by smoke, peered 9y^ 
the lake, among the causeways, in melancholy 
ruins. The hand of desolation had esEtended 
still further ; at least, in the qnartt^ that was 
pierced by the dike of l2tapalapan. Hefe 
Cortes commanding in person, and fi^htivig 
every day at the head of his army, h^ had 
infected the whole division with a share of bis 
own energy. While Alvarado and Sandoval 
were contending for a foothold on the irery 
borders of the city, he had already penetrated 
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it to the distance of half a mile, destroying 
many houses, though without being able to 
effect a secure and permanent lodgment upon 
any portion of the island. 

It must not be supposed, that, having 
reached the island, the Spaniards could ex* 
change the nafrow and ditched causeways 
for firm and spacious streets. On the con- 
trary, tbe causeways, so to speak, were con- 
tinue up to within half a mile of the principal 
.fiqiuive which was in the very centre of the 
:ctty, and contained the great pyramid, as well 
as. tb« chief tamples of Mexico. On either 
itiAe wa3 a canal both broad and deep, divid- 
4ng tha road from the houses; and others, 
AQfitiing from intersecting streets, perforated 
the e^seways with chasms, the number of 
which the Mexicans had long since greatly 
^inclMsed* Tbe island, which w«s circular, 
did not exceed tbree miles in diameter, of 
which the central third only was dry and 
sdid. Hence, the advanced posts of the three 
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divisions were at no considerable distance from 

each btner; and if the call of Ifiortes'in 'tSe^^ 

morning was hot absolutely lieatd an^^^arS 

swered by his two lieutenants, tHetugKei dt^^ 

each could be easily distinguished, aie^Hng^^ 

one another as they advanced to their ^SfMljjp^^" 
assault. ^ J.a :. .:.«o}^ 

The labour of Cortes in destrpying thi *si/-^*^^ 
burb in his quarter, was less than that of tb6* " 
Others; for here, the lake being deeper, thie ^'^ 
houses extended but a short distance from the' ' 
island. fiUs advanced post was almost within 
the limits of the suburb, and separated from the *' 
island by only one ditch, which he had twice""' 
or thrice taken and filled up, but was as often '^ ^ 
obliged to yield again to the foe, subduing Wi*^^ 

- • ^ - - - -4 •> 

impatience, until his lieutenants had advanced'^' 
equally far in thieir quarters. > j ^bv 

The outposts were always guarded with thl**^ 
most jealous vigilance, particularly in the later* ' 
hours of the night, after the rains, whicb, in thi^ ■ ' 
climate, commonly prevail with the greatest vioi"''* 
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/no*!! ^<'':i£i'\h '•• ♦ . ' .; • - ',: ;? ;^^ -y i(i':i*i'nb 
leDce between the hours of noon und midoight* 

A guar<} of forty jraen, with two pieces of artil- 
lerj^ l^^nt wat(;b until midnight ; when, yield- 
^"&,^?V,'P^*^.^.M%ty more, but not retiring, 
theyr^hrew tfeyemselves to sleep upon the damp 
stones and clay. Two hours before dawn, the 
post_wa9. strengthened by another company of 
forty» who watqhed until morning, the others 
flin^i^g themselves in their cloaks among the 
first watchflien. Thus, there were ready, before 
day, <Hie hundred and twenty men, the strongest 
and . boldest of their divisions, who, in case of 
sudden attack, could preserve the station, until 
reiQ,fq(ced by the whole i^reogth of the division, 
from, the towers of, the gates, which we^e still 
the b^ad-(|qarters of the several divisions. The 
causeway between the gates and the pickets 
was o<»upied by patrok of horsemen, who 
watched lest the enemy, coming in canoes, 
shquljfl make a descent behind the advanced 
post,. an4 t^us cut it off. , 

Two hours after midnight, upon the night in 




\^!ii<*b Juan irev«ded his piir^se of '^ia 
the ^second guard on the idatisewa;^ '<if^Khlpif- 
^kipm was Yeliev^d from watch by 'tBfe^^c6iii^ 
of the third ; and the Boldiets 4iin^ ^^- 
selves, as tisiial, open the earth, to T()i:i^ftttte 
for a morning, whieh, it was known to al^'^fte 
to witness a general assadlt, mftde sitoi!dti(ti<^ 
ouBly by all the divisions, from their three seve- 
ral quarters. 

The watchfires were replenished; aftd two "iii- 
baltems, the leaders of the party, irdvaiWjed'^ 
little beyond them, to reconnoitre the c»ntJiti6h 
of the enemy. Three hundred paces in ffotft^ 
the causeway was intersected by the ditch, 'toild 
by the Mexicans ; and beyond it, on a 'strong 
rampart, blazed a great fire, in the ligiit of 
which the pagan sentinel's could be seen, sc)^9Mii- 
ting upon the mound, or stalking idly abodt. 
The gap was bridgeless, as was well knowil ; 
but this the Spaniards could not observe with 
their own eyes, not thinking it prudent to 
Advance within the range of a Mexican ar- 
row. 
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^, ^ Jhey , r^turnpd, they i^onv^r^f^d togqth«r 
it),]fo^v9ice9.; and it was worthy of renwky as 
^{yfi|)f^ktiia^^h9w little their spmts were occupied 
ifff^fffe^AT^exiB aroDod theta^ that they beslowed 
;^]|Qi^.,woff^s u^ppxi the ordinary scandal of the 
4^pj:h^.}U^pQi| the horrible conflicts through 
wludi^ 'they had passed, or in which they were 
yet to. mingle. 

" They lay this thing of Caraarga entirely to 

the door, of Guzman/' said one; *^ and, in my 

■mji^l, . the imputation were reasonable, could 

I^.Cri^f^ov^r any cause for enmity between them< 

TU^ .9tfff that (xuasman smothered him with 

g}^w4 of, cptton^tree down. Wherefore — " 

r^.j^fyPbop Najara,"' said the other, bluffly; 

';^f l^)fua[iem>t ft mas upon these vain fencies; for 

Qunarga was killed by a hard weapon, and by 

j[)9)pilIows of. cotton down or feathers. I found 

hii»,inysplf." ^ 

(1^ '* Ay," said Niyara, for it was the hunchback, 

whose companion was no other tlian the worthy 

Ustoriao, Bemal Diaz del Castillo, — ^^ Ay, 
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seiior anjijjo, but be was not dead ; f^,y% l|ffi 
speakiogpf two very different events : to ,jjjpjcg 
which palpable to thy historical nvi^^, >vj?. jivjf^ 
e^en go back to the starting ppint. It i3 W|^^l ^ 
man of ill mind as with a caonyni^r;., wjhq^fffj^ 
look for the mark of his ball in a/or^sl, pl^^ 
go back to the place whence he ^ot \U apd ^k^ 
the range over again." . , ., 

" I do not understand thy trppe,^ said T^Xr 
nal, " nor what thou tneanest by an * iU miacjj 
not having one myself, but one that. haji;bo,ij^i:aj 
animosities against none but Indians. A^U>if^ 
Camarga, I found him myself. It was w\i,j^i^ 
we marched out of Tezcuco^ by thf nqrtbmipPf 
road ; for I was then with Alyarado^ jS^4ilg:lU?^ 
Tacuba. I say it, and it is to n^y hoaQUf> .^Qi 
shame, that Cortes, when he left the b,rigRPliDft^{ 
demanded me of Alvarado ; ^ ibr,^ sai4/jh?»i 
' Bernal Diaz is one of my best frieods^.fii^^,^ 
soldier second to none :* which is true, tbpuglft 
I say it myself. De Olid was with us, with his 
men. The story is this : When we passed by^ 
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irfife c|y*presS-tree on tlie hill, t Bethougnf me of 
ii1dlilip1:'er of inybook, which I had lost, I knetv^^ 
ftot-^hfe're iiof when. * Now,' said 1, * perhaps 
f ^M ft ^linder this tree;' for what with the 
sttddeH'cbmiiig of Juan Lerma, poor fellow, anii 
ffife quarrfel' I'had with Gaspar on his account, 
ftfejiarten from that place, without much 
thought of what might be left behind me. But 
ponderittg on this, as we passed, I dropped from 
the rdnks, and hunting about, I saw Camarga 
fyirig rtian^led at the bottom of the hill ; and 
virhen'we came to examine him, it was plain he 
KtfiJ been struggling there for many hours, — 
p^iffaps, afl'tiight. We thought he was dead ; 
b^t^u^ Catalan, the cannonier, whois so good 
dt^% fHeSif wo6iid, said, his heart was yet beat- 
irirgi^^tid lief mijght lire. So we sent him back 
tt^'lTei^coj'tlien iii charge of Guzman, that the 
Itafiiifo^'^dt^iSfs might see what could be done 
Mll'hittl. 'And there he died." 
'^'^^&yl -ff ''W6 can believe Guzman,'' said 
Najara; " and no doitbt, he did: but howf 
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EfK)w now, Bert^aT, for thou aft tbd iniM^nt to 
look further than thy nose, and thid^'tfi^J^'^s' 
death has made a great noise at head-quarters ; 
for, somehow, they have come to assodaf^ iVwftfif * 
the marvellous disappearance of La Mohj6t/a2a^r 
for which there are but two ways ' of kcco\itftf- 
ing." ' : r 

" As how?'' said Bemal, gravely. "Gil' 
Ortaga told me, he saw her ghost, six nights 
after, in Iztapalapan, dragging the spifft <^ 
Viliafana by the hair; which frightened hint 
verymuch.^ 

*' The first thought," said Najara, " is, that ' 
she drowned herself for the love of Juan LermA,' 
of which— -that is, of her love, at least — ^theiie iH 
some proof that might be mentioned, werethttfe^ 
any wisdom in speaking it ; and the second/ 
that Guzman hid her in some den about 'Tesi- 
cuco, trusting to the departure of Cortes on th^ ' 
morrow. It is well known that Guzman will' 
play rival with the devil himself, if he have 
taken a fancy to a woman.'' 
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" Fu,"^ md Bernal, " that is a foolish 

tbougjitv 

^^ I^o^t thou Dot know," demanded the 

h^9hjba(;k^ ^^ that he is in disgrace, for acts 
stil] darker than these? He abused the In« 
du^ps in th|e palace> rxsbbu^ them of their gold 
and women, at his will, and greatly incensed 
th^ young, king Ixtlilxochitl, who complained 

• 

to Cortes. Cortes sailed to Tezcuco in person, 
and removed him from his government; and 
now he is in such disgrace, that were it not for 
some old friendship between him and the Cap* 
taiqUreQeral, it is thought Cortes would ut- 
terly renpunee him. The Indians say, that he 
murdered Camar^a, when the poor man was 
recovering. But this is improbable, Camarga 
was a stranger, and without foes. Yet his fate 
has greatly troubled the general. As for the 
lady Infeliz, Don Francisco persists in averring 
that he knows nothing about her. He brought 
a Tlascalan, who swore he saw both her and 
Camarga walk out from the northern gate toge- 
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iher, daring the review; wh^eby RtT'lrtWlcl 
have us believe they fell into the h$ibSi tftide 
Mexicans ; but Indians will swear any'^lfii^Mf 
you tell them how. It is said, that Gt^tmkn 
has got permission to serve in the fle^t with 
Garci Holguin, his old frtcnd. They ire' ttro 
dare-devils together, and neither in very good 
odour ; so they will doubtless do some desj^- 
rate act to regain favour.— Hark, Bemal ! 4o5t 
thou hear nothing ?^ 

" Nothing but the whistling of the Indians at 
the fire ; — for that is the way they make th«ir 
signals. We shall have hot work to morrow, 
Najara.""— 

" Hark I — ^Ah, 'tis the sound of oars ! One 
of the night-ships is approaching the dike. 
Whflt^s ¥ the wind now ?—Hah, sirrah I wtaat 
brings thee out of limits ?" 

These words were directed to a tall ttIM, 
cloaked to the eyes, whom they had not h^d^ 
noticed, who stood hard by, peering into the 
lake, as if he sought to discover the approaidi- 
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hN^i?^«ilpVJ ^i9»«ira hpbbled up to hiw, in no 

^)i$^ 4f^tiPQi ^d repeated the question before 

Vt|^#tl«i|gftr lieigned to a^awer hini. He then 

'^imm^ wd re|)l|#d» wkh great Goolness, 

u>>i: ^sC<49*ias^yi e^ool^hack) curiositji — i^otne 

iiltk-iicbk^to know how thou and thy brother 

\-^u^ .Bem^l Diaz, discourse of thy betters. 

-Weil, Wf^e^^ have you done ? have you de- 

-cjiatched mine honour twice over again ? I am 

not in good odour, hah ? I have murdered Ca- 

^a^ga^ and suborned Indians to invent fables of 

^ l4a Moo^onaaa ? Out upon ye, fools ! I 

tl|9iight. thou wert not so sodden-brained, Na- 

jara !'' 

' ^ As if his voke were not enough to make him 
'koowE)' the eavaher removed t}M? doak .from 
lib visiige, and exhibited the iron features of 
Don Francisco de Guzman, illuminated by the 
i^Pldjbcbfire hard by. There was something 
< ailOttt < his countenance unusually dark and 
Berce : yet he did not speak angrily, although 
Niyara perceived he must have overheard some 
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pS, hi^ 9oqcli|ding expressions. But .|^|)im» ^#s 
not a HJan. to he daupted eren try a str^o^fijiffln 
a^d a sterner eye. He replied tberejfcM^ ynfih 
composurei • . ;:v : 

*' What we have said, 8efk)r Dpn Fr^n^i^PP? 
we have said^ and may , t^ke. thie aajofie libei^l^ 
again. But under your favour^ 6e5orr I. am 
just now, the captain of the guard; 4ndfts I 
cannot number you among my copnptny^I 
must e'en make bold to ask your wiU^ as 
well as your business, here, in advaiiee of the 
post?'' 

VThpu shalt ask, and be answered," rigid 
Guzman, clapping his fingers to his Ups^ and 
whistling with a s^r^ngth that might ha^ve dooe 
honour to lh%.,ii^ghbouring infidel^ thougki'tB 
a manner differing entirely from ^ay;c>f .^hliHr 
signals. '* One, two, — three, — as^A t^^ohit ! 
/oo-u?&i^/ like a hungry kite in the moirsJiAg^i 
Dost thou understand (hat^ mv Corcohii^ji 
If thou dost not, then poco & paco, , f paeienfigM,^ 
as Hire say after dinner; £br presently thou4^b|^ 
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"^bi^ made wiser. After which, get thee tdthy 
^&g8 i^tet^, in the mud, and snore with th^m.-^ 
lAth, amigo y hefmano / Garci, mi cora^soncito ! 
I will know thy pipe among a thousand, for it 
wM&rtled out of the nose, fike the hiss of a ser- 
^nt i^-— Fare ye well, patches ; and Heaven send 
ye a rough rouse in the morning.**' 

While the cavalier was yet speaking, a little 
boat fit>m the brigantine, the heavy oars of 
which they had long since heard, though they 
ccmld scarce trace it in the gloom, shot against 
the causeway ; and an officer of a powerful 
frame and forbidding aspect, just rendered 
vinble by the fire, rising up, extended his hand 
10 ^u^iman, who immediately jumped aboard^ 
and took a seat at bis side. It was then pushed 
off; and soon vanished on the lake. 

^* There they go,» said Najara, not without 
a<teirittiM, ^^ two imps after- the devil's own 
fikltig, strong*handed, tough-headed, hard- 
hearted! Wo betide ye, brown lambkins of 
Mexico ! for these wolves have scented a hole 

G 2 
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in your pinfold. I tell thee, Bernal, man, we 
shall have rare work to-morrow, and these men 
will make it rarer. When the gall comes from 
Guzman^s lips, the devil is waked up in his 
liver. * A rough rouse in the morning !' For 
thy good wish, mayest thou have as rugged a 
couch in the evening — Amen ! for I love thee 
not." 
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CHAPTER VII. 



The two subalterns now rejoined their compa- 
nipns, and passing them, as they stood patiently 
to their arms, waiting for the dawn and the 
battle, they crept through the sleepers towards 
the cannon, which were placed in the rear, the 
cannoniers sleeping around them. Here, they 
found a solitary individual of the watch they 
had relieved, leaning moodily against one of 
the pieces, instead of sharing the slumber of his 
comrades. 

Bernal Diaz surveyed him for a moment, and 
then touched him on the shoulder : 

** Townsman,'' said he, ** it is but a foolish 
thing of thee to stand upon thy legs, watching.. 
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whea.tby gmurd datj is oven Slecfg a-fiftliH' 
Gaspor— •^w^ shall have toilsome, 'woirkniiti^ 
morrow. » • nlqr-rkl 

Sleep thyself, Bernnl," replied GasparOhSf 

vbat care I fbr sleep P Come^ get thei'into 
the mud^ and I will take thy place. l^i?aati 
shalt have my doak, too^ if thou wilt, to keep 
the rain out — I can warm me by walking.^ 

^'I will do no such thing,"* said Bernali 
grasping the hand of his friend, though Caspar 
turned from him, and seemed desirous to con- 
tinue the coQTersation no longer; ^Mf tbott 
wilt wake, why well. I wfll talk thee outjof 
thy melancholy* Thou art very much cbaago^^ 
Gaspar. I know not why dtou shouldst 
grieve after this boy. Thou must now oonfuss, 
he IS unworthy thy friendfihip.^ ti .' 

Gaspar returned no answar, and Bemdl.fiotti- 
tinued to give consolation by inflicting pain, — 
which is the common way. 

*^ It is allowed by all, that he is a renegade; 
and doubtless, also, be has. become a worsliippet: 
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oiifidbeg^Bi for. he who wftl •tiini;j9t:8iaefd' 
ag^injt '. t vhis ^ taoBHtrymett, is a ^ rc^oe imd ^ fl)> 
blasphemer— that is my_opinioD. Gil Ortaga 
sdde-^ ,-" • .. ■ 

< ^Tfae fiend seijse Ott^ffi^ and thee .into the 
baigain !" said Claspar, angrily^ '^ If a..deer 
be wounded, and hide himself in a by*way» bis 
fellows will not hunt after him^ to gore him !«~ 
Why shouldst thou have less humanity than a 
deer?'^ 

^^ Comey Gaspar^ if I have offended thee, I 
ask thy pardon," said Bemal Diaa ; ^' for thou 
art my townsman and friend* though we have 
quwrelled floncitimes; and ^hat I 8ay> I say 
with a good mieaning." 

- Gaapar looked oveir his shoillder) and finding 
that Najara had returned to the front, he grasped 
BernalV hand, and said eamesdy, • 

^^liQt there be ill will and ill words between 
us no more ; for who knows what may come to 
us to-morrow ? I know what is said of Juan 
Lerma. He is wdth^ the infidels--but what 
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drpye l^im among them ? . He is^ .a re.ne^ad^ 
tooyrr-jet whal made him §o? . He t^^^^St^j^l^ 
i^nemy to cut di^phes imd throw yp ramp^^^ 

to lay. ambushes and attack ships^ an^.^ t'^SSll 
saQt other feats and stratageips, not > to be 1^^:^^ 
for among barbarians. This th^y say,"^-i4) 
say ; and some swear tbey have seen him^. iu,^ 
Mexican cloak^ fighting at the head o£ tbg 
pagans, and knew him by his stature and vpic^. 
Let us believe all this— what then ? Berual, Jt 
is a thought that preys upon .me, remembering 
bis honour, bis goodness, and truth, «^apd if^s 
it isj—^'that a damnable malice has driven hig^ 
against his own will^ into the den of perditioj^u 
Hark thee^ h^re, in thine ear — thou r^^eji^T 
berest the expedition to the South Sea?» ^e,&re 
that, thou knqwest, I was in great fayour> with 
Cortes, whom I loved well, for he had don^^n^ 
many good deeds in Cuba. About thc^t ^ime, 
Juan Lerma lost favour, and no one knew why ; 
for as to censuring the indignities offered, to 
Montezuma, that was a crime committed by 
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some hundreds besides, who were never punished. 
The cause, Bemal, the true cause, — ^I would I 
might tell thee the true cause : but I swore an 
oath never to breathe it to mortal man* But 
this I may speak, (and thou must afterwards 
forget it.) I see things more clearly than I did 
beftnre; and methinks, this night, mine eyes 
are further opened. I see very well, that we 
are all deluded and abused, and Juan Lerma an 
innocent man. Hearken then to what I say. 
One night, Cortes came to me, looking more 
like a demon than a man, and he said to me, 
' Gaspar Olea, thou must kill me a snake, that 
has stung me upon the breast/ And with that 

■ * • 

he told me a thing, which I cannot speak ; but 
this followed — I agreed that I would kill Juan 
lierma.- 

**'l!'hou art beside thyself, Gaspar," said 
Berna), with the utmost astonishment. 

** I had good reason given to me," continued 
Olea ; '< and at that time I had but little ac 
quaintance with the young man, and no love ; 

g5 
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and I wasboun^ v^ry atrongl^ito Cprte^;) ]Lfp- 
derstand me, BernM : I didnqt qpos^tiQ g^jr 
the part of an assassin, for, tbi^t yfa^j^r^ggff, 
fpr Gaspar Olea. But beiiig, ccmirincjed jf}>p 
thing was just, and that the youijg m^ W^^ 
knave deserving death, I agreed ta -exasji^f tp 
him into a quarrel ; wherein I appea3ed mj 
conscience, by thinking of the risk I ranj^^h? 
being reckoned very good at all weapoiiSv But 
what dost thou think? The very next nig^ 
comes me Cortes again, with quite anpt^ior 
story. * Gaspar,' said hq, Uhe thing I. t^Ji^ 
thee was false, and I have done the yQUli|;,xipLa^ 
a wrong. Wherefore, quarrel with bioi 
and forget what I have told thee;^ .^( 
many things which satisfied my mind, thatft)^ 
youth was an innocent man, very l^sts^ly ^an^ 
dered. This caused me to think well of him,;, 
and I consented to go with him to the Soujtj^f; 
Se^. There, Bernal, I learned to lov^ hijipi^for 
he was brave, and noble, and good; ay, by my;, 
faith, I loved him better than ever I had love4. 
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M G^M? ' fini * What tli^i»* jrbl^wiA gay ; 
*%hereto tericfe ^ this ?' To tW^^hd ft Is 
*di^mriabte to^ink lipoh : the Grenei'al deeeived 
itofe,— he repented havnig made me his confi- 
'diht ; Tbtil he stfll longed for the blood of Juan 
Eisrchpii. Hence the South Sea scheme, devised 
for oar destruction— (at this moment I see it 

r 

plainly,) — for Juan'^s, because of the Generars 
hate, add for mine^l^ernai, because he had con- 
fided to me a secret of which he was ashamed. 
Ay, by my faith ! he repented him that passion 
had made him so indiscreet ; and therefore de- 
signed to put me out of the way. The soldiers 
have a iStory that he was angry with me for 
some freedom of speech. This is false. He 
smiled on me to the last, and thus' lulled my 
fears. Neither Juan nor myself had any sus- 
picion of evil intentions. He made it appear, 
that the expedition was given to us, because of 
hfe regard for our courage ; and he deigned to 
tell me in secret, that his chief reason for send- 
ing Lerma, was that he might be angered no 



ids CORTES, OR 

Jeager by his censures,*-— Joati being th^ 
very . melancholy and peevish, in consequeii«cfe 
of the death of some old companion he hkA 
kiUcd in EspaSola. But, Bcrnal, he deceived 
us both, as I can now see clearly. He liiade it 
appear to the soldiers, that he was sorry to 
puni»h Juan-^nay, some said he shed tears, 
among the Indians, when he signed the death- 
warrant. But this was hypocrisy. I know 
that he was rejoiced; for he remembered the 
old cause, and abhorred him.^ 

" Marry,*** said Bemal Diaz, " it cannot be 
doubted he did. But the caui^, Gaspar. I do 
not ask thee, what it was : but was it eno«^ 
to excuse such rancour?" 

"If true, yesy'* replied Gaspar, with deep 
emphasis. *^ But it was not true. Juan wks 
innocent. I have probed his heart a thoo^and 
times, while we were in the desert together, 
and when he knew not what I was doing. He 
has not wronged Cortes — ^no, nor any other 
living, creature. This I told the General, Vfhen 
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:W^ returned to Tezcuco^ after the eanifHii^ 
fixund the lake. But what wouldst thou think? 
Ue averred' tbat he had forgot the thing; — 
ibat it was very foolish ; — a groundless slander 
brought against Juan by an enemy ; — that he 
l0v^d him as well as ever, and proceeded agaii(!st 
bim only on account of broken laws and de- 
crees; — that he durst not pardon him, since 
his affection was well known, (his affsc- 
tiorii Bernal i) and the men would cry out 
against his favouritism. I knew he spc^e 
falsely 5 and so I told him. He hardened my 
heart ; and then I ran to Villafana, who bad 
ih^ power to save him, and promised to make 
him our chief captain.'* 

,.^'Now that you speak of Villafana,*' said 
Bernal, " it reminds me of this : why, had 
Juan Lerma been a man of honour and a Chris- 
tian, should he have joined in the murderous 
jjots of that detectable traitor .?" 

^^ Thou shouldst ask that of tne^'^ said Gas- 
par, fiercely. " But it m^itters not. Who says 
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Hm ^vMk litema Jdined Mm? Nsjoitt^aV^)^ 
that he kept them from speedi together f ^9 
LuiM Rftfagtf, trho didd of the Ho^mdit' he got 
smofig the pirisigiias, ' aweek sinc^, deelared^'f^ 
hia comrades as well aa the ymest, (avid-'beii^' 
of the prison-guard, he- knew all',) tti^t 3iiiAi 
fought in the pri«»on wkh Viilafanaj abo6t the 
list, the very night that Villafana was banged* 
and would have been killed, but for the coming 
of La Monjonaza. I saw the traitor, myself/ 
when he came among the cavaliers ; and he was 
hurt in the shoulder. Does this look Hke^oiti-* 

4 

ing him ? Trust me, Bernal, we have doVie a 
great wrong to my young captain ; and I can- 
not die, without thinking that I leave beKiwd^ 
me one man, at least, to do him justice. Thts" 
is what I say : — Not his crime, but the general'^' 
secret malice, has driven him among the infidels'. 
He is a prisoner with them, or perhaps he has 
already died the death of sacrifice. They He,*^ 
who say they have seen, or will see him in arms 
against us. On this I will gage my life ; and I ^ 
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is^Jbrfdit^d I JjBwea? it — Amen.** ; ^ • ,\ 
, , Thf^ y^p^ fcix^ m the <^hav6etejr of a do^ il 
thaty in all the Quarrels betwixt others of hit 
spm^Sy h^ al^ji^ys tak^ part against the feebltn 
In thi&pArti^ular^ be.is sometimes aped by hk 
nmstery-^noti indeed, in an absolute conflict be* 
tweenmanand man; for ninety in a hundred 
will,, in such case, befriend the weaker party, — 
but in those combats which an individual wages 
with an evil destiny. Ill thoughts naturally 
follow upon ill luck ; and it is the curse of mis* 
fortune to be followed by ungenerous suspicion 
and i^tp more odious crimination. As the whole 
army were acquainted with the manner of Juan^s 
flight) or rather capti\ity, they did not he»tate 
tQ brieve him up in arms against them ; and 
every repulse which they endured from the 
barbarians, they traced to the malignance and 
activity of the exOe^s treason. Fear and inven* 
tion together clothed him with the vestments of 
a fallen angel ; and if some savage, more gigan^ 



136 CORTES, OR 



:;-iL 



tic and ferocious than the rest, distinguished 
himself in the front of battle, straightway 'a 
dozen voices invoked curses upon the head ot 
the unhappy Lerma. There were few who did 
not forget his sorrows and wrongs, and speal of 
him only with execrations ; and many had at- 
ready begun to anticipate, as the chief triumplFi' 
of victory, and the most delightful of all their 
hopes, the privilege of burning him alive on the' 
temple-top, or even sacrificing him to their ven- 
geance, after the equally horrific manner of the 
Mexicans. 

While Bemal Diaz was thus conversing with 
the outcast's only friend, there came from the*" 
distant gates of Xoloc, a suppressed hum, as of 
an army arising from its slumbers. This was 
soon followed by the sound of heavy bodies' of 
men^ approaching over the causeway; and it' 
soon became evident, that the morn was to be 
ushered in with the usual horrors of contention. 

" Up, knaves!" cried the voice of the hunch^ 
back, " ye grumbling, growling, wallowing,. 
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swine, that call yourselves lions and tigers ; up, 

*' <'" ^'' '' ' ' ... ' • I -^ 

and $hake the clay from your cloaks, before it 
is tfodden off by the hoofs of the horsemen !" 
. As he spoke, a cavalier galloped up to the 
party, and drawing in his steed, while the men 
rose to their feet, he exclaimed, 

" Halony Najara, man ! where art thou ? 
Dost thou talk thus in thy sleep ?*' 

" Ay, may it please your excellency," said 
the hunchback, recognising the voice of Cortes ; 
'^ For it is well, on such a post, that a soldier 
should have the faculty of issuing commands 
asleep, as well as jvaking.'" 
\ "Dost thou hear, Diaz?**' muttered Gaspar 
in his companion's em*. " Wouldst thou think 
now to what the devil has tempted me, ever 
since I have seen clearly that of which I have 
spoken ? I tell thee, man, I have sometimes 
thought it were but a turn of good friendship, 
to kill the man who has brought these things 
upon Juan Lerma !^ 

" Thou art mad!" said the historian in 
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abrtt^ But hit tiiHhet MmAmme^mk^l^ 
dwt by Coties riding by, and ereit-4l#^t% ^ 
charger, though at a cauticm. pafee, b«yd«f^tb^ 
wftlcb-fire^ as if to reconnoitre with 4iis^fei4ii 
eye«, the situation of the foe. : * ^>* 

" Pear me not,*" said 6«spar, bit(5erlyf *^ydtsr 
shall see me do what I have done before' at 
Xochimiloo, — pluck him out of the jaws of the 
devourers, if need be. I think I was Ih^'^il^' 
chanted ; for, when I saw the Indians have hiM 
off his horse, I said to myself, ^ If I let bitn die 
DOW, no harm happens to Juan Lertna/ Buf 
come — ^let us follow after hi nil. And bid seiidifii 
of your dull sluggards along with us, lest th^ 
pagans should make a sally from the rsetiipiH: 
Hark I he has ridden up, till their fire shines on 
his armour, and they see him ! He will h^Di^' 
the villains upon us, before the reinforcetlilli^^ 
arrive!" :mi 

The Captain-General did, inde^, advance sb 
far that he was seen by the pagan sentinel)^; 
who whistl^ out a shrill note of alarm, aiid 
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t^ep b^t tbflR jww bim'^titt.His cortbl^ 

ai^ 4be,in>ii.biitkkr wlucli he carrikL befiovb 
hJ4if^i^y^MtUA,Mn^f the crasMng arrow*heaifai 
Tbiis : adm^ished) he rode a Uttle back) tmi 
was joined by three or four other caVali^rt, 
who eam^gsAlojnng up from the causeway. 

,: *^ What say ye, cavaliers ?'^ he cried. " Me- 
thiiiks, there 13 tlot even a duck lyin;^ near the 
causey^side, much less a brace or two of my 
bfigantines,^^ 

, ^^ Jf your excellency be looking for the ships," 
self) Najar^, ** I can satisfy your mind* Tbwe 
w^p^ $0ine five or six here an hour ^nce: I 
l^^rd the pluaging of their anchors on both 
8|de& ^ ^he dike," 

..,^^ M^J I will set thine ear^ against mine eyes 
ajiy (Jark mom, Corcobado, — Fetch up the 
Iii4i<m^> Quinones; md bid the horsemen 
follow at their heels. And hark ye, Najara,— 
let your drowsy knaves take post on the causey- 
side% le«t they be trampled to death under the 
feet of my red fuoneers. Wheel up the pieces 
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ftOlne tiii!iety or an hundred paces in advance i 
and fiee that your matcfasticks be dry and com- 
biistible. Where didst thou hear the sound of 
the anchors ?"*' 

^^ But a little distance on the lake ; and me^ 
thinks I can see two of the vessels oh the left 
betwixt us and the Indians — His valour, Ddn 
Garci Holguin, did but now take up the sefior 
Guzman — ^'^ 

"A pest upon Guzman!" said the general, 
sharply. " Get thee to thy men, and move me 
the ordnance without delay." 

<« * A pest upon Guzman P " muttered 
Gaspar. *^ I have a thought of him also; but 

« « 

I know not that he has done Juan a wrong. At 
all events, methinks, his case is like mine. — The 
generaVs secrets are unlucky." 

With that he retired, and took post among 
the soldiers. 

In a few moments, and a numerous body of 
Indian auxiliaries made their appearance, bear- 
ing, besides their ordinary weapons, which 
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were slung on their backs, certain hoee ami 
mattocjcs, called coas, some of stone, others of 
copper, but most of them of some hard wood« 
It was the business of these men to fill up the 
ditches, after the defenders had been driven 
away by a fierce cannonade from the ships, and 
by incessant discharges of stones and arrows 
from fleets of piraguas, manned by other Indian 
confederates, which lay near the brigantines. 
And here it may be observed, that the labour of 
filling a ditch was much inferior to that of re- 
opening it; and the causeways being con* 
structed of stones as well as. clay, it was not 

I. 

possible to remove the former to any great ex-» 
tent. Hence, the gaps that had been once or 
twice filled, remained, notwithstanding the toil 
of the besieged, so shallow, that they might, at 
almost any period, be forded ; though this, 
usually, was not done, until they were filled 
above the level of the water. 

Immediately after these pioneers, came a 
small body of horsemen^ behind whom were 
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ranged the lancers and swcurdBmen ; the muske- 
teers and cross-bowmen being chiefly distributed 
among the ships. 

These arrangements having been made, and 
the Tlascalans halting, within the distance of 
two hundred paces from the ditch, and throw^ 
ing themselves flat upon their faces on the 
causeway, to guard against the first volleys of 
the foe, all were directed to remain in repose, 
until the coming daylight should give tibe 
signal for battle. 

Nothing now broke the silence of the fadur, 
save the dropping sound of paddles from twti 
numerous squadrons of canoes, filled with aHms, 
which were stationed on the flanks of the reak ' 

•. • ' ii?-: 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Si^wLY the morning dawned ; and the fore- 
most Tlascalan, raising his head from the earthy 
cpu^d behold« dimly relieved against an atmos- 
phere of misty the outlines c^ the foe yet loiter* 
i8g«poa,the rampart behind the ditch, and wann- 
ing h|s. naked bo4y» for the last time, over his 
smouldering fire. And now, also, were seen the 
brigantines, four in number, which had taken 
post, long before day, on either flank of the 
ditch, while a line of well-manned piraguas ex- 
tended some distance beyond them. 

The savages gathered up their arms, and 
leaping upon the ramparts, shook them with de- 
fiance at the bedegers, taunting them with such 
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wor4s of opprobrium 9» K)<ur^e4 Wtl|4tfrir 
hatred and resoUitioa. .. v./st 

^^ Ho-ah! hp-ah ! What sa^ tfa^ kwf^lpi 
Castile ? what says the king of CifN^)«?" -dtay 
cried, — for all the offers of peaQeiHid^opmp0- 
sition, (sent occasioiuiUy by the hf^9r0f 
liberated captives,) being made by Cortes m^ihe 
name of his master, the barbarians pref^ed 
every defiance by expressing their contempt for 
his authority, — ^' What says the king of Castile ? 
He is a woman. He shows not his face — he is 
a woman. What savs Malintzin? what 
says Malintzin ? He calls for peace, — ^he is a 
coward : he fights in the house, when his f«e<is 
a prisoner, but he calls for peace, when Mmxico 
comes out upon the causeways. What mj the 
Teuctlis, — the Spaniards, — the soqs of ,the 
gods? They bring the Tlascalans^ to fight 
thdr battles^ — the TIasealans, the Tezcoeans, 
the Chalquese, and the other little dogs of 
Mexico. Their flesh is very Utter, and their 
hearts sour : the mitzlis and ocelotls, the w<dyes 
and the vultures, in the king^s garden, say. 



THE^iLt &F MEXICO. ^5 

^t^hS'^ h^^ 4oo^y for this is the flesh 6f 

crocodiles." What say the men of TIascala ? 

\TISpy kr^ Aai^y^ — they say they are slaves^ and 

^wMit m«tt^»^ It wh^e they fight ? If Malin tzin 

ffftwdU wo fa^ Thscala I for he will scourge 

^ her wfll^ whips, tind biim her with brands, even 

^Abftl the old tnan with gray hairs down to the 

^IMlIe infant that screams : if Mexico be victori- 

•ofid, wo ibr Tlasoala ! for we will strike her 

'down with our swords, as we strike the maize- 

fttaiks ill the harvest^field. Ho-ah ! ho-ah I 

Gotne on, then, ye women, cowards, and slaves ! 

for we are Mexicans, and our gods are 

hungry!** 

'With such ferocious exclamations, the bold 
bArbttrians provoked the besiegers; and with 
sUch "they were used, each morning, to incite 
dnehi to the work of slaughter. 
■-' The Spaniards still stood fast, and the TIas- 
' calans lay upon the earth, receiving the arrows 
thkt were for awhile shot at them; until the 
Mexicans, es^hausting their voices with out- 

VOL. III. H 
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ciies, at last ceased to continue them, and. as- 
sumed an attitude as quiescent as that of tjbeir 
foes. 

While they thus remained, each party spring 
the other in the face, and the rapidty inic;reas- 
ing light made it evident that a very considera- 
ble multitude of infidels were gathered upon 
the dike, a trumpet was winded behind the 
TlascalanSy in one single, prolonged, and pow- 
erful note, that woke up the echoes of moun- 
tains, even at the distance a( leagues. It. was 
answered, first from the west, from the dike of 
Tacuba, in a blast both strong and cheery, and 
immediately after, though mudi more faintly^ 
from the northern causeway, where Sandoval 
was marsh^Qg his forces. 

As soon as these signals, for such they were, 
had been exchanged betweien the leaders, the 
trumpet of Cortes sounded again, with a suc- 
cession of short, sharp, and fierce notes, such 
as blast fury into men's hearts, through their 
ears. Instantly, and as if by enchantment, the 
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four falconets in the brigantines were itis- 
charged) and swept hundreds of the barbamns 
from the causeway. Then followed the rattle of 
musketty, mingled with the clang of crossbows; 
which 4in was continued^ until the gutiners, 
loading again, di^harged their pieces a second 
tittle upon the enemy. And now the Tlascalan 
pioneers, springing up, rushed with wild yells 
to the ditch, which they began to fill with 
frantic speed. 

Notwithstanding the boldness of their defi- 
ance, the Mexicans made a much less manly 
resistance than was expected. But they stood 
as long as any human beings could do^ exposed 
between two deadly batteries, bodi plied with 
unexampled activity, and both strengthened by 
the addition of the native archers in the pira- 
guas. They handled their bows and slings as 
t^y could, and they cheered one another with 
shouts ; but it was evident that they must soon 
give way, and take post behind some ditch un- 
approachable by the brigantines. 

h2 
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iAssooixas this became knowjp, the S|)api&li 
foot soldiers began to encourage on^, aiu)tljej;^49 
apticipatioD of the charge which they werp soon 
to be called upon to make; and JQi^rnal pia^i^ 
losing his grave equanimity, in the prpsppct of 
adding another leaf to his chaplet of imp^q^j- 
tality, ran briskly to and fro, in virtue, of hjs 
official rank, which could scarce be defined io 
any one title of modern military nomenclature, 
and cheered every soldier with whom he hapr 
pened to be well acquainted. In the course of 
his rounds, he fell upon Caspar, from whpm 
he had been before separated, and whom he 
now seized by the hand, crying, 

" Now, Gaspar, my dear brother of Medina 
del Campo, we shall have such a rouse among 
the red infidels as will make posterity stare." , 

He was then about to extend his exhortations 
toothers, when Gaspar arrested him, turning 
upon him, to his great surprise, a countenance 
extremely pale and agitated. 

" Art thou sick, man ?** cried the historian. 
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**^ or art tliou worn out with watching ? A few 
kbobks, Gaspar, will soon warm thy blood/' 
• ^*Bernal,* said his friend, with an unnatural 
\hij^9 ** ii«rei*t thou ever in fear ?" 
' «'lll fbfe ?'' echoed Bernal Diaz. « Never, 
Beftrt'e a?n inMel ; —never, at least, but once, 
when they had me in their hands, and I thought 
they were carrying me to the temple.^ 

*' What were thy feelings then 'f^ demanded 
Caspar, with singular eagerness : " was there 
ice in thy bosom, and lead in thy brain ? Were 
thy lips cold, and thy tongue hot? l)id thy 
hand shake, thy teeth chatter, thy leg fail ? — 
Faugh ! what should make me fear to go into 
battle ?^ 

" ^' Fear ! thou fear !'*' said Bernal, anxiously. 
*' Thou art beside thyself, never believe me 
else, — ^frenzied with over- watching." 

" I tell thee,^' said Caspar, with a grin that 
was indeed expressive of terror, ** that, if thou 
hunt this whole_ army through, thou wilt not 
find a white-livered loon of them all, who is, at 



180 CORTES, OR 

thiiB ifioiD^ht, mo^e a cow^il than vi]i>jn9d.£ Mtiy 
should I be 8of Is there an axe at mj^^duv 
aiid a foot on my breast? There ai« an bim^ 
dred stout Spaniards^ and thirty score TlascaHr 
lans betwixt me and the foe; and yet I ain in^ 
great terror of mind. I have heard that subh 
things are forewarnings !'* 

^^ If thou art of this temper, indeed,^" said 
honest Bemal, with more disgust than he cared 
to conceal, '* get thee to the rear, in God's 
name, and thou mayst light somewhere upon a 
flask of maguey-liquor. Shame upon thee, 
man ! canst thou be so faint«»hearted P" . 

** Ay l^ cepUed Caspar; " yet I go not to 
the rear» notwithstanding. I thought thou 
shouldst have counselled me.— -Fare thee well, 
then, Bemal-^Thou dost not know that one can 
be in terror of death, and yet meet death with-* 
out flinching. Fare thee well, brother; and 
what angry things I have said to thee, forget^ 
even for the sake of our early days. Fare thee 
well, Bernal, fare thee wt^U." 
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Tfie Btoba^Hoxa locked his friend in. a warm- 
embrace, kissed him on both chedcs^ nd tb«o» 
stavting airay, rushed towards the front, with 
att alacrity that seemed utterly to disprove his 
humbling confession. Whether or not fear had 
indeed^ for the first time in his life, beset him, 
it is certain that Gaspar Olea did, that day, 
achieve exploits which eclipsed those c^ the 
most distinguished cavaliers^ and consecrated 
his memory for ever in the hearts of his com- 
rades. 

The Tlascalans, working with furious zeal, 
had now so choked up the ditch, that stones 
and earth already appeared above the water. 
The Mexicans wavered, and seemed incapable 
of maintaining tlieir post for a moment longer. 

The fiery spirit of the Captain^eneral be* 
came incensed with impatience and hope. He 
rose upon his stirrups, and exalting his voice, 
always of vast and thrilling power, exclaimed, 

^^ This time, brothers ! we will seize the 
bridges before the pagans have leisure to de* 
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str^y^ them, Footmen i see that .ye.foUow ^(^c 
the hor^e, with all your spe^. Q^ya)i9r%i f^% 
yonir lancet in rest, and be i^s^dy* jWilMfm 
triunpeter! ^leak thy signal to. tivB.j]4^^ftf^ 
and brave hearts! fear not the g^jf, ^-^.ii^ 
strong enough to support yop. — Sou|)d, ,tri|fn,-» 
peter, sound !'^ 

The trumpeter winded a peculiar blast, aoid 
the TlascalanSy dividing asunder^. flung .them^ 
selves, from either side of the causeway, into 
the lake— a feat often before practised — and 
thus left the whole space up to the ditch vac^ant 
for the horsemen* At a second blast of ihe 
instrument, the cavaliers spurred up to th^ 
chasm, and crossing it as they could, aa4.elapf^-' 
bering over the rampart, dashed down at onc^ 
upon the disordered infidels. The footmim 
followed, running with all their strength, and 
returning the cheers, with which those jq the 
ships beheld the exploit of the cavalry. 

Meanwhile, the Mexicans, seized with un- 
usual consternation, fled with great haste to- 
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wards the city, pursued so closely by the cava- 
Kers^, thht tbty made no attefflpt at a staai^, 
ev^ at'th^ second ditch ; nor did they pause a 
miotnent, acHcotdingf to their usual tactics, to de^ 
;*tT6yfhei>ridgethii;t spanned it. It was, indeed, 
d niuTOW chaoBn, with an unfinished breastwork, 
atid eotild not have been maintained for an 
hour. Another equally narrow and indefensi- 
ble, occurred at a distance of less than two 
btiildred paces ; and, at such intervals, it ap- 
peared that the dike was perforated, as far 
as it extended, even within the limits of the 
island. 

The ardour of the cavaliers, aided by that 
incentive to valour, the back of the foe, carried 
them over three several bridges, before they be- 
thotrgbt them of the propriety of drawing up 
their horses a little, and waiting for the foot- 
men. 

*' Hahn ! halt ! and God give us better 
heads to our helmets, or better helms to our 
beads !'^ cried Juan of Salamanca, a valiant 

h5 
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ybuafi bidalgo> who had won UBfiiontal rtnoWh 
upon the field of Otumba; ^* Dues yotiC'ewet- 
ieacy intend that we twent j Paladind-ol^SiMm 
slull sack this city vdtk our lances iind> btick- 
lers? In my mind, we should dinde ainaiety 
of the honour with those who will share a full 
half of the profit*'' » 

^^ Ay/' said anodier, an ancient hidalgp, as 
all checked their steeds at the sudden call of 
the young man : '* We diould be wise, lest fire 
fall into an ambush. Let us wait here for die 
footmen." 

^* And have the bridges torn up before bur 
eyes!" cried Cortes with ungoyernable fire. 
^'Heaven fights for us to«day ; the infidels are 
seized witli a panic, and they are but few an 
number.'' 

*' Say not so, seEor," es^kimed Salamanea, 
pointing in front, where they could see the fu- 
gitives checked by what seemed a flood of armed 
men, pouring out from the dty. ^^ They. are 
in no panic; but we took them too early. 
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deum ham not jet been becKeit upoa^the 
len^e^top; but we. sball hear it now, isoon 
cuougk^-^Wbar bo I ye lame dueks with swordB 
aadlanoeBi ye lagging footmen 1 come on like 
inen^ and be Aeeter.^ 

*^ Let tts pass on» at least, slowly,''^ said 
Cortes. ^* The footmen are nigh, and we may 
yet gain two oc three bridges. Do ypu not see 
we are almost upon the iidand f — Hark I I hear 
the trumpet of Alvarado! — He will win the 
]«ace to the pyramid (-—Press on, gallant ca- 
valiers, press on r 

They were indeed within but a short dijstance 
fvaai the idand, surrounded by the ruins of the 
wiiter suburb ; and it seemed yet easy to seeure, 
at least- two more bridges, over which the fugi- 
tives had fled without pausing, and which 
could be gained befwe the causeway should be 
obstructed by the advance of the dense column 
from the city. Cdlling out, therefore, to the 
infantry to hasten, and finding themselves al- 
ready joined by two or three of the fleetest of 
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foot of whom th« Barba^Roxii was oDe, tfaey 
agaiii dafiia^ oBtwards, and secured the deaped 
p«38e$. .. 

Th^y now found themselves so near^o'tthe 
island, aa to be within reach of anoojanceiM>i» 
the adjoining housetops ; and this cireumsfiane^ 
together with the unexpected conduct of the 
Mexicans, produced such alarm in the bosom 
of the cavalier who had seconded Salamanca^s 
caution before, that he exclaimed* 

^^ Sel&or mio, and good brothers, let us think 
a little what we do, before proceeding ftirther. 
Let us beware of an ambuscado. The knaves 
yielded us the rampart, almcrat witiioat a bkiwt; 
and they leave the ditches bridged behind themi 
This m not the way Mexicans fight, when they 
fight honestly. Lo you, now, yonder is- a herd 
of twenty thousand men, with flags and banners, 
and they stop at sight of us, as if in dismay I 
What does this mean, if not some decoy for a 
strat^em?^ 
. " It means,'' said Cortes, " that they are in 
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a fierpkoatjr^ because their pmMs bteiv'e hot^^l 
gkcsi liheni the signal to fall <^ : and of 'HSl!^ 
perplexity it should be our wisdom to takerad^ 
vantage;. See, bow, the dogs are in confusion ! 
-^Niayy 'by my conscience ! 'tis the confusion of 
attaek,. aod they come against us ! Courch 
your iancesy and at them ! for it is better tbiey 
should feel the weight of our horses, than we 
thejihook of their stormy bodies. On, foot* 
men, on ! spur, cavaliers, spur ! Santiago and 
Spain I and down with the paynim scum !" 

At these words of exhortation, the horsemen 
elosed their ranks, shouted their war-*cries, and 
dabbed* with fearless audacity upon the advance 
ing^ wariiors.' They swept the cause way^ like a 
moving waU, and bowaver insignificant their 
nu^ibers, it did not seem possible for the enemy 
ta withstand the violence of their onset ; indeed, 
before a drop of blood was shed, they mani- 
fested such Fjrmptoms of hesitation and waver-, 
ing, as greatly exalted the courage of the as- 
Sisilants. They plied their slings and arrows, 
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kadeKd* tbey darted their javdinS} braiidialiefl 
tUeir speans and added their diacDrdasit duri^ 
aod wild whistling to the shouta 0i the 
Spaoiards; but still it was 10 a kiad of «oiilu-» 
sion and disorder^ that showed theii» tabe^lroid 
some cause or others not yet prepared fi»r 
combat. Nay, some were seen, asthegaUopinp 
squadron approached, to cast them^lves into 
the lake, as if in fear, and swim to the near^dt 
ruins for protection. 

This degree of disrelish for battle was a 
phenomenon, so unusual in the character of 
barbarians brave not only to folly, but to mad^ 
ness, that a wary commander would have laid 
it to heart, and pcmdered over it with su^icion. 
But not so the Captain-General. He vemtab* 
bered, with Salamanca, that the sound of the 
enormous drum on the temple of Mexitli, with 
which, each morning, the Mexican emperor 
gave the signal for battle, had not yet been 
beard ; and as there seemed to be as close, and 
almost as fanatical, a connexion between the 



THE FALL OF MEXICO. 289 

thiiiid«r«f this instrumeDt and the courage of tiie 
pagans, as be had found, in former days, in the 
case <^ the sacred horn, he did not doubt that 
thrir present timidity was caused entirely by the 
failure <^f the signal. Perhaps he thought it 
inereased also by- their sense of weakness; for 
jnom that he was nigh^ it became obvious that 
their numbers were much less considerable than 
they had appeared at a distance. At all events 
they were in fear, and they wavered ; which 
was enough to give his valour the upper hand 
of hift |n*udence.-^It is with martial ardour as 
with a pestilence ;— it ravens most furiously 
aiHong the ranks of fear* 

Fierce, therefore, was the zeal of his cavaliers, 
aaid their hearts flamed at the thought of blood. 
They raised their voices in a cary of victory, 
aild bounded like thunderbolts among their op- 
ponents. The shock was decisive; in a moment 
the whole mass of pagans was put to rout. 
They flung down their arms, and betook 
themselves to flight. Those who could, fled 
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down along the dike into the city ; others flung 
themselves into the water, and swam to the 
island, or to the neighbouring ruins. The 
only ones who made resistance, were those whose 
hearts were transfixed by Spanish lances, before 
they could turn to retreat. Such men uttered 
the yell of battle, and, in their dying agonies, 
thrust with their own hands, the spears further 
through their vitals, that they might be nearer 
to the foe, and strike the macana once more for 
Tenochtitlan. 

** On, ye men of the foot I" cried theCup^m^ 
General. *' Let the Tiascalans fire the boMS^ 
behind me; for now we are again upon -thi? 
island* Charge, oavaliers, charge i T^^ saiuls 
open a path for U6« Charge, my brQtbera^ 
charge ! and viva for Spain and our honour T- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The horsemen pursued along the dike, spear- 
ing <^tuiubling into the water, the few who had 
the heart to resist ; and so great was, or seemed, 
the terror of the barbarians, that the victors 
penetrated even within the limits of the island, 
until the turrets of houses, froYn which they 
were separated only by die lateral canals, dar- 
kened them with their shadows. Upon these 
were clustered many pagans, who shot at them 
both arrows and darts, but with so little 
energy, that it seemed as if despondence or 
fatuity had robbed them of their usual vigour. 
Hence, the excited cavaliers gave them but little 
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attenilibii, not doubting that they wtouM ^be 
sooti dislodged by the infantry* They ^/mt^ 
even regardless of circutnstaiices still more 
menacing: and if a lethargy beset the infidel' 
that day, it is equally certain that a ^ecies o^ 
distraction overwhelmed the brains <>f tb^^ 
Spaniards. It seemed as if the great 
object of their ambition depended more upori 
their following the fugitives to the temple^ 
square than upon any other feat ; atid to this 
they encouraged one another with vivas and 
invocations to the saints. They could alre^d;f 
behold the huge bulk of the pyramid, rtsiHg' 
up at the distance of a mile, as if it shut tip < 
the street; and its terraced ddes, thronged- 
with multitudes of men, seemed to prove to 
tbem^ that the frighted Mexicans were runnings ' 
to their gods for protection. It is true, they 
perceived vast bodies of infidels blocking up the 
avenue afar, as if to dispute their passage 
beyond the canalled portion of the island ; but 
they regarded them with scorn. 
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.. Tkey r^ish^ onwarda^ occaeionaUy (urrestec} 
hjf aome. flying gKHip« but only for a motaenl. 

. Ti^ere was a place, not far within the limits 
of ^he islandy where they found the causewayy 
for the space of at least sixty paces, so delved 
and pared away on either 8ide> that it scarce 
afforded a passage for two horsemen abreast. 
The device was of recent execution, for they 
beheld the mattocks of labourers still sticking 
in the earth, as if that moment abandoned. 
This xurcumstance, so strange, so novel, and so 
ominous, it might be supposed, would have 
aroused them to suspicion. The passage, as 
it was, so Qontaracted, broken, and rugged, 
looked prodigiously like the Al-Sirat, or bridge 
to paradise of the Mussulmans, — that arch, 
naiTow as the thread of a famished spider, 
over which it is so much easier to be precipi- 
tated than to pass with safety. Yet grim and 
threatening as it was, there was but one among 
the cavaliers who raised a voice of warning. As 
the Captain-General, without a moment's hesi-> 
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tation, pushing his horse forward, to lead the 
way, and without a single expression of sur- 
prise, the ancient hidalgo, who had twice berore 
sounded a note of alarm, now exclaimed,— 

" For the love of heaven, pause, sefior ! 
This is a trap that will destroy us.**" 

" Art thou afraid, Alderete ?^ cried Cortes, 
looking back to him, grimly. ^^ This is no 
place for a King's Treasurer," (such was Alde- 
rete, the royal Contador.) — " Get thee back, 
then, to the first ditch, and fill it up to thy 
liking. This will be charge enough for a 
volunteer.^ 

** I will fight where thou wilt, when thoii 
wilt, and as boldly as thou wilt,^' said the in- 
dignant cavalier ; ** but here play the madflian 
no longer." 

" I will take thy counsel, — rest where I kitiy 
— and, in an hour's time, see myself shut oiit 
from the city by a ditch, sixty yards wide ! 
God's benison upon thy long beard ! and 
mayst thou be wiser. Forward, friends ! Do 
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jQu not see ? the knaves are running amsdn 
to check us, and recover their unfinished 
gap! , On ! ^ourage, and on! Santiago jand 
at them T . 

It was indeed, as Cortes said. The infidels, 
who blocked up the streets afar, were now 
seen running towards them, with the most 
terrific yells, as if to seize, before it was too 
late, a pass so easily maintained. The cava- 
Hers, animated by the words of their leader, 
were quite as resolute to disappoint them, and 
therefore rode across as rapidly as they could. 
The pass was not only narrow, but tortuous 
and, irregular,; which increased the difficulties 
of suraiounting it ; so that the Mexicans, run«^ 
ninff wifh the most fraotic speed, were within a 
bowshot before Cortes had spurred his steed 
upQUf the broader portion of the dike. But, 
^s if there were something dreadful to the in- 
fidelsy in the spectacle of the great Teuctli 
of the East, thus again in their stronghold, 
they came to a sudden halt^ and testified their 
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valour only by yelling, and waving their spears 
and banners. -. 

" Courage, friends, and quick V* cried Cortes, 
" The dogs are beset with fear, and will not 
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face us. Ye shall hear other yells in a moibeni. 
Haste, valiant cavaliers ! haste, men of Spain ! 
and make room for the footmen who are behind 
you." 

The screams of the barbarians were loud 
and incessant ; but in the midst of the din, as 
he turned to cheer his cavaliers over the broken 
passage, Don Hernan's ears were struck by 
the sound of a Christian voice, calling from 
the midst of the pagans, with thrilling vehe- 
mence, 

** Beware ! beware ! Back to the causey ! 
beware!" 

" Hark !^ cried Alderete, who had already 
passed ; ^^ Our Saint calls to us ! Let us re- 
turn r 

" It is a trick of the fiend r exclaimed 
Cortes, in evident perturbation of mind. ** Come 
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op, good frieiids, and let us seize vantage- 
ground ; or the dogs will drive us, singly, into 
the ditches." . 

"Back! back!" shouted the cavaliers be- 

. ' » i' 

hind — " We are ambushed ! We are sur- 
rounded!'* 

Their further exclamations were lost in a 
tempest of discordant shrieks, coming from the 
front and the rear, from the heavens above, 
and, and as they almost fancied, from the 
earth beneath. They looked northward, to- 
wards the pyramid, — the whole broad street 
was filled with barbarians, rushing towards 
them with screams of anticipated triumph; 
they looked back to the lake^^-^the causeway 
was swarming with armed men, who seemed 
to have sprung from the waters ; to either side, 
apd beheld the canals of the intersecting streets 
lashed into foam by myriads of paddles; 
while, at the same moment, the few pagans, 
who had annoyed them from the housetops, 
appeared transformed, by the same spell of 
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enchantment, into hosts innumerable, with 
spints all of fury and flame. 






•* What says the king of Castile? What 
says the king of Castile now ?" roared the ex- 
ulting infidels. 

'^ Santiago ! and God be with us !^^ exclaimed 
Cortes, waving his hand, with a signal for rj^- 
treat, that came too late : " Cross but this devil- 
trap again, and — '^ 

Before he could conclude the vain and use- 
less order, the drum of the emperor sounded 
upon the pyramid. It was an instrument of 
gigantic size and horrible note, and was held 

« ■ 

in no little fear, especially after the events of 
this day, by the Spaniards, who fabled that it 
was covered with the skins of serpents. It 

was a fit companion for the horn of Mexitb ; 

.. Mill 

which latter, however, being a sacred instru- 
ment, was sounded only on the most urgent 
and solemn occasions. 

The first tap, — or rather peal, for the sound 
came from the temple more like the roll of 
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thunder than of a drum, — was succeeded by y^lls 
still more stunning; and while the cavaliers^, 
retreating, struggled, one by one, to recross 
the narrow pass, they were set upon with such 
fury as left thetn but little hope of escape. 

If the rashness of Cortes had brought his 
friends into this fatal difficulty, he now seemed 
resolved to atone his fault, by securing their 
retreat, even although at the expense of his 
life. It was in vain that those few cavaliers 
who had succeeded in reaching him, before 
the onslaught began, besought him to take his 
chance among them, and recross, leaving them 
to cover his rear. 

" Get ye over yourselves,^ he cried, with 
grim smiles, smiting away the headmost of 
the assailants from the street : " If I have 
brought ye among coals of fire, heaven forbid 
I should not broil a little in mine own person. 
Quick, fools ! over and hasten ! over and quick ! 
and by and by I will follow you.'*'* 

For a moment, it seemed as if the terror of 

vol.. III. I 
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bis aifij^e arm would have kept tbe biisbftFiahs 
at bay. But^ waxiog bolder, as lii€y saw* 4£s 
atteDdants dropping one by one away^ fh«y 
began to close upon him, and hi» dtiiaridn 
became exceedingly critical. He looki^d over 
his shoulder, and perceived that hia followers 
threaded their way along the broken dike with 
less difficulty than he at first feared. The 
very narrowness of the passage left but little 
foothold for the enemy ; and their attacka, 
being made principally from canoes, were not 
such as wholly to dishearten a cavalier, who«e 
steed was as strongly defended by mail as* ins 
own body. Encouraged by this assurance, t\fe 
Captain-getieral still maintained his post, rulsh- 
ing ever and anon upon the closing herds, and 
mowing right and left with his trusty Made, 
while his gallant charger pawed down oppo- 
sition with bis hoofs. Thus he fought with 
the mad valour that made his enemies so often 
deem him almost a demigod, until satisfied 
that bis own attempt to cross the pass could 
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m Mn§^. eifitbiurrass th^ efforts of bis followers. 
l^hmi obaigmg once more iipcMi the pagans, 
mK) mm with greater fury than before, he 
n^lOQ^d round with unexpected rapidity, and 
ntf^Hng Ws famous cry, "Santiago and at 
r^bem f" dashed boldly at the passage. 
J . Sev«a pagans sprang upon the path. They 
were armed like princes, and the red fillets of 
f^he House of Darts waved among their sable 
lock^. 

^'The Teuctii shall have the tribute of 
MetxicQ r shouted one, flourishing a battle-axe 
,that> seemed, of weight sufficient, in his brawny 
unn, Xq dash out the charger's brains at a blow. 
Til^ w^rds were not understood by Cartes : 
Imt he recognised at. once the visage of the 
JLotA of Death. 

.. n '* I havje thee^ pagan f '* he cried, striking at 
ih^: bold barbarian. The blow failed ; fcv one 
.of the others, springing at the charger^s head 
with unexampled audacity, seized him by the 
bridk, so that he reared backwards; atid thus 
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fdOeA the aim of his rider. Th^ next Inbni^' 
tfie Spanish steel fell upon th^ T)eek"<^ fM 
during infidel, killing him on the spdt; yH^^ 
so instantaneously as to avert a diiiast#H '^WeH 
it seemed the object of his fdry t(ypr€iM^, ^H« 
convtilsive struggles, as he clung, tfyirigi'td'ffi^ 
rein, drove the steed off the riarr6i«^ USgt;}Wi 
thus losing his foothold, the noble anfhhal'i'^l^ 
over into the deep canal, burying the Cap|iiM<i 
General in the flood. ' ' i- 

"The general! save the general J'^shrie*^ 
the only Christian, who, in this' homM^'ttfetlfe, 
(for the battle was now universal,) behi^ld-fKd 
6cinditiDn of Corte^, and who,-alfh6i>gfi on^feolfj 
and bris^rtg with airows th^at hM stack'ft4t4fl 
hi^cbttbn-armiottrVafid i*esisted1yy otft^rw^afpaStf 
at every step, had yet the courage to rtiW*^ 
the rescue. It was Gaspar Glea. His Viiage 
was yet wan, and expressive of the umisuaVft^iW 
ror preying upon hi^ mind ; yet he rn^^d to¥* 
ward, as if he had never known a fear* Mft 
exflked his voice, wbil^ «ryirtg tat as^m$^ti^i^ 
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3^(^| h^.r^jaehed^^jhe place of Don Hernan'^iiui^ 
^i^^ aloD0> The scene wa& dreacjful : tfai^ 
n9M^)^ had flung ibemselves kto the flood, 4p4 
Ifffe di)^£gi,Qg.the,atHAnned and stranding herq 
f^i^vtb^ &1^ed^.wbi<^h lay upon its side m the 
^^jiigged.ftnd shaving edge of the dike, unable 
Ip^ 1^1^ and, peHshing with, the most fearful 
sl^pggle^ ; while, all the time, the elated infi- 
dels expressed their triumph with shouts pf 
|ra»tic joy. 

-y^ .CoMraige» aaptain ! be of good bean, aefk>r r 
^Hfl^imed the. BarbaJlo^a, striking down one 
o^.tfee captors at a single blow : *^ Cwr^ige f fpi: 
TT^^biev^e good hcdp nQgh^^ he con|Jnued> attackr 
^rf^ second with the sai^oe success : ^' CoMrage, 
^iq^i courage I*"^ 

a«j!i[0; M^ican helm of dried skins, and no 
bfr^s(Uplate of copper, could resist the machet^ 
oC;a pan like Caspar* Yet his first success was 
ei^psedrather by. the Mexicans being so intently 
pcCiU^pied with their captive, that they drought 
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of tMlrtii^ elBtf than by any niifficiikiiife ldncr» 
tion of ftkill and prowess. il« sleirtwojTdhi&r 
fore they dreamed of aUack, and be:|iioirUSly 
wounded a third, ere the otiiers eoidd (filnnctd 
drire him back. A fourth riiahed u|)orii^laHB|^ 
before he could again lift up his wea|jOny>kj[idr 
grasping him in his arms, with the embraos 0f 'iJ 
mountain bear, leaped with him into the ottnb^^ 
There were now but two left in posseEK^on'^ 
Cortes; yet his resistance even against tbidse: 
was ineffectual. His sword had dropped' frooD 
his hand ; a violent blow had burst his hieliiiet^^ 
and confounded his brain; and be had Ibi^f^ 
lifted from the water, already half ^uiToca^U^ 
Yet he stru^led as he could, and oa^hing dife 
of his foes by the throat, be succeeded in^oi^Ew 
turning him into the water, and there g^rapfied; 
with him among the sballows The refoHaiim^ 
barbarian, yelling for assistance, Aung^ himoelfi 
upon the pair; and though twenty Spanferds, 
headed by Bernal Diaz and the hunchbadr,; 
were now within half as . many paces,: Cof^es 
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would Juu^e fiemhed wbare he; lay, hftd;if9l,rftlc 
mtknpsi($Twsi from an unexpected quarleiV , \^ 
•Asmmg the yast numbers who carne crpwdin^ 
firbmtbei city oYcr the broken pasaage, weye 
seyefaLwfao koew, by the cry of the seventh 
DoUe^ diat Malinl^zin wag in his hands ; atid 
they rushed forward^ to insure bis capture. The 
foremost and fleetest of tliese was distinguished 
from the rest by a frame of towering height ; 
aod^ had there been a Spaniard by to notice 
him/* would have been still more remarkable 
fmrnthe fact, that hfe uttered all his cries in 
good, expresmve Castilian. He bore a Spanish 
v^e^poni too, and his first act, as he flunig him^* 
sirif • intt> tile diteh where Cottes was drownings 
was- to strike it through the neck of the upp^r^ 
most DoUe. His next was to spurn the other 
fi^ofn the breast of the general, whom he raised 
tb his feet/mnrmttring in his ear. 

*^ Be pf good heart, sefior ! for you are 
8av«d»^ 

What more he would have said and done can 
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only be imagined; for, at that mo^ienti th^ 
Barba-Roxa rushed out of the ditch, foUoiM^ 
close at hand by the hunchback, B^rnalrTK^^ 
and others, and seeing, his commander^ a%/^ 
thought, in the hands of a foeman^ he lifte(| hift 
good sword once again, and smote hi|n Py^rJhfii 
head, crying, ^ ^^^ 

*'* Down, infidel dog ! and viva for Spaii\.fip^^ 
oureeneral!" , 

At this moment, there rushed up a crew^.^ 
fresh combatants, Spaniards from the rear^. i^d 
infidels from the front. But before they c)ps^^ 
upon him entirely, the Barba-Roxa caught jsighi 
of the man he had struck down, and beheld, in 
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his pale and q^uiyering aspect, the features oi 
Juan Lerma. . ^ n. 

The unhappy wretch, thus beholding- the |b|^^ 
loved youth, with his own eyeg,^ a leaguer ?pd^ 
helpmate of the infidel, and punished to d^hj^ 
as it seemed, by his hand, set up a scream wilj^Qr^ 
vehement, and broke from the group of Sp^ 
niards, who now surrounded Cortes, endeavour- 
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ing to drag him in safety over the pass. The 
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ekile tikd been seen hy others as well as Caspar 

a%ir many a ferocious cry of exultation burst 

. ^ ,./( • ^ - ■ ; . .. 

from their lips^ as they saw him fall. 
^^ Meaitwhne, Gaspar, distracted in mind, and 
ahppihg with' blood, for he had not escaped 
Ho^ the ditch and the fierce embrace of his 
fourth antagonist, without many severe wounds, 
ettd(^avoured to retrace his steps to the spot 
wbere'Juan had fallen. It was occupied by in- 
fi^defs, who drove him into the ditch, where his 
legs were grasped by a drowning Mexican, who 

F « 

riused himself a little from the water, and dis> 
played, between his neck and shoulder, a yawn- 
i^k chasm, rather than a wound, f«>m which 
the Bfood, at every panting expiration of breath, 
rolled out hideously in froth and foam. It was 
thi' Lord X)iF Death, thus struck by Juan Lerma, 
as he lay upon the breast of Cortes, and now 
pljrtfeliing; but still like a warrior of the race of 
Amei^ca. He clambered up the body of 6as- 
picVy for it could hardly be said, that he rose 

i6 



. ' .^ ' i. . 



318 / coRTEs; oa ^hit 

upon his feet; and seeing that he grasped a 
Christian soldier, he strove to utter once more a 
cry of battle. The blood foamed from his lips, 
as from his wound ; and his voice was lost in a 
suffocating murmur. Yet, with his last expir- 
ing strength, he locked his s^rtfis round the neck 
of the Spaniard, now almost as much spent as 
himself, and falling backwards, and writhing 
together as they fell, they . rolled off intp .^tbe 
deep water, where the salt and troubleic^ Aqod 
wrapped them in a winding-sheet^ already spj^efid 
oyer the bosoms of thousands. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



If it be indeed permitted to disembodied spirits 
to look back to the world they have left, and to 
ifead Ihe hearts they have, in life, mistaken, 
then would that of Caspar Olea have seen, that 
his imlucky blow fell not upon the head of an 
apostate, and that it had not slain his friend 
and companion of the wilderness. Even Gas- 
par's strength failed to pierce entirely through 
a morion composed of tiger-skins and thickly- 
padded escaupil ; and though the violence of 
the blow forced Juan to the earth, and left him 
for a time almost insensible, it had done him no 
serious injury. It robbed him, to be sure, of 
the dearly coveted opportunity of escape, which 
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(^^ l^bky^^i^vibe he bad ckiiie^the C^ptttk^lre- 
riie^ai(''^mild'liav6 rendered of st& tiiorb^ittdd^ 
mable value ; but ll yet s^ved the^ goodilpiirti 
pase^ sifioe he did n6i es^ape^ of tefiiovte^^fi^6in 
the minds of the Mexicans mafiy fierde'^^fflblxr 
and suspicions, with whi^H they bi^ldd:'failif 
rush into the mel^. ' ' » 'i n?^ 

He was dragged back upon the ^ caiiieM^ay, 
and soon found himself in theaims of thekingj 

^' My brother is brave and true,'^ said ^l|6 
young monarch, tearing frdm his own liaic*tli# 
symbols of military renown, and fasteniiyg them 
to Juan's. The people have seen Ms bvdv^r^, 
and now they know him well. Did he not'b^ 
bis hands upon Malint^in ? and was nbt \Mui 
iinttdn his prisoner, until the red lion with^^th^ 
white and bloody face, struck my brolheri^wkh 
his sword ? Il9 this a good deed, men of Mdk> 

ICO? / >. K- 

^* The king^s brother is valiant !" excli^nfect 
many nobles, who surrounded the m^iii^cb^ith' 
a guard of honour, eyeing the outcast withi 
verence. 
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'^3riii8iCv^)'d8'»UMAg.Ju#n -tt> lliQ-^ul,^! for 4>ft 

WsKflefiii^rTpfeescipiiig, to wry it on,. ,, 
ivAS^yfhy do. wfe ^UM here idleP" he criedgi 
wlb'-riffefit^. z^M ; ." Jfi not Jtfalifttain j«t> uppn 
lhfeicjttti»*3imy.?' My heart is very str^ag^J^ 
will look him in the face again.^' 
. y; Alt lhi»> prdof of *ooiiragie, and appai'eot devo- 
tipn >. to their «wse» the infidels shouted with 
approbatiop. But the king took bim by the 
•m),^ and. withdrawing him a little, said, 
hiM\ My brother will go now to the palace»-r- 
Wh^t ii t)m that Azcantatsin says of my bror 
therf ' : He aays that my brother pierced tb^ 
J^Ml nfi Deaitbuath a i»m>to^ and puJled Ma* 
UittzitizOjutTof. i^ bjwia I :Tbi»jr^^sb thing ci 
ibiaanMklasaii-bas. oi«idet3»aay ftngry^ iiiid tbey eav, 
^ifeec ttei .klN)W^.;fbr perhaps the Great Eagle 
is for Malintzin ^ Therefore my brother shall 
MtTi|^:ffom diie king, till Aiscamatzin thinks 
b«tl^rlbingft; for many hurts have made Um 
load*^ ^v ;. .: ■ ■ • ^ 



..t " T^biiMfc oot irf this,'' md JTmb^ ^«^gfili, §?r 

^y^ry mament tbe Srhouts of the Ohrlstiaas^^v^f^ 
4t a greater distance^ and 1^ feared ^tlmt ^^ 
step of their retreat was ooe mor^i HqU t^en 
from his chain of hope* 

^^ My brother/' said GuatimpziQ^ , inter- 
rupting him, ^^ may yet fight the baitles 
of the king, and be the king's frieqd. . {t 
is said to me, by a messenger, that the daips 

have broken the wall of my garden, and timi 
Spaniards are slaying the women." 

^' Ha !" cried Juan, his own agitation {tt this 
information, contrasting strongly with. the IHgid 
placidity of the king. v 

^* Why should the king think of bis wo<i^)f«^ 
of his wife a^d his little boy,— wken heip i$kk^ 
the Spaniards, like birds in » net ?. Xet^. fifty 
brother think for the king, for the king thinks 
for his people. My brother's ntm is yet slraiig 
-—he will fight for Zelahualla^ and for her: sitter, 
the queen.*' 

A thousand contrary emotions tore the breast 
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yt Jua^^ yet his thoughts i/wre feed upon the 
garden . He temetnbered what eounsel he had 
given to the maidens^ to sally forth, at- at#y 
moment, when a trumpet should be heard 
among the trees; and be conceived the danger 
in which they would be involved, among a 
troop of enraged and merciless soldiers. He 
needed no second exhortation to run to their 
assistance; and following Techeechee, who re- 
mained at his side, he made his way through 
the multitudes that thronged all the great 
streets, with a rapidity that, at any other 
periods would have even surprised himself. He 
passed the great square of the pyramid, the 
Wall of Serpents, and the House of Skulls, 
'4h3m wliich, had he been so minded, he might 
.have looked, at the same moment, upon the 
thrde battles raging upon the three several 
^cxuteways; (for it was here the dikes termi- 
nated;) he passed the house of A^ajacatl, in 
which the Spaniards, a year since, had endured 
Jthoseaasanlts which terminated only in their 
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expulsion from Tenochtitlan ; and he trod 
again upon the vast market sq^uare of Tlateloioo, 
the northern side of which was bounded by the 
walls of Guatimozin^s palace and garden, ttpon 
this square he beheld many infidels, sKoiiting at " 
once with wrath and triumph, a party of whtwi 
bore in their arms a Christian prisoner, ^una 
hand and foot, over whom the others seemed to 

exult, piercing the very heavens with their cla« 

• .._ ^ ■-, • --^ 

morous cries. 
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Heart-sick, for well he knew the fate in store 

for the captive, and struck with foreboding fear, 

he rushed over the fosse that laved the garden 

wall, and was now choked up by the falling of 

a portion of its extent, washed and undermined" 

by the heavy rains, and passed into the pleasant' 

wilderness within. It «iras a theatre of wila 

disorder and affright: men were seen rushing 

to and fro in great numbers, and their cri»i 

■~ , . 
were re-echoed by the yells of a thousand beasts ^ 

of prey, famished with hunger^ or alarmed hj ^ 

the tumult. 
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He percdyed that the water-wall was rent at 
one, of tH® rhief sally-ports, .as if battered by 
cannon; and he had no doubt, if it were not 
yet over, that some terrific combat had but 
lately, taken place in the garden. 

JEIe came too late to share in it, but as he ran 
down to the water-side, he beheld four brigan- 
tines making their way with oars, for the atmos- 
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phere was breathless, towards the dike of Tepe- 
jacac, which was itself a scene of furious con- 
flict. The vessels were surrounded by countless 
canoes and piraguas, some of which seemed to 

be manned by Tlascalans ; for while the briean- 

,*>■■.•.- ^ ■ . 

tines were seen contending with this aquatic 
army, it was equally manifest that a battle was 
rafinns; also among the canoes themselves. 

He^aye but little heed to this spectacle, nor 
did he scarcely note that, amone: the many 
human corses which strewed the lower part of 
the ^rden^ there were several with the visages 
of Spaniards. 

His attention was arrested by a yelping cry ; 
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a^ looking round, be beheld the dc^ fiefo Iji^^g 
upou the grouady with an iron . sivc^rd^kdildeif. 
broken off near the hilt, atjcking qi»t« tbrongfe^ 
his body. But this painful sight was tfinrgaUm^r 
when, having approached, he beheld 'thf£i^<(ir.i 
four barbarians raising from the earth whutr: 
seemed the dead body of Magdalena. < Tb«rib>7 
were indeed blood-Jrops upon her hoUowAiid 
ghastly cheeks ; and when he rushed up aaiflng 
the Indians, they exclaimed, 

''The Teuctlis killed her, the men df oMi^ii 
lintzin with beards, — they killed the h^^tf^u 
eyed lady^ and they killed the daughteniMfs 
Montezuma T And then they added theii^mhlfq 
lamentations to the mourning cries of Juon^^t^&i^* 

Distracted himself, as indeed were ail the iiv^o 
fidels, he could learn nothing but liiart>ibev 
Teuctlis, or Spaniards, had suddenly biirdt indcK^ 
the garden, and besides slaughtering all that:' 
opposed them, in their attempt ta reacts "the^^ 
palace, had killed, or carried off, a» seeing 
much more probable, the princess Zelahualla. 
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at these eTil tidings, he smothered wttiiinifr 
secret T^esteSj or strove to forget it in the cdh* 
teinplation of his sister— for so his heart ae- 
kuDviiedged her. He bore her to the palace, 
and gave ber in charge to the maidens, who, 
whatever was their fright, were not unmindful 
of the duties of humanity. He then, in much* 
of that sullen despair that had oppressed him 
in the prison of Tezcuco, returned to the garden 
and to Befo, whom he had left in suffering, and 
draldi^ the sword-blade from his body, he ex- 
amned it with stem curiosity> as if hoping to 
penetrate the mystery of the whole unhapp}* 
transaction, from such records as it might fur- 
nish. His scrutiny was vain : it was a blade 
wkfaoiit any name, by which he might be en« 
abted to guess at its owner. He snapped it 
unddr hit foot, and muttered a malediction upon 
the unknown foe: 

>^ Cursed be he that did this deed,^ he cried ; 
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*' for he slew the only protector of a feeble and 
wretched woman." 

He then carried Befo, almost with as much 
tenderness as he had bestowed upon Magdalena, 
into the palace, and stanching his wounds as he 
could, deposited him upon his own couch. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The effects of this battle upon the Spaniards 
were disastrous in the extreme. The assault, 
as has been mentioned, and as was anticipated, 
was made upon all the causeways at once ; and, 
on all, successfully repelled, though an ambus- 
cade was only attempted upon the dike of Izta- 
palapau. It seemed as if the Mexicans, thinned 
as their numbers had been, by so many con- 
flicts, and now the remainder absolutely perish- 
ing under want and pestilence, had collected all 
their energies for one final blow. It was first suc- 
cessful in the quarter attacked by the Captain- 
General, in consequence of his surprising infa- 
tuation ; and victory soon after followed in the 
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Q0ier«. The Spaniards fled« no comptetelyftro- 
k^ and so utterly defeated, tb&t the pliea&^ in 
the wild hope of completing tbeik" destsractiim 
at once, even drew the sacred hoirn fronl^ theitk- 
bernacle of MexitUyiand added its dreaklfid 
uproar to the thunder of the grea* tyaihid. 
This was always regarded hy the Merusana «b 
the voice of the god himself, and was never 
sounded without filling them with a deliriuv 
of fury, utterly inconceivable* It was not 
more maddening to the infidels thao frightfid 
to the Spaniards ; who remembered the- horrotei 
oi the Noche Triste, aiigmaated, if not altoi- 
gether caused by its unearthly roarv The Spai- 
niards were driven back to their i^rong and' 4{k(. 
fensible stations at the gates; tlie difaesiweii^ 
lost ; and had not famine now fought for thetir^ 
they must have given up the siege in despain 
Nearly a hundred Spaniards, and many tbnu;- 
sand Indian allies^ were killed ; the fleets <tf 
canoes and piraguas were destroyed, and sevmtl 
brigan tines whoUy ruined. 
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oifiut it&Q'inisetiea of the besiegers were hot 
eDofiaed • to the events of the day. Night 
(Opened to them a scene of grief and horror. 
aPhfirwlwdse mass of the pyramid, always a 
^jtHking dbject^ was suddenly illuminated by a 
taymd of flambeaux, so that it blazed like a 
iDotiQlflin of solid fire. The night was clear, 
t»id the peculiarly rarified and transparent at- 
mosphere of Mexico rendering objects distinct 
at a much greater distance than in other lands^ 
the Spaniards, looking from the towers at the 
gatea, could plainly perceive some of their late 
f^sHow^SQldierS;, stripped naked, and their hands 
boiHid behind them, driven up the stairs from 
fH^USorrn 4o platform, by the blows and other 
iiK}%mtieis of their cruel captors. On the sum- 
mi* of the pyramid, they were unbound, their 
h^ads 'adorned with plumes, and great waving 
peoachos placed in their hands, with which 
they were forced to dance round the ever-burn- 
ing censers pf the gods, in the midst of shout- 
ing pagans, until dragged away by the priests 
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and immolated, at a signal blasted yroin ttie 
sacred horn, upon the stone of sacrifice. The 
ptation of Alvarado on the dike of Tacum, 
was nearer than either of the others ; and his 
men, while they wept and prayed over a spec* 
tacle so appalling, even fancied they could dis- 
tinguish the figures* and faces of particular 
individuals, and hear their cries to heaven. 
Many were the wretches who had yielded thern^ 
selves alive into the hands of the foe ; and for 
ten nights in succession, the blazing temple ec- 
hoed to their groans, and their garrisoned friends 
were compelled to be the witnesses of their tor- 
ments. 

But this triumph was the last of the pagaiis. 
All supplies of corn from the lake-sides were 
cut off, and they were known to be famishing ; 
and besides, as if heaven were willing to aisieSst 
even the arms of rapacity, to subdue a race, all 
whose institutions were more or less infected by 
the spirit of blood that brutalized their religion, 
the rainy season was brought to a close preter- 
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i^urally .earlj^ and they were left witli^jit 
liMer. The Spaniards recovered their 8pirit3, 
aod collecting Again vast bands of confederates, 
recommenced the siege, advancing with pru- 
dence, and destrpjing every thing as they ad- 
yanced, and not only regaining all they had lost, 
but even effecting, despite, all resistance, a secure 
lodgment upon the island^ from their several 
points of attack. The Mexicans still fought ; 
but it was with bodies emaciated and enfeebled) 
and with hearts subdued by despair. The 
three divisions of besiegers met upon the great 
square, blew up the Huitzompan, and all the 
temples within the circuit of the Wall of Ser- 
Dents, which they fortified and preserved ; and 
then, still deniolishing houses as they advanced, 
they pusbecl on iintil they reached the great 
market-place of TJatelolco; and thus hemmed 
.jn M.ppn the narrow peninsula the unfortunate 
king of Mexico, and the few shattered remnants 
pf his array. 
^ Before this crisis had yet arrived^ th^re^e- 
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jP4^rvod another incideat, in which, i^ dn all 
otfaerp siiice* his return from the South S<»v:l^e 
yirtues of Juan Lerma were made th^ iMlPu- 
ments of still farther misfortune* He^beheld 
Ma^lalena but once, after the adventum o£itbe 
garden ; and she was then raving with deli^ucn, 
in which she did not know even him. Tb^ late 
of.Zelahualla was still wrapt in obscurity;; for 
such had been the suddenness of the attack in 
the garden, that none knew of her fate^ atid 
Magdalena was incapable of uttering jMiy^ ra- 
tional word, to remove the mountain of aMiely 
from his breast. His scheme to effect the* ide- 
iiverance of the princess bad doubtless thrown 
her into the power of the Spaniards { and. the 
thought of such a t^ptive in such hands^ pir^ed 
upon him with a bitterness that exceeded deaUi* 
He fought no more, and indeed he was urged 
no longer by the king, who was himself rediiQed 
to such desperation, that he thought no.^Mttjher 
of stratagems, but merely of blind and suUen 
resistance. 
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? 011 -die. third day after the battle, he l?ras 
■'Miniiiititoed by Tech^eehee to attend the king in 
(public; and without questioning for ^what 
IHittpose, be gloomily obeyed, taking with 
'him ■' the Spanish sword with which he had 
been provided, on the day of his attempted 
escape* 

It was midday : no sound of contention came 
to his ears, for the besiegers were yet lying in 
their quarters on the dikes, healing their 
'Wounds, and lamenting their friends; but the 
quiet of the garden was broken by the howling 
of the beasts, and the shrill screams of birds of 
'prey,— of such at least as had not already been 
slaughtered, to appease the hunger of the 
.wretches^ who yet fought for the expiring em- 
pire. One circumstance, had Juan noticed it, 
might have convinced him of the dreadful ex- 
tent and intensity of the suffering, of whidi he 
had been befcHe apprized. The trees of the 
garden had begun to be roUied of their leaves, 
but not by summer heat or autumnal drought ; 
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*--the (^nder shrubs werei stripped of ^.t^i^ 
jbark ; — the smaller plants had bjeen rpojtjei^agf^ 
aiK) even the grass, in some places, torn,^f|:^ 
ihe earth) and even the earth itsdf upt)i^j|;[|]y^ 
in the search after edible rcx>ts«— tAU thfM;>pp^^ 
be gnawed by the teeth of man had V4^|s)|ed, 
or did soon after vanish, from the gafjd^. 
When the Spaniards walked afterwards thro^g^ 
their conquest, not a green leaf, as thej.li^y^ 
recorded, was found in all the city. 

He passed through the broken wall, now .oiiiy 
defended by rude palisades^ strengthened by jhi 
abatis of withered shrubs and brambles,. <9Di0 
passing the moat, over the. ruins of. the proslfraj^ 
wall) found himself op the tnarket^ayuartw^ 
Tlatelolco, of which the Spcrniar4sga«^ayQ|;i. 
surprising accounts, when they beheld it/6^fd 
with the merchants and riches of the- ep^mift, 
before the death of Montezuma* It ^f^i^j^^ 
very great extent, and contained^ at theeaafffn 
boundary, a pyramid* on which was the .t6sjq^ple 
of one of the lesser divinities. On the wi^t 
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Mnii'a'^latlfiiilbi or' rather stage, faced -^nd 
tfigg^ed^iHth stone, and devoted to theattiMi 
Si^lirbftidns, which, however primitive and bar- 
TOflfous,''W«^ yet a chief feature among the 
iUii^ements of a Mexican festival. 
^' Alttiost iti the cetttre of the square, and jet 
iyftigh to the garden wall that it could be over- 
ledfced by the nearest turrets of the palace, was 
another platforifn, perhaps four feet in height, 
and circular, upon which lay the famous stone 
TUfnizlacatl^ devoted to the purpose of the 
^adlatoriad sacrifice. It now lies in the Pla^a 
Miiy<^r of the liiodem city, near the walls^ and 
^WlMn the enclosure of the great Gatb^ral, 
imdifidAebfthefew montimeists which the con- 
^(i^ors have left of the savage instkutiocis' of 
♦thte'Aatec empire. It is a circular block of 
^W-Jl^hyry, nine or t^n feet in diameter, and is 
^ulptured over with the effigies of warriors. 
The privilege of dying upon this stone was 
awarded only to captives of the roost extraordi- 
nary prowess ; and i(a i^ch were never taken 
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ali^, unless when cotiqtiered by aettdtnt^'tfav' 
exhibition of such a sacrifice wasp as rare «i^4tt^ 
was agreeable to the fierce tastes of the Me<}cicaiik£ 
It was essentially gladiatorial, and it olBgfeAa 
prospect even of life and liberty to tbe vriilmfa 
prisoner. A sword and buckler were ipat into 
his. hands, and he was tied by one legto-rtie? 
stone; yet, if he sticceeded in slaying or de-^ 
feating six chosen Mexican warriors, be WttS m^ 
leased and sent back in- safety to his owtt* 
country. The last victim of the TemabHAti 
wa» the famous Tlascalan chief, Tlahtarieod^i • 
the* Orlando of Anabuac, captured by Monte^ 
zlima not many years before the advent of the 
Spaniards, who, fighting only to die, ^forihei 
refased to •accept life, even as the meed of his 
own heroism,) and fighting till he dtd'die, slew 
no less than eight different opponents, and diiU. 
abled twenty others^ before his great spirit laiilr.: 
under bis exertions. If the gladiator feB, 
before be had accomplished his tasfc^the wa» 
dmfOged to the i^igbbouring temple^ and ther^ 
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siwwifJc^Ji ; while yet living. The last^ K^ictiodf, 
dti^lieed dt) dose the list of tho^ to w}|Qto 
MsKsr^-oAtd honour, was a Spaniard. 

s A T^flt^ multitude of pagans surrounded the 
pliit&>i^ai,?^cept.on that side which looked t^ 
the temple^ Here stood the priests, few in 
nuteber^ yet prepared, at the moment of the 
vidJni^s fall, to clutch upon him,' and bear 
him to thet altar, a space being left for them, 
as much; out of reverence for their sacred cha- 
rainier, /i» to preserve their pathway entirely un- 
ob«ferwl»d. The side that looked to the palace 
wufcralso but little encumb^%d; for here the 
king 'of Mexico sat upon ascafibld^ attended 
byf bis chirf nobles. 

•?TliB 'grim looks of espo^ation, with 
Mbhfch the assembled multitude surveyed the 
pififfdrfii;, were heightened in ferocity by the 
pi^cvatioDS^ that had pinched and hollowed their 
vkagesi They looked like winter wolves, gsami 
witii ikmlne ; and one wodld ^ have thought 
their: appeti^s' were .wbeHing for a repoat 
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oh the flesh of the victim, irti^re' i^Ss'^i^'* 
deed something horrid in their appearand. 
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as well as in the cause which had assem 
them together. It was ' ^ plain ' that ^iJSey'* 
waited impatiently for the coming blf ^tE?^ 
prisoner. As they rolled their eyes' over^Sie^ 
square, they caught sight of Juan, conspcu- 
ous by his lofty stature, though he now drooped 
his head with gloom, and hailed his appearance 
with such shouts as proved what a change Had 
been made in their feelings, by his presence, in 

' > •■ T 

the battle of the ambuscade. The imputations 
of Azcamatzin were ended, for Azcaniatzin 
perished an hour after uttering them, tinder a 
shot from the crossbow of the hunchback : they 
remembered nothing liow, but that the Cfihs-' 
tian had touched the body of Malintzin, anir 
was struck down while he had him in iiis 
hands, and that he was the brother of tne 
king. 

It was these acclamations which roused him 
out of his sullen mood, so that he could exert 
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his mind and inaagine the object for^ wjbicb.h)^ 
had been J^ummoQed. But no sooner did he 
per^ve the priests near the Temalacatl^ than, 
he w^ seized with horror, and disregarding the 
commaiid of Guatimozin, who beckoned to him 
to ascend the platform to his side, he turned 
to fly. 

" Is not my brother a Mexican, and among 
the sons of the king ?'^ said the infidel ; and 
tben^ added with a look of bitter meaning, 
" My brother shall see the revenge of the 
daughter of Montezuma ?'^ 

Struck by these words, yet incapable of 
fathoming their signification, Juan looked up 
to tl^e ypung monarch, and would even have 
ascended t|ie scaffold, had not the sudden 
appearance of the -captive engaged his whole at- 
tention. A wild and frantic cry burst from the 
mob^ und looking round, he beheld a body of 
ten or twelve priests, with their black robes, 
and long plaited, rope-like hair, leading the 
prisoner towards the platform. His arms were 
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beimd'b^biBcI hitny ami hk only gurmebt^i^fts a 
eoAnre cloth wtapfied^ round the lomflC " '- 

JAian'ft heart sickened; faefW0/ttld4ftttn^Mbk 
to the earthy or buried his head in fafeUihnMMi, 
to avoid looking upon. >tlie' .s{>ectadte»'^df^-a 
Christian and country man, thus brcAight'iftnfa 
to be slaughtered. But the fiery spitit liJB- 
played by the victim^ as fioon ; as he 'waa lifted 
upon the mound and set upon his feet^-dlP^r 
another shout from the admirkig infideia, 
which caused him to steal one look ^ at the 
scene; and that look left him withMiti tithe 
power of withdrawing hia eyes. Thti! ea))live, 
as soon as he was on the moand, leaped, ofv-Kis 
orwn accord) upoa the stone^ as if to testtfy-not 
only 'his knowledge of the purpose fol* MMch 
he wafr' brought there^ but his willingaess-^tto 
engage in the combat* He then turned Ms 
face towards the king, and, at that mcHBiiM, 
J«Nin •Larroa lifting his eyes, bebeld^'di^'oiify 
man h^ bad. ever learned :to faate«<i«iit ^wiRB iMn 
Francisco de Guzman. 
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tive, as yf^B Lerma'« gpirit, b€s dtd^v^Qt^imke 

>:thi# 4jiww)tj^ry witbout a^tbriU of florae «3cttlta- 

*lHi»«:''XliereiiBa tcmch of the-^ild- beiist in 

stl|e^h«af|i8 of uB-all; and «q long as* matt' is 

^eafiabl6c)<xf '«tigar, he wilH at some T»onM»l| and 

JEir a^nm brief space of time^ yield to'thoughte 

raedrmthes^that he himself must*, a modient 

.;a£ter,/ esteem dmbolie. Religion* and mbral 

^idbfitrre make as the masters of our malign 

|Ura|ienflili6s ; but^ man is naturally a vengeful 

AnimaL « 

*t It vasPibut'the weakness- of a moment ^ith 
ij^uim JLmrma^'peTimpsi too, it was eaused by 
yikeAihsm of joy at the pnxrf thus rendet^, 
dihMr -fitiziBaiiy at least, exercised ^ no control 
.orer the fete of the princess of Mexico; and 
ri( be::djd not* instantly commiserate the oon- 
/diliMm of an aaeniy justly abhorred, but now 
v^. fallevi so wretched, and about to expiate 
.'Uft> ^^1 rdeetki^by* a* punidtment : so fearfully 
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jetHbuiiiitt, he iraft^aUe to boiishiaUsriAnvMfty 
eUcm fit>m his ttiuid, and locA. an vMifoeli^s 
iik>re becoming a man and ChiistiAtii * i ci; 

He could not indeed but admiie ^ho fbarlkss 
intrepidity, or rather audacity, witii lifUth 
Guiiman (ntore oppretidd by a s^nee Df^hidni- 
liation, at being made a spectacle lanong'ia orew 
so despised and abhorred, than by any^ntfer 
feeUng,) looked around him upon the* pagans, 
and extended his foot to the ligatuver mSth 
which it was to be secured to the stone. 
Whatever were his faults, it could not^nbe 
denied, that Don Francisco was a man :a£viin- 
flinching courage, which was indeed ariooifiti- 
tutional tmit^ His presence on tb^ ston^oof 
battle indicated, that he had been captatied 
after a heroic resistance. His resolution/ #as, 
in this case, kept up by a knowledge ofrthe 
nature of the ordeal through which he viba&to 
pass, and by full confidence in his abililjito 
win all the privileges it conferred up(m' him. 
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IBcdiad stAoeditlie acquafntapce witfeitoJIMtoti- 

« 

^imi idxif^,:W[\d, waE8:by:no loieatis j^omitl^of 

the more remturkaUe rastUutionsof (bedouBi^y* 

:dl[ '^victory over six* aMHkward and bali-^Sarved 

uiufEbaiiaiui, was atieiSLpipif n^t to he de^spmred 

afi bjra weU^traintd «civ^er> even when dmiied 

^^any.adTftttliige of weapons^ and defensive ar- 

r ttQun Y^t it was a curious circumstance* that 

he; whabad fiot often kept faith himself, when 

bis iaterest called upon him to break it, sbaiild 

)iresl wdtb such perfect reliance upon the willtog- 

* -nmB. of- the Mexicans to liberate him, in the 

Tevent of bit ptrevailing over theijc ohamfuons. 

iButi he kneisTy that, never but eu^ee had(& liibe 

•of'sllr th^ broad regicKps of Anjahuac nbroken 

tta pkdgvd &ith to a successful gladiatoyrs and 

itbat^iiibe iras^ for that reason, ever after held 

uinftunoud. It was the tribe of Huexotzinco ; 

aadf Gortea himself flaced the circumstance on 

rcmnL 

.44. A& suoti. as hia foot was properly seciived, 

his arms were unbound, and a noble, who 
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steed npoB the maiffold in the. (shtMr^cleEof a 
herald, addressed him in tJie fidlowiog^ioSoMi 

, ^^ This ts die law of Mexico|>and letnthe 
people hear: ^The prisoner who is braYe^*^ 
gpids honour. If be kilt six stroag men 'iq^on 
the stone TemalacatI, he shall be set Sree;' 
This is the law^ 

*' This- is the law, then," repeated Guzman, 
in imperfect Mexican, turning bis ^yes^upoa 
Guatimozin, as if he disdained to< hold, (toa^ 
i^erse with any meaner infidel: " It is a. law 
.that will be remembered^ wh^n the prisodetr is 
ft'Spaaiard?" i 

*^ He who is a prisoner, has no nam&and to 
country,"" replied the prince. **He is s^ith^ 
Tlasoalan nor Castilian, but a man who'kilU4!H* 
dies."" 

^^ And if I prevail over six of thy S(4dMiK%r 
again cried Guzman, as the attendants strupp^d 
upon one arm a. light buckler of baske^-WiOri;, 
And gave him also a short macana,. ^< dost thou 
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^sff^a^r &)«f' by tby '^ods, that Ishnlh be' sent 

"Let the' prisoner fight,'' said the' king; 
tttody: ^^'are the warriors of Mexieo blades 
«tf^ gvtf 88) that they sboiild be blowt) down' by 
a ^man'fif bre^b^ before the sword has stroek 
tbeiia?" 

" Thou shalt see," replied Guzman, vrith a 
gfim'smile^ "What are six warriors to a man 
"^gbting fer liberty ? Give me a Spanish sword 
^— ^ \^eapon of iron, — and let my adversaHes 
be doubled in number.'^ 

-' The boldness of this demand greatly eX^ 
cited the admiration of the warlike spectator^ 
wbo reWatded 'it with cheers. But they 
ehfefeked their tumult to hear the words of 
1*ieking* 

" The white man talks with the lips of a 
bblt^er/' he said. *^ Had he not a Spanish 
s#0i'ffJn the king's garden, among the women? 
Hbwis thii ? He is a prisoner!" 

*^ Ask thy warriors, — it was not broken off 
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in my hand ! . How else should they have 
tak^n roe ?" replied Guzman, to the. wor^s of 
scorn ; and then added, in Spanish, as if to him- 

self, ^^ So much for striking the accursed . 

•/'.. £. n' 

hound ! I would he and his master were 

broiling in purgatory; for they have eve^ 

brought me bad luck." 

"- 'i'€ 
Juan Lerma heard not these words, but he 

remembered the broken blade in Befo's body, 

• ' .' J. 

and again his heart hardened against his foe- 

'. ~ 

man. But matters were now approaching to 
a crisis. The monarch, disdaining to hold 
further discourse with the prisoner, waved 
his hand, and a warrior, darting from the 
ground at the foot of the scaffold, leaped with 
a single bound upon the platform, and uttered 
the yell of battle, which was instantly re- 
echoed by the shouts of the multitude. He 
was a tall and powerful savage, though meagre ' 
of frame, of great activity, as was proved by 
his ready leap, and of a spirit fully correspond- 
ing. His equipments were but little superior 
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to t nose "^ of the captive; liis battte-axe Was ' 
soixiewhat longer, his buclcler a tittle broader, ' 
and lie liad some slight defence for his heaci, 
in a cap of alligator-skin, that crowned his 
matted hair. 

No sound of trump and tymbal gave the 
signal for beginning the fight, as in a Christian 
tourney. The yell of the infidel, as he sprang 
upon the mound, and brandished his battle- 
axe, was all that was allowed or required, to 
put the prisoner on his guard ; and Don Fran- 
cisco seemed to undei*stand enough of the 
nature of the ceremony, to look for no further 
warning. 

The great superiority of the infidel consisted 
in his being entirely at liberty, able to begin 
the attack by leaping upon the stone at any 
point he chose, and to continue it thereon, by 
changing his position as often as he thought 
fit; while the prisoner, secured by a thong 
not above eighteen inches in length, to the 
centre of it, enjoyed no such facilities of motion. 
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lU might turn, indeed, and as rapidly ^' ti^ 
pleased) but always with the danger, if hefefgo**' 
himaelf for a moment, of trippings -himsd^aaiii' 
falling 5 in which case, his death wascertaioi'fdfe' 
no forbearance was practised in the evetit df -^ticH- ' 
an accident. ' ' 

The infidel began the combat with the'sam^ ' 
agility he had displayed in leaping up to"fti6 
platform. He uttered his yell, brandished* His 
axe, and making a half circuit round tht stone, - 
suddenly darted upon it, and aimed a blow at 
Guzman. He was met by the Spaniard with an' 
address and effect, that showed he had' i^oif" 
overrated his skill. Rather meeting than avoid* 
ing th« blow, he struck up, with his buc&I^6d' 
hand,' not the macana, but the arm of the riii^*' 
sailant, seemingly calculating that the shbcid'' 
of the rebuflF would tumble him from* the stdftfe^^ 
It did more: it caused the Mexican to- ding 
up his arms in the instinctive effort tt) pi^^ 
serve his equilibrium. The next instaitit, Ottz^ 
man 'dmve his' ^ladsy axe d^ep into his^ ub« 
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coyferei^ ^d^ r€ind spurning him violently witl;i^ : 
th^-foc^ ;^hich was at liberty, the MexicsQi felt 
btoi^Mrffifds upon the platform, writhing in tbe 
agq(9ief^of<d€atb. The whole combat was soaroe 
thlfmi)iik ^f a, minute* Those who drew in their 
breath as the Mexican sprang to the a^sault^ 
h^^ not tliken a second inspiration, before their 
comitryiiuin was discomfited and dying. 

The infidels set up a scream, as much of ap- 
probation as surprise. The spirit of the Roman 
ampl^theatre was felt around the Temalacatl of 
Mexico ; and plaudits were bestowed upon a 
victor, when. pity was denied to the slain. 

jfjpiie vanquished and writhing combatant 
wgs-^d^gt^d.lrom the^ mound, and bis place 
im^e^i^ely ;ec((?upied by a second, who leaped 
up(-,^;j^jl)e^ same alacrity, and attacked with 
sii$^lfi{^ vi{)ienoe. 

v*^ fool that thou art !" muttered Guzman^ 
wilb) se^rn^ afnd k>fty self-reliance, •* were there 
twenty ftVM^ grasshoppers at thy back, yet 
should it be bu t hoy 's play Ur despi^ch thee."" 
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b^Hler, but greatly to Ins iojm^v'iori.'iliib 
sburp bl9<ib9 of die iztli^^eiTevel lit'tn^ftiiji^mi 
I wain, and besides diminitjiiiig itoV^eiidjbJn* 
sufficient defence) iiiflieteda ]afi^ii<l'erwoiHAi4i|»ir 
hisfiirm. But it w^ tbe.,Qi^y blcmistreobrbf^ 
the barbarian. Infuriated by the wou|^ G^^ 
man gmote him over the head with his^wjeajibn, 
and with such rapidly continued blows 'fi;k^ ed^ 
tirely confounded the Mexican 96 thatheinaiiib 
scarce any use of his shield. The first stitsjk^ 
tore the cayman scales fix^tn his. bQijr» ^^uodltbe 
next clove through his skulL i.o-. ttl' 

Guzman^s victory was as ooo^idiele as biAire, 
but be found that severalt>£ the s^sratb fakdtsj 
or teeth of^bsidiaor, that edged -hb mtskpo^; 
were broken . off by the blowSi , He hehddllhis 
with alarm, for having beld up' the 1 axd^ '>tb 
show its dilapidated condition^ and. jAemmad 
another, he found himself answered only; by the 
appearance of a third antagonist. 

^* Dog9 and jugglers that yeace !" faetuiedi 
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icdigasLXiAyc.' ^^ye ' would dveat itt6 'tfaeil- to 
diilith^'1)y;ka:riag me weaponless! Sti Dot^m^^ 
kna^ftfrbtit IvwiH' sort your wit with a b^ter 
wfed^.^NoW, ; what a spedtade might I not 
tiM^li&if'^y bt^o^ on the dikesi 

'JPhouatt pteyitig quits with me, Cortes ! — Hah, 
A)gl art thou so iready f^ 

It was Guzman's determination, after killing 
the t^ird assailant, wiiich event he still looked 
forward to with unabated confidence, to possess 
hii»Belf of his weapon, which, though secured 
in. the usual manner by a thong, he doubted not 
he could easily rend from his arm. 
/ \Bbt^hk antagk^ifiist was by no means so easily 
penbterkdr ass tlie -others. Taking caution from 
the«}£ate ofhia^ ]ire(laoe£s0»s, he* changed" the 
mbddvbf attack ; and though he rushed upon 
tile ^k»k with. as much rescdution as either, he 
bftnn)r^ no such amlntion to come to close quar. 
tsr]s.' On. the contrary, taking advantage of the 
breadth of the Temalacatl, he confined himself to 
ibe very edge, no w facing the Spaniard, as if about 
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(dmalce his spring, now darting Ibetiifi^ hii^V a« 
if to assault him in the rear, aud^ all the lune, 
'vexing Guzman^s ears with the mo'st tiftWilc 
iKrreams. Then, perceiving the Spaniard's "wa- 
riness, he began to run round the stone with 
all his speed, flourishing his axe, as if to taWe 
advantage of the least opening offered by tlie 
weu*ines8 or dizziness of his foe. Guztnan at 
once perceived the danger to which he was re- 
duced by a system of attack so difficult to be 
guarded against. It was almost impossible, 
tied as he was, to preserve his face always against 
the pagan ; twice or thrice he stumbled over tlie 
rope, and already his brain began to reel with the 
rapidity of his gyrations. At each stuthbl^ 
the Mexican struck at him with his axe, and one 
blow had- taken eflect, though not dangerously, 
upon his shoulder. This incensed the Spaniard 
almost to madness, and he voluntarily exposed 
himself to another wound, in order to bring 
his opponent within his reach. Thus, as the 
infidel was still continuing to run round the 
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stone, he flung himself round the other, way 
very suddenly, yet not so quickly as wholly to 
.^ape the rapid attacks of his assailant. The 
macana inflicted another and deeper wound in 
his back, while his own broken weapon struck 
the savage on the hip. At the same moment 
he seized him by the throat, and, employing a 
strength greatly superior to the Indians, threw 
him under his feet, and crushed him with hand 
and knee, while despatching him with blows 
over the face and head. He then grasped at 
the macana ; but before he could wrest it from 
the grasp of his dying foe, the Indian was 
plucked from under him by the attendant 
priests. 
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CHAPTER XII 



The feelings of Juan Lerma were through- 
out, strange, bewildering and overwhelming ; 
and he gazed upon the three combats, each 
fought and finished in an inconceivably short 
space of time, in a species of trance or stupefacr 
tion. Great, and doubtless just, as. was his 
detestation of Guzman, there wa^ somethinfi^ 
.both noble and afflicting in the courage with, 
which the unfortunate man bore himself in the 
midst of savage foes, who, if they awarded him 
a shout of approbation for every valiant blow, 
yet screamed with a more cordial deligljit, at 
every wound inflicted by an antagonist. Even 
while Juan doubted not that Guzman^s i^till 
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and fortitude would insure him a full triumph, 
and final liberation, he could not but be struck 
with horror, at beholding a Christian man 
bouod to a stone, and baited like a muzzled 
bear. How much more overpowering, then, 
were his feelings, when he perceived, from the 
complexion given to events by the last contest, 
that it must end, and perhaps soon, in the de- 
struction of the prisoner. 

His en)otions became, indeed, irresistible, 
when he looked up at the third shout of the 
multitude,— for he had closed his eyes with 
dread, while Guzman despatched his third 
foe,— and saw him^ bleeding at three different 
wounds, and staggering with dizziness, extend 
his macana, now almost reduced by the frac- 
ture of the blades, to a mere bludgeon, towards 
the king, and exclaim, bitterly and despair- 

" King of Mexico, if thou knowest either 
honour or God, give me a fresh sword ! '^ 

His words ran through Juan's spiiit like 

VOL. III. L 
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^harp kivefi, and he was seized {w}^ a, faiat- 
ness, so that he could scarce maintain hijpApelf 
o\\ hia feet. But while hi$ braij^i ^fairledT and 
#.his eyes swam, he beheld a iouith i^mpi^r 
spring upon the mound^ and, yeUingf as be r^fie, 
dart, without a moments pause, affM»% tke 
captive. 

It was now apparent to all, and to none 
more than the misei:able victim himself, that 
his situation was become wholly desperate. 
Hiii skill could avail him nothing, while he was 
so insufficiently armed ; his strength wad w^t- 
ing away with his blood ; his courage cOuid pot 
long maintain itself against all hope ; and even 
the pride that uplifted him so far aJbovebis 
barbarous antagonists, only exasperated /^him 
into frenzy, when he perceived, that^ despi^ 
as they were, he was in their power, and iniast 
soon expire under their blows. His :rage .ms 
like that of the gallant puma, knotted in the 
laxo of a hunter, and torn to pieces by* dogs, 
which were he at liberty, would be but as 
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grass artd dust under the might of hisr t&- 
totis. 

' Itopeless of any relief from the king, and 
m^^ned by the exulting shouts with \vhich 
*h^ infidells hailed every symptom of his defeat, 
lie itfmed ftfriously iipoh his new opponent ; 
but not until the Mexican, more skilful or 
more lucky than his predecessors, had struck 
bim a violent blow upon the side, which he 
frflowed up, at intervals, with others, while 
running round the stone, in imitation of his 
hfss fortunate countryman. His success was 
rewarded by the spectsttors with screams of de- 
Kgfat, #hieb''he re-echoed with his own wild 
outcries. 

<< 'Yet Ou email was not altogether subdued. 
-Wivtched as was his weapon, he handled it with 
sbme effect, and struck his assailant two or 
tbre^^ucb blows as would have ended the com- 
bat, bad ihey been inflicted by a better. With 
one, he staggered the pagan ; with a sedond, he 
struck him down to his knee ; and with a third, 

L 2 
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he snapped off the last Uad« of obridim^aipan 
the scales of the Indian h^net, and nM^bmb- 
dished a harmless wooden waad. ' l^rni ^hnuofn 

At that moment, a Spanish sword, throwniDby 
an unseen hand, fell at htsieetj-^butdEaiyQ^^ldn. 
Badly aimed, it struck short upon* tbac'S^iw, 
and rolled back to the mound ; and tbefinSdel, 
recovering his feet, though stilL staggodog, 
uttered his war-cry, and raised his macan%' to 
strike down the defenceless Christian. . 

Human nature could withstand the sc^e of 
butchery no longer. Juan Lerma forgot 'tbot 
the captive was bis foe and destroyer;. and ^flie 
unprinciyded oppressor of all he* faeld^fear^ j Me 
saw a man of his own country and faith crtsrol^ 
assassinated be^e bis ^yes, amonff thotiwiiaifaof 
pitiless and rejoidng barbariai». £k tHpught 
not of the imposribility of affi«*ding bUb^is^ 
real relief, nor of the fete to himself: tbaib imlst 
follow an attempt so fiill rf folly. His brftin 
burned, his eyes flamed as if in sookete of ^fifiS; 
and obeying aati impulse that converted him for 
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rrMifioiMBiiJb idto a BoadinaD, he roshed tlm>u^ 
dso'tfew^Tiolales wbo separated Moo fjtom the 
mound, and in an instant was at the aide of the 

aiiTFdSftiikfeh.tifp-the weapon be had so vainly cast, 
.ti0'spurri the exhausted warrior from his prey, 
Joid' to cut the thong that bound Guzman to 
tfie stapne, were all the work of a second. Almost 
before the idea had entered the mind of the 
Mexicans, that the combat was interrupted, so 
HgfatningJikis were bis motions, he had leaped 
with 'Gueman from the platform, and, grasping 
k&B band, made his way over the narrow atid un- 
decupied portion of the scjpiare, which led to the 
gkrden. , £\^Q then, the Mexicans stood for 
awhfla dumb: with surpri^ and consternation ; 
^for ttt^ act was so unexpected, so entirely inex- 
lllicable upon any cf their principles of action, 
that tliey scarce knew if it might not be their 
Mi*Stitl? himself, who tbus snatched a victim 
trow the stone of battle. ' 
* It. has been already mentioned, that the gar- 
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doa wall had, in this quarter^ fBlWaidowji^aM- 
thiU its place was supplied only by.a) ftoiEi^ofl- 
shrubs and brambles. Its ruins cbo|i^[[lhd 
ditch, and gave a passage, which bad beeBXtn*- 
merly effected by a wooden bridge^ dov. btuMd: 
under the heavy fragmentB. A aagls plank 
spanned over the only gap that was too wide td' 
be passed, except by a bold leap. It was a, 
knowledge of thesd circumstances, that, io the 
very tempest of his impulses, deteTmimd the 
course of Juan Lerma, and decided evety step 
he now took to secure life to his wretoheti com-, 
panion. He had breathed but a word 'into 
Guzman's ear, but it was enough tq coipniuni;-' 
cate-strength to his heart, and agility to hra' 
limbs; and iitonderfully adapting his resolutions 
and movements to those of his guide, he ran', 
with him over the square and acKMS tbe cattajj" 
ith such speed, that he rather aided than ten'' 
irded tbe steps of his preserver^— Tbey^ had.* 
^ssed the plank before the yells of purstHt. 
urst from the astounded aBsemUy, and Juan, 
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stfikiQ^^it iKMr ikito the diteh m€h hii^ foot^ 
dtagged' Quam^Xi tkrougti the braoiblei^y e^^' 

^^•Qcidt J quick ! If yoa can but reach the 

M\ Is it tiieUi indeed) Juan Lerma ?^ cried 
GhiziDAiiy with a voice, singularly wild and 
pjleoos, but struggling onward. — ^^ Now then 
thou oangt kill me thyself, since thou wouldst 
not be avaigad* by infidels." 

. ^^ Quick- i quick ! tliey are following us ! they 

aie crossing the ditch !-*^But fifty paces more !"" 

"Ten will aerve me^^— and ten words will 

make: up my r^dunringrH^that is$ htre ."the tmt 

hereafter. Stop^ fool,— I am dying.'' ■ 

-^^- Courage 1 oourtiger eKclaimed Juan^ en^ 
deaTcmring, but in vaii^ to drag further* the 
wMsdi, ibr whcm bis rash humanity seemed to 
huve ]a^qrck«»ed only the right of expiring in a 
Claristiafn's «rms. '* Courage, and move on,-^ 
weftfie close fdllQwed."'' 
** Hark,--Hst€», and speak not," saidGuz^ 



nmn, nnknig to tbe^artliy ^(n*4li(f-#Mfi^^^re 
marUd, and the exertions ^ flight dai^^Ch^ 
to throw out Uood wi& tesilbM ^ k i i i^ fetaatflii 
was indeed upon the Verge iof ^$^dliM!2$ii ^^ 
*^ Listen, listen !'' he cried, gasping for bl^M^'^ 
yet struggling to speak with soeb <^jt<ra!i^ii)afy 
eagerness, that it seemed as if be bcM life iii^'^ 
salvation to depend upon his giving uttenitte^^^ 
to what was in his mind. ^* Listen, Juan i^ma, 
for I am a snake and a devil. I hated th^D^' ' 
—but, brief, brief, brief ! Fir^, Corles— Hi^^l^ 
they come ! — Drag me into a bush, iiM t kiHt^* 
speak and die. No^-^here— -there is no tim^-— 
listen. Saints, give me jwwefps dF speech h^^' 
devils — either ! A little repamtiob «^ wUy 
not? I belted- thee to G6rtes--*.Hai4tf bttl*J»t«'L 

he almost screamed, in the fear that he^^^gln^^ 
not be understood, for he was coOiftdodsixf^illii^'-' 
incoherency of his expressions ; ** Wwk f-^lkAk 
— Bleeding to death — Concertiing-^Cort^s-^ 
wife-— Dofia Catalina'-* jealousy, jeaknu^i-^ 
Poisoned his ear. Understand me t uadei*^^nd 
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ti^.|ii|^ (tf fijkm9 yet with tfaes^ broMa«!3&« 
f^ffSfli^Qft^c the %&^. cavalier threw a ^sucKieQ^ 
and t^y^pfic ^ghtiiip(H> the utiderstaodiDg of tba 

^*i\Q^i9d-hetLvm%r:he cried, *' my bei^&e* 
tf«$# ! my Qoble lady ! Oh, villaia, how could^t 
thou?--'' 

;" More — morer' mnrmured Guzman, with 
imflatiettt) yet vain ardour. ^^ I know all — thy 
fatl^^r^^tby sister — Camarga — kffled — Aha ! 
Mogdaiena-^tbe prinoefis — '^ 

^^ Ay- 1 the pripcesa P'' echoed Juan^ im]:dor^ 
ingly r.^Vthie jftfineeaai the prin^esdi" 

jBut all 4ie could hear, in i^ply to bia frantic 
demwdy was ^^ Garcia Garci — *' and this name 
waainmiedlately \mt m the roaring ahouts of 
th«($ii4dd8r^ho now surrounded the pair. 

I|^.6u£M)aan been able to continue the flight 
at halfLthe speed with which he had b^un it, 
it ia certain they would have reached the palace^ 
consldierably in advance of the pursuers; 

l6 
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though it b Dot certain, .^ha^^ W9^*ki^e 

proTed a citj ef refuge* 9^ti .14si>a^ip»g)th 

failed aloiost imoifdiately afl^r «olQsbg>rthe 

gardeu^of whicbf as aoon aa.he beeam^BenaUUe, 

he began to make his discldisured; laatd fMiftiaps 

the haste into which he itvyia • ddv^e b|f ^the 

almost instapt appearance of tbe MMxi^tmis^ 

thronging over the broken wall, served aa.iauieh 

as the distractions and agonies of deaths to 

make them confused and insufficient. The first 

word — the name of the lady Cataliaa^-^rnneal- 

ing at once the dreadful dehisian whidi^luBd 

converted bis best friend into, hk deadMest 

enemy, so excited and unsettled Juanls nsiad, 

that, in his eagerness to learn sdH more<if ^ibe 

fatal secret, he almost forgot the presenoe-df) so 

many Mexicans, rushing upon hte mtk ydtts 

of fury. It was in vain, when they bad ^t^faed 

him, that he brandished his sword^ •and assumed 

an attitude of defence, calling loudly upon th^ 

king. He was thrown down and o^vpoweired,**** 

nay, he was severely wcwindedy and haikUeH 
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^^Mogeiher so roughly, that it seemed as if the 
i^raged ^Mexieiins were resolved to drag him to 
> the.^tiiet*l6oe»'from which he bad rescued Guz- 
'fonn^ if' nof^'to riiuvder hifn on the spot ; some 
oallnijI^viMit to kill him, and others roaring, 
<Th^ Tenwaa^tll the Teinalacatl !' Their 
0^» were not even stilled when the noUes who 
waited about the person of the king, drove 
them iiway with rods, and Guatimozin himself 
stalked up to the priaoner. The frown which 
Juan^s rad), and, as he esteemed it, impious 
aet, had brought upon his visage, darkened into 
jone atill sterner, when having laid his band 
IsfXQO the Christian's shoulder, to signify that 
km person' was saierad, the expression of pro- 
teoticm was answered only by cries of the most 
tDutinbus cbaraQter. 

.** We will have the blood of the Spaniard,'' 
tbey-acreamed. '^ What said Azcamatzin ? It 
ia trve'-^thts is a bear we have, that embraces 
us, and tears open our hearts. He struck the 
Lord of Death— he takes the victim from 
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Mcfxitli: be dial} be a yktim himmif^ke'diall 
die on the 4tone f^ « ' a I. 

It Mftts in vain that Goatimozin employed 
threats, raenaees, and efitzeaties^ tb aUay tiieii- 
passionB. Sofferings of a imtiH^and extent so 
horrible that we hare scarce dansd to hint at 
them, had already made them sttHen anfd re- 
fractory ; and misery and wrath are no ob- 
servers of allegiance or decorum. The unhappy 
monarch, now such, less in powor than dn name, 
feigned to yield to their clamour, for he pieiv. 
ceived he could no longer openly save; He 
commanded Juan to be bound yifiih eordi^ and* 
carried into a remote corner of the palace, pro- 
mising, that, when he had recovered a little of 
his strength and spirits, he should be given up 
to then?, to die on the Temalacatl. 

It was perhaps fortunate for Juan, that he 
was dragged away too suddenly to behold the 
fate of his rival, who was now in the hands of 
the priests, apparently reviving — a circumstance 
hailed with such shouts of joy, that Juan was 
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hi0i«d#-altao8l forgotlen. Tlie ibftdels oamKl 
Don Francisco again from the gurden, and 
hurried him townrde the little temple. But 
before tiiey had passed the square^ be ex^red 
in thcdr arats^M^iftppy only in tbis^ that be fell 
not by the knives of the priests. 

Bi^ore the day was over, the citizens were 
called upon again to resist the Spaniards, who 
had now resumed the offensive, and who con- 
tinned their approaches with such fierce, deter- 
mined, and incessant efforts, that they employed 
the whole time, as well as the whole thoughts, 
of the besieged. 
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CHAPTER Xril. ' 



The fate of Mexico approached to its conguiii- 
tnation. The great streets leading from the 
causeways were in the power of the Spaniards. 
It might be said, indeed, that they bad gained 
possession of the whole island, except the ex- 
treme point of the neck of Tlateloico; for 
though they did not extend their ravages ^apy 
great distance from the streets^ into the three 
quarters to the east and south, it was^ because 
these were occupied only by women andjchitdt^n 
— the wounded, the sick, and the dyifig^-^^nd 
could be, at any moment, taken possession of. 
The warriors who yet remained^ were coneem^ 
trated upon the little peninsula, around theit 
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monarch, who, obstinate to the last, still re- 
sisted, even when resistance was hopeless, re- 
fusing the oilers of peace and friendship, which 
Cortes, rendered magnanimous by success, and 
softened by compassion, now daily sent him. 
His obstinacy w^s indeed, surprising; for the 
point was surrounded by brigantines and pira- 
guas, prepared to intercept his flight ; and escape, 
unless by death, seemed evidently impossible. 
The work of carnage therefore went on, though 
with wtigated severity ; for there were but few 
left to suffer. The market-place of Tlateloloo 
WAS soured and occupied, and upon the day of 
Sl. Hippoiytus, (the 13th of August,) the 
SpBimmfe concluded th^ labours of the long 
jmdUdody siege, by slorminf. with $11 their 
fiEorces, the palace of Gualiniozin — the last 
sUidOghakl of. tbe M asiemis . The garden walls 
»wer« basted down by the artillery, and soon 
after midday, the Spaniards rushed, with tre- 
mendous, vivas, upon the palace, to which 
fire bad been, previously communicaied by 



flaming arrows, shot into the .wi^dq^(fc^; fi^^ 
ooofederates. ...,-..> /fistt 

The preparations for the «;^sault|^ aiuijlf^i, 
before it bc^D) were surveyed bj tl^ie.Cap^^^liWp 
General from the terrace of the paliiee jof Aif^v;.. 
ajacatl, the famous scene of his sufieriiigs wh^^.^ 
besieged therein by the Mexicans, ayear befoi;e..v,7 
It was in the quarter of Tlatelolco, midway h^ 
tween the great pyramid and the market>]:dace^ 
and commanded, from its turrets, not only $. v 
view of the palace of Guatimozin, but of the 
whole surrounding city and lake. 

Deeply as his mind was eng^^d with ,th(^ .*. 
approaching climax of his mighty enterprise^— ., 
for now he could almost count the minute^ ihat 
intervened betwixt his hopes and his success^-;^— 
he was not without thoughts and feelings of . 
another character. The singular disappearance 
of Magdalena, of which nothing more was 
known, or even conjectured, than was dis<dosed. 
in the midnight conversation of the hunchback . 
and Bemal Diaz ; the fate of Camar^a, over 
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whSeh ivdnti not yeC Darratedy bad cast a pecu- 
liarly exciting mystery ; and the situation of 
Jii&i Eerhia, upon whose character and un- 
happy history certain events had shed a new 
lighi, as weH as what had now become a painful 
interest ;: iill, by turns, occupied his mind, and 
sometimes eveti withdrew it from the contempla- 
tion of the scene before him. The few cava- 
liers in attendance, who enjoyed their immunity 
from combat only because they were disabled 
by severe wounds, referred his unusual gloom 
to the same cause ; for he had not yet recovered 
from' the many injuries, the penalty of his rash- 
ness oh the causeway. 

"Thou knowest, Quinones," said one, in a 
whisper to the captain of his body guard, (for 
the conspiracy of Villafana had been made, as 
is usual in such catastrophes of ambition, an ex- 
cuse for investing his dignity ^nth another en- 
gine of power,) — ** thou knowest, the rene- 
gade struck him upon the head ; and it is a 
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msrvd of fMt>vi{leiice be was Got daki $ -f&ioUtmitt 
Btrikeft with an arm like the wii^ of a wiadtoS^"^ 
These blows on the skull, thoagh on^e maf^* 
seem to recover frora them, ^aVe a pertfous 
after-effect on the brain/' . . . :; 9-: 

<( Fy f mattered Quinones, with a dhake cf* 
the head; there is a new word about L^^ma^^ 
especially since Garci Holguin brought in the 
princess. Didst thou not hear that AlvaradO) 
who heads the assault, called this morning upon 
all soldiers who had seen Juan Lerma, in the 
melee, and asked them a thousand questions? 
I tell thee, there is a new thing in the wind. T 
did myself last night overhear Cortes charg'^ ' 
Sandoval to watch well for every piragull'and 
canqe^ that might leave Tlatelolco, and see that ' 
no one taken be harmed. But this we^will 
see. Talking of canoes, metbougbt I bdbi^- 
one some half hour since paddling from ^^M^^ 
cuco?"" 

**■ Ay/' said another ; " it landed in the norti^- 
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ea^ro qi*ar Jier,— rNo m^^ compteinta of &«ii- 
m^nni^w 1 He wjjl never harry infidels mot$. 
G<i£f^'s i^flors fl^y, he was taken ijive T 

^^^HUt!" whkpered Quinones, with a warn*- 
ing gesture. " This thing troubles Cortes. It 
WHS hh anger, and Gujsmi^n^s desiire to recover 
fa Your, which drove him upon the mad feat, 
that bcpught him tP the block of sacrifice* It 
weighs upon the g^eral's mind.--^And besides, 
as it is now apparent that Camarga is alive, 
th^re is deeper caiise for remorse. It was perhaps 
his WTOQ^ul belief in the charge of murder, 
ra^ther. tl^^n any other cause^ that made him 
proceed, with siich r^^our against Guzman."" 

;.",B^t is t^is rumout true?" demtmded the 
olbar. 

,^^.Ay^ i^ettain; and I wage ye my life, the 
vffjyri^anoe we were looking after, brings the 
dead^Itrte to Mexico. Methoqght I could 
trace the cut of his sacerdotal maskings, even 
afar off. They . say ^ after all, the man is a true 
brother of St. Dominie, under some dispensa- 
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ikn>i^ A.y, faith ! ymi ' may iflie6^miw-4f«liv6/ dod 
shorn into the bargain i They are bm^&g 
him ttp the stairwaj.-^Bj StEintiiigio^ ^it^ kihakes 
the g^nerars «ye flash fire r ^ i ••"' bsr-; 

The eye of Cortes, up to tim moradntp^i- 

liarly gloomy and troubled^ did' ixideed^ffffish 

« 

with lustre, as soon as it fell upon the figBUs ilf 
Camarga; for it was he, who. «dw made his 
appearance on the terrace, led forward by ^Iir* 
dians. He was greatly altexed, «ad seemed 
indeed like the ^ost of his former self^ so wan 
and emaciated was his countenanee, and .-^ 
bfokefii and feeble bis step; he looked as if^ia 
almost the last stage of atrophy. He wais 
otherwise changed v the fakir was' ;Bborn>' from 
bis crbwn, on which' was a g'bastly soar, left 4^ 
the macana of the Lord of Death ; h^s Ibet 
were bare; and from the cord tiMit ^itfdedMon 
his friar's frock, was suspended a knotted 
scourge, crusted over with blood.' His^ wlMjle 
appearance was that of some snicidid asceli^; 
who mourns with the severest tfiaeetation ^f the 
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iMidy%«:»» «Qt tcr beaxpiated bj mere pemteoce 

f' ' ^^.Heitv^flt. fae^ thanii^cl for thy resu? reption t*^ 
cried Cortes, grasping bim by the hand^ and 
leading htm to the seat he had hitnself occupied. 
.^^ There is a w/tM in my boiotD, and now I know 
ti^aA: thou canst remove it !'' 

^^Havie I come too late .^" cried Camarga^ 
eagerly, though with a voice no longer sonorous, 
^^Jgnus Deiy dona nobis pacem i The victim 
of our madness^ driven among the infidels,^— 
the poor wretch whom misery cast into the 
same hands-^what of them, seSior ? what of 
them?'" 

** Nothing," retried Cortes^ *'unlew thou 
oahst speak it: n^hing, at l^ast, except that 
boljh are.stiU ip oaptivtty. Yet know, if it 
willrcAiev^ tbee^that what I could do by em- 
baasies and gopdly offers, that I have done to 
i^lK^over them ; and I have given such orders, 
th^t, if ^y be not murdered by the Indians, 
we may see ihem^ living this day/' 



'>> God be thanked ! '' cried C^iii^tf,'cli^^ffi«g 
on his knees, and praying wiA *U<5h fei*iWrt", 
though in inaudible accents, as tb 'fekSti ^o 
little curiosity among the attendanf 'cdVal!(^, 
whom Cortes had already waved Away. He 
turned upon them again, ^d steriily bade them 
descend from the terrace, which they did, fol- 
lowed by the Indians. 

As soon as they were alone, Gortes, scarce 
pausing until Camarga had ceased his devdititos, 
exclaimed, 

" Speak, and delay not, either to mourn or' to 
pray : thou canst do these things hereafter. 
Enough evil has already come of tfiy sili^ce. 
Speak me in a word — What art thou ? and 
what is thy interest in tbese t^^retches? 'Wfiiat 
is thine? and what — ^yes, what is mifUBf^ '^ 

The last word was uttered with vehem^t 
emphasis, that seemed to recall Camarga tb'Ws 
self-possession. He rolled his eyes upon' Cortes 
with a ghastly smile, and replied, 

" Thou shalt know ; for thou hast a sin to 
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^jfi§jif,er^^^w^^,i^$^I; and tiDawer it thoi;i must, 
JbptK.to .God and thy consciepce. Moderate 
^t^y, iny>atience : what I have to say, cannot be 
4spoken in^ a word, but yet it shall be spoken 
briefly. -In thy boyish days, thou hast heard 
^f the Gounts of Castillejo— " 

The Captain-Oeneral bent upon the speaker 
a look that seemed designed to slay, it was so 
frowningly fixed and penetrating. He then 
smote bis hands together upon his breast, as if 
to beat down some dreadful thought, and im- 
m€:diately exclaimed, 

"What thou hast to say, speak in God's 
name, and without further preface. Were I 
but a dpg of the house of Cortes, instead of 
its j9on and sole representative^ the name of a 
CastiUep of Merida would be hateful to my 
^r,. ./Vy,:.by heavens! be thou layman or 
monk, my friend or the friend of my enemy, 
yet know that my rage burns with undiminislied 
fire, though the proud scutcheons of the Ci^s- 
tillejos have been turned into fupe^'al hatch- 
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m^fttoy and the aioftses of tweoty^y^^^MMii^fii- 
thered on their ^aves* B«it it i% eaoimjii. )%ke 
first word of thy story harmonizes^ irilk miAe 
own conceit. A strange accident opened my 
eyes upon a reroembranee of cfedionouc; nUfoh 
let us rake up no further.— I ha^e heard enee^. 
Keep thine own secret, too," he oontinuild, wiA 
a gleaming eye ; *^ for I would not take. the life 
of one, upon whom Heaven has ilsdf :iet the 
seal of vengeance.'' 

^^ Yet must thou listen, and I speak,^ saidC#- 
marga, disregarding the menacing words and 
glance ; *^ for there is a story to be told^ of wbiob 
thou and thy kindred have not dreftiiied»-^ni^» 
nor have others, except one*— except one ! M<jr 
secret will not throw thee into tlie fre«zy.tb«Mi 
fearest; he of whom you think, is beyond the 
reach of human vengeance. Listen to ii^ 
Hernan Cortes, and forbear your rage^ mitfl'I 
have done. — Of the Count Sebastiaa^^ tHree 
brothers; the next in age, Julian, was a sl-ave 
in Barbary, yet supposed to be dead ; the 
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f^u»tpas%r4if^gpim^ws» a wmk of 6t Bofttiiiio; 
vltcid A^'ikirdi JuaB, was a wild and unhappy 

.v.>"}Atyy by h«ave»,'" wttd Cortes, with atigry 

itoadpi^;; **may lie f€meinber his d^eds in 

l^gn»eBt---<iAttieiil Had not Gregorio been an 

l^uisitxHT as well as a monk, I should have seen 

-him bura at a stake, as was his due." 

'•- ".:Rescspve your eurses for the true eriminaV 

said Camarga, drawing the cowl over his vi- 

■a^^^-fifi if no longer able to endure the fierce 

illMkf'of Eton Hernan : " Among others who 

ibad Jn&ani^ his wild and 36ry afl^ctions, was 

0iie« whoni' Heaven had seemingly placed beyond 

^ r^a6h,-^«f3ne whose name I need not pro- 

Wkdnoe to Hertian Corfes**" ^ 

tnl^^tl''lrtll tell Ihee who she was,** said the 

l^eFai, teying his band upon Camarga 's shoul- 

4#^aBd leaking with a passionate energy ; — 

^•Sille il«iia^t«r of a fanaily, ancient and noble 

at rbiat own, though without its wealth, — a 

Bdvice about to take the ¥ows, (for to this^'had 

VOL. III. M 
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the poverty of her house and her owi> religioijni 
fervour destined her,) and thps uplifttod \^)$(l 
by rank and profession above the aims^cf a 
seducer. But what thought the young cijib pi 
Castillejo of these impediments, wben he fear^4 
not God, and saw no one left to punish bi^ 
yillany, save an impoverished old man and a 
rambling school-boy ? Dwell not on this-r^ 
speak not her name neither : let it be forgot- 
ten. May her soul rest in peace ! for her owi^ 
act of distraction avenged the dishonour of her 
fall."' 

He paused in strong emotion, and Camarg^ 
drawing the mantle closer round his head, cqx^r 
tinned : 

" Know, (and I speak thee a truth never 
before divulged to mortal man,) that the sia 
of this act, — the abduction of a devotee, whpfse 
noviciate was already accomplished^ — beloogs 
not to Juan, the debauchee, but to Greg(^ia, 
the Dominican." .■ ■ 

" These are the words of a madn^an,"" said 
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Cdrtefi, sternly ;' but he was interrupted by 
Camarga hastily exclaiming, 

* Misunderstand me not. The lover and 
tile convent-robber was indeed Juan ; but it 
was Gregdrio who provoked him to the outrage, 
and gave him the means of success. The sa^ 
crilege had not been otherwise attempted, and 
the fickle-minded Juan would have soon forgot- 
ten the object of a passion both criminal and 
diangerous." 

" If you speak the truth,^ said Cortes, " you 
have exposed an atrocity, of which, as you 
said, truly no man ever dreamed. On what 
improbable ground do you make Gregorio a 
villain so monstrous ?*' 

^* On that of knowledge^'' replied Camarga, 
A^th a voice firmer than he had yet displayed 
'*Dost thou think ambition lies not as often 
under a cowl as a corslet ? or that guilt can only 
be meditated by a soldier ? When the young 
monk Gregorio beheld the two sons of his 
brother* the Count Sebastian, taken up dead 
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from the river, into which an evil acci.^^nt ^|fgf| 
plunged them, and knew that the Count ^as 
dying— surely dying — of a broken heart* the 
frend of darkness put a thou£:ht into .his brain, 

t 

which had never before dishonoured it. Yet it 
slumbered again, until his evil fate showed him 
his brother Juan, meditating a crime, which, if 
attempted, must bring him under the ban of 
the church, and into the dungeons of the In- 
quisition. Then he said in his heart, * If Se- 
bastian die of grief, childless, and if Juan 
destroy himself by an act of impiety, where 
shall men look for the Count of Castilleio, 
except in the cell of Gregorio T It wajs this 
thought of darkness that brought the thuivier- 
bolt upon his house, and upon thine." 

*^ Ay ! thou sayst it now,'' said Cortes, with 
a smothered voice. " But this monk, this devil, 
this Gregorio ! Let me know more o^ the 
wretch, whose flagitious ambition, not satisfied 
with destroying his father's house and his 
brother's soul, must end by bringing to a dis- 
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ourdble grave a daughter — I speak it now 
--a daughter of Martin Cortes of M edellin I'" 

" It is spoken in a word; but let the ini- 
quitous details be forgotten. The power of 
Gregorio, unknown even to Juan, (for the con- 
riivancfr was concealed and unsuspected,) opened 
the doors of the convent, and the lovers fled, 
were united in marriage, and then parted for 



ever."*' 



** United ? married ? Now by heavens, thou 
mockest me ! Even this had been some mitiga- 
tion of our shame. But it is not true. Why 
dost thou say it ?^' 

" Thou wert deceived — ^all were deceived,'''* 
said Camarga ; " nay, even the scheming Gre- 
gorio was deceived ; for before he had dreamed 

> 

that such a fatal blow could be given to his 
ambition, the knot was tied, and the children 
of Juan became the heirs of Sebastian. Be- 
hold how treachery overshoots its mark 1 Gre- 
gorio opened a path, that the lovers might 
meet, not that they might escape. This was 
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reserved until the time when the vcfws* shooki 
be taken ; after which the crime of abduqdoii 
and flight coald not be pardoned. TheyAtda, 
day too early, and it was within the power cif 
Sebastian to obtain both a pardon and dispeiU 
sation : for Juan was now his heir, in the place 
of his children." 

** Good heavens !'' cried Cortes, " was thiain- 
deed possible ? But no ; thou deceivest we. 
Had the offence been so venial, Juan Castiliejo 
had not perished among the vaults of the In- 
quisition.''' 

" Canst thou compass thine own vindicti^ 
purposes, and attribute no similar power to 
others.?**' cried Camarga, with a laugh, tbAt 
sounded hollow and unnatural under'the liiimtfe. 
** Did a venial offence, or a malignant and per- 
fidious stratagem, drive Juan Lerma among title 
pagans of Mexico.'' — Listen: — Juan Castiliejo 
was dragged from his hiding-place, and that 
perhaps the earlier, that Gregorio knew of- tbfeir 
marriage. The crime of carrying off a novice 
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iff a^ not indeed' inexpiable^ but it d^nitnded a 
deep^cell in the office of the Brotherhood ; andl , 
siieif Juan obtained. Now, Cortes, ask not for 
reasons to explain the acts of Gregorio. Th^ 
dyii^ Sebastian exerted his powers to save his 
brother, and would have succeeded, had not 
Gregorio, visiting the dungeons, in virtue of his 
office, subtly attacked the prisoner's mind with 
tbe fear of torture and final condemnation; 
until,^ in a fit of distraction, he laid violent 
hands upon himself^ and so ended a tragedy, 
for which Gregorio designed another catas- 
strophe. Ay^ believe me ! Think not that even 
j^regorio planned out a clinaax so cruel. He 
■deMred only to work upon Juan's terrors, 
in order to banish him from the land for ever ; 
for it. was his purpose to provide him with the 
ifieans of escape, when this was accomplished. 
He foresaw not the consequences of the despe- 
•Itation he had produced. Upon the morrow, 
Seba^ian came with au indulgence— almost a 
pardon. The shock of the spectacle of Juan'^s 
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dead body, broke away the, last feeble. 90f^.^ 
that bound bim to life ; and Gr^otic^ ahsqljfy^^^j 
from his vow8 by the papal dispeosation, ^i^^ , 
obtained, was now the Count of Casti|lejoJ' ,j,,:-^ 

*^ And never sat in the. ca3tle4iall 4 fien^rj: 
more truculent and diabolic!^ cried Cort^ • 
with terrific emphasis. ^^ Hark thee, xnan,,dsr^ 
mon, or whatsoever thou art — I did think thef^ .^ 
at first, the very wretched Juan of whom thou 
hast spoken, escaped by some miracle, an4 - 
finding the fiercest retribution for his villa^y^ . 
in the misery of his children. I remembered 
thy words at Tezcuco, and was thus deluded* .. 
But I know thee at last, and words cannot ext^ - 
press how much I abhor thee.'' . . r • . 

" We are alike worthy of detestation*'' said,, 
Camarga, rising and flinging back his cawl» "t^^r 
we are alike villains, — with but this difierwe^. , 
between us, that I have preceded thee in the 
path of remorse, and must perhaps tread- j| 
more bitterly, because in all things, self-rddu4ed 
and bafiled. I am what thou thinkest, — th» 
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wretched Gregorio — and yet less wretched than 
when I first discovered the twin children of my 
brothef in tfhy house at Tezcuco. — Hearken yet 
a tnoment, and I have done. All supposed 
that th(^. unhappy Olivia had cast herself into 
the rivefr, and so perished. It was not so. 
Pity, refhorse, or some other feeling — perhaps, 
poHcy— induced me to preserve her from her 
distraction. She lived in concealment, until she 
had given birth to twin children — these very 
wf^fehes whom we have persecuted. Let me 
spi^k their fate in a word. The boy I sent 
by a* cfeatufre whose name he bears, to Colon's 
setttenient in Espafibla ; the girl I devoted from 
her' infancy to the altar; and in both cases, 
dreamed that I had provided for their welfare, 
as'irell as against the possibility of discovery. 
Wfcen I had thus arranged every thing for my 
ownr Mficurity, Heaven sent me the first sting of 
ret^ibudon in the person of my brother Julian, 
retanaed in safety from the dungeons of Fez, 
and ifv right of seniority, the heir of the honours 
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I had so vainly usurped. It was a fiiflfig te- 
ward, but it was not all. Distionbdr, 6ther 
crimes, and awakened suspicions,' followed my 
downfall ; and I became an exile atid biit(ikst. 
What life I have lived, it needs not T sHobld 

> > 

speak. A strange accident acquainted' ni^ with 
the stranger truth, that Magdalena had folio Wfed 
her unknown brother to the islands. I Irad 
amassed wealth; and an impulse, combining 
both pity and foreboding terror, drove me to 
pursue them. It was, easy to trace out 'their 
respective fates. The wreck of the ship which 
carried Magdalena, with the supposed loss of 
all on board, satisfied me that she was with 
her mother, in heaven. An unexpected ev^nt 
had invested Juan with new interest. This' was 
the death of Julian, without heirs. It was in 
my power to repair, at least, the wrongis I had 
done him, by restoring him to his iriheritarice ; 
the knowledge and proofs of his legitimacy were 
in my hands, and I resolved to employ them. 
This I could not do in mine own persdii, but I 
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discove^red — ^aiid know, senor, it filled me with 
jpy — that thou hadst befriended him. I came 
then to Mexico, to seek the young man, and to 
enaUe thee to do justice to the memory, and to 
the child of thy sister." 

Gregorio, for so we must now call him, paused 
a moment, while Cortes strode to and fro, in 
great agitation. He then resumed : 

'' The first thing I heard was the supposed 
death of Juan, — his expedition, and the cause 
of it — thine own bitter and unrelenting hatred.**** 

" It is true," said Cortes, with a vain effort 
at composed utterance. " I confessed jaiy folly 
, to thee before. I have persecuted tlie son of 
my sister almost to death, and for an imaginary 
crime. There were villains about me — I will 
tell thee, by and by, my delusion.'^ 

'* Senpr*" continued Gregorio, " I found in 
thy camp a villain, whose subtle and malicious 
nature was in harmony with my own. This 
was Villafana, whose representations of thy 
cruelty in the matter of Juan, stirred up my 
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ev&i piBsioDs; and until the day w^n Juan 
returned, I was Tery eager to aTenge bis wrangs^ 
Upon that day, I discovered tbat Magdaknal 
was living. Now^ he exclaimed, with vehe- 
mence, ^' thou may St understand the canise itf 
my seeming madness; now thou mayst know 
that the vengeance of Heaven was punishingtmy 
old sin with lashes of horror. Thou know<^ 
est the evil slanders cast by the ribald soldiers 
upon thee, in relation to Magdalena. That 
dreadful suspicion was soon at an end ; but 
there remained the other, the persuasion, sup- 
ported by strong circumstances and by the ma- 
lign averments of Villafana, — the dreadful, 
damning bdief, that a horrible and unnatural 
sin^ the direct consequence of my own, had 
plunged the brother and sister into a nev^r>- 
ending wretchedness. Ask not my feelings, 
when I made this supposed discovery. They 
caused me to seek the life of the unhappy bro- 
ther, to attempt it with my own hands, and 
finally through thine ; and all in a distractioh. 
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that! mingled & thirst of vengeanee wkh lite 
ptieoa«ttiatts <^ pity. Tbou knoveest tSkerest: 
be iK^as fioati^ed out of our hands ; and horn 
Magdalena I diacovered the blessed — the 
bUsaftd tnutliy that heaven had nut punished 
iimxk {or my sin I A course of extraordinary 
Galaniitib5> Mrhi}e it covered them with misery, 
yet kept them asunder. — But why should I 
trifle thus? The girl also was taken from me, 
and by the pagans, who left me on the lake-side, 
wdtering in blood. When I recovered speech 
and sease, I besought Guzman to send far you ; 
nay, in my distracted impatience, being myself 
incapable of any effoi't beyond mere speech, I - 
confided to him the secret of their birth—" 

^' Villain that he was, a double*-dyed villain 1"' 
exclaimed Cortes ; '^ this then accounts for his 
attempt upon your life, of which I had some- 
thing more than mere suspicion to bring against 
bini. I see it all now : exposure of a long se- 
ries of malignant deceptions, must have followed 
the r^vealment^ if it found the young Lerma — 
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the yoiiog CasuUejo, shall I say P.-^-^peL living. 
Is it not true ? did he do you violence ?"" . . : • 

** Nai with his own hands," replied Qregprio.; 
^^ nor can I say he really designed my.dc^t)?, 
not being able to communicate with thelndiiap^, 
who dragged me by night fro»n Tezcaco, car- 
ried me to the mountains, and finally took nie 
back again, wlien Guzman was no longer the 
governor. But I doubt not bis intentions were 
evil." 

*• He has suffered for his crimes," said 
Cortes. — He strode to and fro for an instaint, 
with hands clasped together, and a working 
visage. Then returning, and casting around a 
glance of suspicion, he said, 

" Hark thee, Gregorio — If we save these un- 
happy creatures from death, thou shalt be for- 
given, — ay man, and honoured too- I un<M*- 
stand the motives that made thee mine ally, in 
wickedness: now understand mine, — the persua- 
sions of belief that converted me into a persecn- 
tor— 'the base and devilish persecutor, for such 
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I was — df my sister^s son,— of my dwn flesh add 
blood. By heaven ! I loved him dearly ; : nature 
spoke ih my heart, — the instinct of coilsangui- 
hity was alive within me ; and even the lies of 
Guzman could not wholly destroy it. Velaa- 
quer, the governor/' he went on, *' has fought 
me with all weapons, and with all in vain. Yet 
did he att last fall upon one that was made to 
wound me to the quick, though it could not 
make me falter in this emprise of conquest. My 
lady, Qregorio— my lady!^' he continued^ strug- 
gling in vain against the feelings of humiliation, 
with wiiich he confessed a weakness so unwor- 
thy ; — **iny lady Catalina is fair and merry, 
and,]6od wot, somewhat over fond of the gingling 
galKards that ruffle it at Santiago; and I, — by 
W\y conscience, I will be as honest as thou, — I 
have had the devil of suspicion sometimes enter 
mv mind ; but, I swear to thee, to mine own 
dishohour only. Upon this ground, Velasquez 
has thrust at me with hints, inuendos, sarcasms, 
jests, rumours, accusations, time without ^d. 
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There has never a ship arrived, that it has not 
brought some petard to be shot off on my bo^ ^ 
som ; and sometimes, I think; I hive be^n half ^"^ 
mad with my dreams. Know, then, that one dif 
these damnable devices was made to play in 
the person of my adopted son, — ^for such He 
was, — and my lady'^s favourite, Juan Lerma. 
My lady won him out of prison, and har- 
boured him during the sickness that followed. 
Out of this was constructed a story that tor- 
mented me. Yet it was naught, until Guzman 
penetrated the weakness, and wrought it, by I 
know not what means, into a fierce and fiendish 
jealousy. The young man was melancholy, 
too — he had killed his friend Hilario; but 
(Heaven save me such madness again !) I deemed 
it the workings of his conscience, his sense of 
ingratitude, operating upon a temper, which, 
I knew, was naturally noble and virtuous. 
Thou canst not think how many little events 
were turned, by Guzman^s malignant address, 
into proof and confirmation of my detestable 
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suspicion. There came for him certain horses 
and arms, ^nt^ as I quickly believed* by my 
wife, now bold in infidelity — '** 

** Alas r said Gregorio ; " I learned from 
Villafana, that these were the gifts of Magda- 
lena^ who, poor wretch, would have sent him 
her life, could that have been made an accept- 
able present.'^ 

" Thou makest my heart still lighter,^ said 
Cortes, ^^ for this was the only matter I could 
not myself explain away, so soon as certain 
passages with Guzman had opened my eyes to 
his baseness. His oppressions forced me to 
withdraw him from Tezcuco ; and, quarrelling 
with him upon that subject, as well as in regard 
to thine own fate, he let fall, in the heat of con- 
tention, certain unguarded expressions, which 
convinced me that he had made me his tool, — 
by Heaven, Gregorio, his instrument ! Sus- 
picion once awake, my judgment once informed 
how much be had to gain, both of favour and 
revenge, by destroying my poor cornet, it 
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tieed^ but my own refleetioDdf to show^iitne iio# 

nUblessly I had been e^jokd- tA*d <C0 rorf^Wl 
all, a new light was shot into xny fio^lirbjf^the 
tKOovery^ from dn Indian ptin^ess, na^-^a-.a)^ 

ti^e in my bands, of this tribk^t» wbich^l^m 
mayest know, if thou bant indeed ^ver bobed 
upon the face of my sister/' > ? 

He drew from his bosom the cross and, rO^ 
sary which Juan had flung round the neck pf 
the Indian princess. .' 

: ^* I placed it/* said Gregorio, " with mine 
own hands upon the bosom of the infant Mi% 
dalena — but, good Heaven, how came it ofi tb^ 
neck of a savage, unless they have mqr^ei}^ 
hei? ?" . .,1 ► .•; 

- **^ Fear not,*' said Cortes: " It wasgiyc»jife^ 
the princess by Juan Lerma~-»by Jm^.'M 
Castillejo; and was doubtless presente^^tohftfn 
by Magdalena, in the islatid. From tUb prefc^ 
cess, I learned the first news of M^diil^liii, 
who was kindly treated by the yoting king, in 
bis palace, for Juan'^s sake. Thou must know 
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hniit ; fer I did » jsdtf fcm k to bbj sislcn 
wlioft fliej tool ne^ bat a feoj^ to see htr is 
tke^ c o n f em . And as fmr tins franeessy Guv 
gwio^'* contiaiKd Covtes^ witii an air of pride^ 
^ fcooir that ^le is a daitgbler of MootearuMa^ 
the descendant of a thousand kings; and the 
Coant of Castffiejo vtSl eanj with him to hb 
castle^ a Imde more noble than erer entered it 
before/* 

** TTiese things are^ Tanities^"* said 6regorio» 
gtoomilj. ** Let my brother^s children be first 
plucked from the nest of infidels^ if it be not 
too late.'* 

^ Heaven will not n€^ forsake them> after 
protecting them through so many and greater 
perils^^ said Cortes, kissing the little cross and 
restoring it to his bosom. *^ The best men in 
the army, cavaliers and all, have sworn they 
will fetch them from the palace, in which they 
are now surrounded. And hark thee, Gregorio: 
the only daughter of the Count of Castill^ 
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is too noble a prize for a nunnery. — We will 
have another dispensation.*" 

The further disclosures of these two men, 
both villains, and both penitents, after their 
ways, were arrested by the commencement of 
the attack upon the palace ; and Cortes calling 
some of his attendants to support his com- 
panion's steps, they descended from the terrace. 



. ' . 1 V ' 






i *•• 



i: 



THE FALL OF MEXICO. fl6l 



i : -l 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Juan Lebma, or Castillejo — for such we 
must now call hiro — ^yet lay in confinement. 
His cell was in a quarter of the palace remote 
from the royal apartments ; and without being 
altogether exposed to the cannon-shots, with 
which the attack was begun, was yet so nigh 
the garden-wall as to make its luckless inha- 
bitant an auditor of all the fearful yells and 
outcries, with which the besieged and assailants 
contended for possession of the breaches. He 
was still bound, and some dozen or more dark- 
browed pagans kept watch at his doors, one 
of which led into a broad passage, and the 
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Other he knew not whither. They were de- 
signed rather to protect him from the fury bf 
the warriors, now concentrated in the garden 
and palace, than to guard against escape, whicK 
the wounds he had received in the defence of 
Guzman, had but ill fitted him to attempt. 
AH that Guatiraozin could do to prolong an 
existence, now almost insufferably wretched, 
he did ; and at the very moment of the assault, 
while taking measures to effect his own retjeat 
from an empire now utterly demolished, and sL 
post no longer tenable, he gave hasty instrtm- 
tions to the Ottomi, Techeechee, to secure tite 
escape of his friend. It will be presently 
seen in what manner fortune defeated this- 
plan, as well as all others now devised by th« 
fallen monarch. 

It was with a listlessness amounting almost' 
to apathy, that Juan listened to the first dia^* 
charges of the cannon and the roar of hostile 
voices. Such sounds had been awakened for 
several days in succession, and each day they 
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w^e u^ftre^ and louden If they pr^mis^ 
hifn ,4^v^rance) they promised little eke ; for 
^^i^^il reflected upon the eventful enterprise 
of .jth^ causeway, ^nd digested at leisure aod io 
gloom^ many of those details which had almost 
es^f^d.his notice, in the heat and hurry of cchk 
teiption^ h^ saw but little reason to anticipate 
from hi^ countrymen, any other reception than 
such as. might be vouchsafed to a condemned 
criminal and avowed renegade. He remem* 
bered) that he had been struck down by a Spa- • 
ni^ird, while in the very act of giving life to the 
C^;)tain-General ; and he had a vague suspicion 
tl^at the \Aqw was struck by the Barb&»Boxa> 
I|l£raspar (of who^ death he was entirely igtich* 

ranl).bad met. him with such vindictive ferocity, 
what else could be expected from men who had 
n^y^f ioqkfti upon him.. with friendship P Yet 
fe^r.for. himself made the lightest weight in 
hi$ load of suffering : his thoughts dwelt upon 
the captive; princess, and not less often, though 
wjtb perhaps less gnawing anxiety, upon bis 
captive sister. 
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Such were the reflections diat d|ithwiid'%ip 
mind during the first hours of confli«t»%ii|(||d 
made him almost indifferent to fajis j^e^. Yet, 

notwithstanding his gloom> there 8j:QBei4L:4^iHii- 
stance at last, which gave su^ an fnqiyUiiig 
character to his confinement, as prev^3ttej^ his 
remaining any longer indifferent to his situ«ti0n. 
He became suddenly aware that volleys of 
smoke were beginning to roU into the apart- 
ment, and perceived, at the same time, that 
his guards, driven away by fear or by an un- 
controllable desire to mingle in the conflict, as 
was more probable, had fled from the doors, 
after satisfying themselves that he was. se^o^d 
in such a manner as to prevent his flying in 
their absence. He was indeed bounds or;ratber 
swathed, hand and foot, with robes of cqtt^, 
soas to be incapable of rising from the XH>u4)h on 
which he lay : and it was his oonsciousoe^ ^f 
the miserable helplessness of his condition, left 
to perish, as it seemed, in a burning palace, 
without the power of raising a finger in self- 
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' ^r ei i r v f itic m, ihat stung him out of1iU le- 

^be sm^ke was now rolling into the room, 
fo denser YtiaBdes than before, accompanied by 
-tbeaCMKng odour of burning feathers, which 
entered so largely into the decorations of the 
palace; and he began to apprehend lest he 
should be suffocated outright, even before the 
Dames had extended to his prison. He called 
aloud for relief ; but his voice was unheeded 
in the din that shook the palace walls; he 
struggled to release his limbs, or to rise to his 
feet, but in vain ; and even the poor expedient 
of rolling over the jfloor, availed him but 
little, so much were his muscles cramped by 
the barbarous bonds. To crown the horror 
of the scene, a gush of heated air shook the 
curtains of the door opposite to that which 
communicated with the passage, and was 
almost instantly followed by another, whirling 
smoke and flames. 

But even in this extremity, hope was brought 
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to his ears, in the sound of a Yoiceimt b^iMiti 
for many days, but not yet forgott^. Vr&^ 
amoog the very flames that cafne flasbingslfl^ 
the chamber, consumiug the door-txsiirtaios^ ana^i 
darting upon the little canopy thut ^iirnio^l^ 
his couch) he could distinguish the eager .aa4 
clamorous bowlings of Befo ; as if this faithful 
friend were seeking him in his imprisonment* ife 
answered him with a shouts which w^as responded 
to not only by the joyful bark of the dog, b^t 
by the wild cry of a woman ; aiid in the ^ext 
instant, Magdalena, preceded, by Befo, iHished 
through the flames into his dungeon*. .\i, - 

"I have co<ne to save you, my hmtherlS* 
she cried, with accents wildly veheiBent^and iiv* 
coherent. "We will fly wjbere ney^t n^ 
shall see us more. Ki«s me, Juan ; and' then 
look upon me no more, for I hm^ n^^^ s^^f/m 
to my souL — Oh, my brother! my btPtbe? ff? 
And she flung herself upon his body, ^nd 
strove, but in vain, to raise him from the flQ<;H:u 

Had the agitation of his npiind permitted* 
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Jm» t»u»t have tiotioed, and been shtK^k^d 
bytbe jdteration in her appearance. Heir 
^hol^ 'figare was mieerably wasted^ aftd she 
grasped him with a strength feebler than a 
^biU\i. Hev oouDtenance was hollow, gfaastlj 
paie, and mottled only by such toudies of 
coldur as indicate a spirit consuming equally 
wkh the body. Add 'to this, that her garments 
were scorched, and even in parts burned, by 
th« flames through which she had made her 
way ; and we may understand how much she 
dffferad from the beautiful and majestic crea- 
ture, that bad been deemed at Tezcuco 
almost a being of another world. 

'* Out «iy bonds, Magdalena,^^ said Juan, 
eagerly, **or I must die in thin^arms." 

**^ Let it be so, Juan — we will die together," 
eiied Magdalena, with a voice of transport, as 
if the prospect of such a climax to an unhappy 
ffite filled her mind with actual delight **0 
yes, Juan, so we will die, so we will die !'^ and 
A^e flung her arms about his neck^ with tre- 
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mulous fervour, smothering his voice of remon- 
strance and entreaty, until recalled to her wits 
by a loud howl from Befo. This faithful ani- 
mal, limping yet with pain, but acting as if he 
understood the inability of Magdalena to gfve 
his master relief, now lifted up liis voice, whin"- 
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ing for further assistance ; and in a few seconds 
the cry of another human being was heard, ap- 
proaching with answering shouts, through the 
passage. But before they were yet heard, Mag- 
dalena sprang to her feet, and wrung her hands 
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wildly, staring upon Juan as if upon a Ba- 
silisk. 



" Sister ! sister ! will you see me perish ^" 
cried Juan. " Slip me but these knotted rotes 
from my hands and feet, and I will save tiiy 
life. Befo ! what Befo ! canst thou not rive 
them to tatters with thy fangs f^ 

" I will free you, Juan, — yes, I will free 
you," said Magdalena, flinging herself upon tier 
knees, and essaying with better zeal than wis- 
dom to loose the knotted folds ; " yes, Juan, I 
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will free you, and then bid you farewell— Yes, 
farewell, farewell — a lasting farewell !" 

fi[ut while she was muttering thus, and striv- 
ing confusedly with the knots, a better assist- 
ance arrived in the person of the old Ottomi, 
Mrho rushed in, yelling, " Fly ! fly ! the king 
waits for his brother,^ and cut the garments 
asunder with his macana. 

J uan rose to his feet ; but so long had he 
endured this benumbing bondage, that he was 
scarce able either to stand or move. There was 
no time, however, for hesitation. The flames 
were already devouring his couch, and darting 
over the cedar rafters of the ceilings Befo wbined 
and ran to the door, as if inviting his master to 
follow ; and Techeechee did not cease to exhort 
him to hasten. Besides all this, there were now 
heard the cries of men and clashing of arms, 
as if the battle were raging even in the palace, 
and approaching the place of imprisonment. 

" Magdalena, dear Magdalena — " 

She flung herself into his arms, and embrac- 
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ing him,' as if never to part from fa'Att :tiKifi%, Wt 
yet uttered, with \irild sobbings, *ii:.ij 

** Farrewell, JuaB, farewell ; farew<eH, %y 
brother — we will never see each other nior^ !*^S 

" WJbat meanest thou, my sister? Hbld me 
by ray arm — tarry not, or we shall perish:*^' ' 

" I cannot go, Juan — I will remain, Juan-^I 
must die, Juan, I must die t Weep for thi^^ 
pray for me, remember me~Now go, now go! 
Go, Juan, go !" 

It is impossible to express the mingled ten- 
derness and vehemence with which she litti^red 
these words. Poignant grief darkened in Her 
eyes, in which glimmered the light 6f the most 
passionate love ; and all tbe while she shed 

y * 

floods of tears. Unable to comprehend an 
agitation so extraordinary, and valedictions 
which he thought little short of insanity, he 
grasped her by the hand, and endeavoured to 
draw her after him. She resisted even with 
screams, until, utterly confounded, and some- 
what incensed by opposition so unreasonable 
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§mA iiiQfq¥>]ili!ie, be turned agam to jr^mour 
i^trate, and perhaps rebuke; But the reproach 
w^s ba^iabed from bis lipj^, before tbey had 
given, it vitterance- Sbe again flung her arujs 
^round^ his ne^k» and muttered with tones that 
w€n^ to his heart, 

. *' I cannot go with you, Juan — Oh, my bro- 
ther ! pardon me, my brother, and do iK)t curse 

me. Bid me farewell^ Juan, bid me farewell 

't 

for ever — I love you, Juan, I love you too 
much ! — Now I can live no more, 'Juan, I can 
live no more — Farewell! farewell! farewell!^ 
Apd flinging from bis arms, as if from a serpent 
that had suddenly stUng her to the heart, she 
uttered another shriek, and fled through the 
burning door by which she had entered. 

Juan remained fixed to the spot, as if struck 
by a thunderbdlt; and before he could banish 
the words of the thrice-unhappy victim of passion 
from his ears, there rushed into the chamber, 
with furious shouts, a rabble of Spanish soldiers, 
blood-stained, and begrimed with smoke and 



i 



272 . COJIXES. OR i 



. > * 



cinders, the leader of whom stniefc ib&.OUfttu- 

dead with a single thrust of bi« spefNTj* wibU^ ^l»^ : 

others rushed upon Juan» some crying ^o«i|ui[»C 

kill, and others to spare him. ^ :^mK 

^' Hands off !" cried Najara, throwing bimasU'j 
betwixt them and Juan. ^' Remember ord^iafi^. 
— the general's orders ! — The king, sefior Juaii?.i 
Where is the king ?^ 

'^ Unhand me, villains !^^ cried Juan, endea* ^ 
vouring to shake off the soldiers who held him j 
fast, while Befo attempted vainly to give him 
assistance:—*' Kill me, if you will, but save \ 
my sister, my poor sister — Quick ! f(M" the lo«e 
of Heaven, quick T he cried, observing i^ioe. .^ 
dart towards the door through which she had 
vanished : " Cortes will reward you — save her ! 
save her !" 

" Follow them, Bemal, man,^ cried Najara 
to the historian, who had just plucked his 
spear from the body of Techeechee— ** What 
dost thou with slaying grey-headed Indians? 
Follow La Monjonaza, — five hundred crowns. 
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l^thy trotFf, and caH them five thousand 
-*4d bi^ tbar recovers her alive ! Ah, sefior 

r 

JnkuAtjhHr^doghas more brains than yourself. 

r 

But for his howling, yoti must eVd have roasted, 
nkkM. Gome along, come along — be of good 
h0tBft; thifre id no fear now of either axe or 
rop^'* ■ 

With such words as these, he drew Juan 
f roin the cfaamber, and supporting his tottering 
steps between himself and another, and bidding 
th§ r6st of the party to surround them, so as to 
guard agkinst any outbursting of rage from 
their exd^ted companions, he bore hiin from the 
sc^0 of Udodshed and conflagration. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Ths assault upon the garden and paliace of 
Guatitnozin, though the last blow given to bis 
power, it has not been thought needful to de- 
scribe in any of its details. It is well known 
that the occasion was used by the few nobles of 
the empire who yet survived, to withdraw their 
monarch wth his family from the island, in the 
vain hope of reaching the main land, through a 
line of brigan tines and armed piraguas. It 
is also well known, that, notwithstanding the 
stratagem with which these faithful barbarians 
essayed to protect the last of their native lords, 
by exposing their own defenceless gondolas to 
destruction, he was captured, in consequence of ^! 
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his magnanimous self-devotion, and transferred 
with his trembling family, from his royal pi- 
ragua to the galley of Garci Holguin. 

Drums, trumpets, falconets, fire-arms, and 
human voices at once proclaimed the importance 
of the capture, and the triumph of the victors ; 
and with all the speed of sails and oars, the 
fortunate cavalier bore his prize towards the 
nearest landing in possession of the Spaniards, 
deriding and even defying the claim set up by 
Sandoval, as the superior officer, to the honour 
of presenting the prisoner to the Captain-Ge- 
neral. Long before he had reached the palace 
of Axajacatl, it was known throughout the 
whole city that Guatimozin was in the hands of 
the besiegersr The warriors who still fought 
in the garden, beheld the surrender on the lake, 
instantly threw down their arms, and submitted 
with sullen indifference to the fate they had long 
anticipated. With the interview betwixt the 
king and the conqueror all readers are fami- 
liar. The Captain- General, sumptuously 
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direesed, apd in the midst of 3uc|i , statue* as 
could be prepared for ao occasion so imposiogi r. 
received the |MJsoner, vin whose wasted %fir^.. 
and dejected countenance it was not possible .^ 
to recognise the half- forgotten Olin,) in t^ 
hall of the palace of Axajacatl» where his an^ 
cestors had been kings and princes, but intp-^ 
which he now entered a captive and vassal.. 
The Captain-General received him not onl,y 
with respect, but with an appearance of sym- 
pathy and kindness. In truth, he could not but 
admire the fortitude of his youthful foe;. and, 
he reflected, not without exultation, that if hi^ . 
desperate resistance had increased the pains <and '. 
perils of conquest, and frequently dashed all ^ 
hopes of success, it had made his owii trinmpb ..? 
a thousand times more glorious. He descended . 
from his chair of state, and raising the dejected • 
captive from the floor, upon which he had flung . 
himself in token of submission, he embraced 
him with many expressions of respect and en- 
couragement. 
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" P^af not— neither for thy life nor citown,^*^' 
he said. ** 'Wiou perceivest, the king of Spain, 
my master, is invincible. Heign still in Mexico ; 
but reign as his vassal.** 

He -would have replaced on the captive's 
head the copilli of gold, which had been brought 
from the gondola and put into his hand ; but 
Guatimozin rejected it with a melancholy 
gesture, saying, 

** Itis the Teuctli's — I am no more the kins:. 
Malintzin ! be merciful to the people of Mexico : 
they are now slaves. Have pity also on the 
women and children that come from the palace ; 
for they are of the household of Montezuma. 
As for myself, Malintzin, hearken to what I 
say. The kings of Mexico have all died ; 
when they gave their breath to heaven, the 
crown was on their front, and the sceptres on 
their bosom. Why then should I live, who 
am no longer a krag ? Malintzin, I have fought 
for Mexico, I have shed blood for my country, 
and now I shed tears ; I can do no more foi 
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my p6opk~It is fitting, tberefai^, tbat Ir'SbciiiM 
dk — but I shfofild die like a kto^.'^^^^Ue'teni 
tended his hand, and touched thr jeirdled 
dagger that glittered in tbebaldrfc of id^iSdiie^ 
The action was without any s%q of holtiUt^^ 
and his countenance, now uplifted upoo Cortes'^ 
was bathed with tears. ** Let Malintzin do the 
work — Plunge this dagger into my boaoni, and 
let me depart.'* 

There was something affecting even ta the 
iron-hearted conqueror in the situation and de- 
meanour of the poor infidel, thus beseeching, 
and evidently with as much shicerity as simpli- 
city, a death of honour after a life of p^ 
triotism ; and Cortes would have renewed his 
caresses and assurances of friendships had not 
his ears been that moment struck by voices 
without, pronouncing the name of Juan Lerma, 
with brutal execrations. He signed to those 
cavaliers who had conducted the monarch to his 
presence, to lead him away ; and a moment after 
Juan Lerma was conducted up to his footstool. 
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Stg^dteU/ fi}iii4defiBi5 overcome peflispa. by tjk9 
texodom^alh fbr vengeance wMch had heralded 
bts^stepfl tor the palaee, as well as by the ex^ 
hmlsti^n of long bodily suffering, he cfid not 
raise his eyes Irom the floor, until he heard 
ihe voice of Cortes prononiiee the flaring 
widrds, — 

^* Juan of Castillejo, I have dose you a 
great wrong. — Yes," he continued, with a 
J€)tid^ voice, when Juan looked up, surprised 
not more by his altered tones than by a name 
so unexpected and unknown, "yes, and let all 
bear witness to my confession j— -I have done 
thee, not one wrong only, but many ; for which 
I heartily repent me, and, before all this assem- 
>blage, do beseech thy fca'givenesB." 
• **My forgiveness, sefior !^' stammered Juan, 
#Mle all the rest looked on in amazement. 

"Thy forgiveness," repeated the conqueror, 
with dfouble emphasis. " Thou hast been be- 
lied to me, bitterly maligned ; but Heaven has 
punished - the slanderer, who slew mine own 
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''Alas, sefior," said Juad; " in hfe ^^deillfaxo^ 
gaaf)!, Guzman confessed to nw-^** - - . ' '"^'" *• 

" Speak not of Gusman— fia-get liuii:^Iii^^ 
ye beard, my masters 1 and well tak«n1n<^^of -^ 
what is spoken ? Now b^one, all, and lei^^* 
me alone with my recovered prodigal^^^-JuaB-^^'' 
Juan Lerma,— Juanof Castill^o,^ be cried/as^ 
soon as the wondering audience had vanished x^'^ 
*^if Guzman have confessed to you, you tbuM' ~ 
know why I have been maddened into wrath^ 
and injustice.— But thy si^r, Juad, where is*- 
thy sister? my poor Magdalena? Ah, Juan; 
it was but a fiendish aberraticMi, ihat set me — 
against the chtliof . my sister *** ' \^-- 

With these words, he threw hims^ vrpm- 
Juan^s necky^md embraced hijtn with aferv&ttr £ 
that indicated.the. return of all his old affbcftioni, -^^^ 
uttering a thousand exclamations, in which h«r' •: 
' mingled recurrences to the past with many a re« ~ 
ference to.the presait Jind future* " This will . 
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be,« gild ^ to Catalma, tat she eter loved 
tbee— dolt that I was, to think that her love 
coul4 be rAHght but a math^'s ! My fitther, 
Juan, my father, loo ! his gray hairs will yet 
be li^ in a grave of joy ; for he shall behold 
the son of his daughter seated ia the inheri- 
tance of a noble father. And thy sister — she 
diall ^bine with the proudest and noblest. — I 
knew tbee upon the eauseway, too, though I 
was left in a coma, and half expiring. We 
have full proof of thy claims. — And thy prin- 
cess, too— dost thou remember the silver cross ?" 
taking it from his bosom— ^^ Were there a 
duk^^s son demanded her, she should be thine. 
— Wbal bo ; some one bring me— but, nay«<^ 
thv sister, Juan ! does she not live ?'^ 

Juan was stunned^ stupified, bewildered, by 
a trmsformation in his own character, and in 
the feelings of the general, so sudden and so 
marvellous. Yet he strove to reply to the last 
question, and was in the act of uttering a bro- 
ken and hasty ex|daiiation, when a loud cry 



289 coRXfis, oil > 

cavie from the pasdage, andTttshing. c^^/tlM^y 
beheld a party of soldiers bearings. In a tit|^.<^ 
robes torn from the bunrii^ palace^ Ithe bodf^ 
nr the living frame, they knew tjot which^ of 
the unhappy nuo, over whom the penit^t Gf^ 
gorio w^s bitterly lamenting. ,0 

It wa» indeed Magdalena» her garjpaeats 
scorched, her face like the face of the dying. 
Yet she did not seetn to have sulSered from th^ 
flames. The soldiers had found her jn a part 
of the palace not touched by the fire, ainl.s^atce 
invaded by the smoke; and perhaps a subtle 
physidan would have traced her ^Ireadf^iooa*^ 
dition ratl>er to some overpoweripg convqkJM 
of spirit than to any physical injury. She wa? 
indeed dyings the victim of contending pasi^ek9r%, 
with which the education of a cWifi*er hai4 so^UJ 
fitted her to contend. • •■? 

We will not speak of the meeting of Juan 
and his dark-eyed proselyte. It tcieit place 
beside the couch of the dying girl, who, for fove 
of him, had given up the vows of religion and 
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l(be f aUtf of ^ worn to, «nd pemh ed with fretis^i, 
iAef»ifih€^ discovered that that love wa& tN6re 
thsn the lov'^ of a sister* 
' At nightfall, and while she still lay inseti- 
siUe, save that a faint moan occasional! j Irem* 
bled from her lips, there arose a tempest of 
lightning, thunder, and rain, far exceeding in 
violence any that had before burst over the 
heads of the Spaniards, and which Bernal Diaz 
has recorded in his history, as having been the 
most dreadful that ever confounded his mind 
and senses. It seemed as if the warlike divini- 
ties of Mexico were now taking leave of their 
broken altars and subjugated people, with a 
df flpky of sttasgth artd fbry, never more to be 
eiCercised* It ceased not until midnight, and 
then only when it had discharged a boH that 
shook the island to its foundation, and tumbled 
many a ruined cabin and dilapidated palace 
4}poo the heads of their unhappy inmates^ 

It was in the midst of this conflict of the 
elements, that the broken spirit passed from Its 
weary prison ; and what had been beauty and 
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amctfern, genius and passion, became a clod, to 

.• . • , ." ''1 
claim kindred with its fellow of the valley. It 

was better, indeed, that she should thus perish : 

for her nature was above that of earth, and even 

the passion that destroyed her, pure, enthusi- 

asric, and devoted as it was, was unworthy the 

■ , ' • '-"^ 
spirit it had subdued. It was such as is the 

molewarp to the rose-bush, or the myrtle-tree, 

which he can destroy by burrowing at their 

roots, even when the winter^s blast can scarce 

• ' ' ' '{ 
rive away a branch. 

The remains of this ill-fated being were in- 
terred upon a sequestered hill, west of Mexico, 
where Gregorio Castillejo buitt a hermitage, and 
moomed over her for the few years he survived 
her. He left the odour of sanctity behind him, 
and the hermitage is now forgot in the chapel 
built upon its site, and dedicated to Our Lady 
de los Remedios. To this place Cortes with- 
drew, with his whole army, in order that the 
ruined city might be purified of corses and 
rubbish, that rendered it horrible even to a 
soUier^ DO longer inflamed by the fire of battle. 



THE FALL OF MEXICO. ^f^ 



He soon, however removed to XapbiniiUu>| l}p|| 

( . • " • 

Field of Flowers, where the time of the pi|ri^p«*, 

• I* 

lion was devoted to solemn r^oieings and pro* 

' '*' • •' r": . " ' 
fane festivities. 

To all those who may yet be disposed to 
consider our account of the strength and 
splendour of the empire of Montezuma as 
fabulous, we recommend no better study than 
the honest, worthy, and single-minded historian 
Bernal Diaz del Castillo, who lived to coni- 
plete his Historia Verdadera, fifty years after- 
wards, in the loyal city of Guatimala, in which 
he held the honourable post of Regidor, the 

venerable, and, at that period, almojst the 

* ' . ... 

sole survivor of the followers of Cortes. He 
has recorded one striking proof of the vast 
multitudes, of pagans that had been concen*- 
trated within the island of Mexico. After 
averring, with a solemn oath, tba after the 
fall of the city, the streets, house squares, 
courts, and canals, were so covered with dead 
bodies, that it was impossible to move without 
treading upon them, he relates, that, Coites 
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having ordered all who ^survived, prinoipQlljr 
women and children^ and die wountle^y toetirt 
cuate the city, preparatory to its pumfioa^o'oi 
^ for three days and three nights, all the^ttset 
ways were full of the wretched fugitivefi^i who 
were so weak and sickly, so squalid and p&sAt 
lential, that it was misery to behold thent^' 
Three broad highways, covered, for the. space 
of three days and nights, by a movii^'massof 
widows and orphans, the trophies of a gallant 
achievement ! the first fruits of the ambition of 
a single individual ! 

As Bernal Diaz retained, to the last, a jea« 
lous regard for the honour of his leader, this 
friendly weakness, taken into co^siderafioh 
along with the infirmities of memory in^fdebf 
to his advanced age, may perhaps accouYirt' 
for his failure to complete the story of JMn 
Lerma. He may have recollected, as is oftittIF 
the case with an old man, the earliest fadts 
of the story, while the later ones slipped 
entirely from his mind. 

Of Cortes himself, it is scarce necessary to 
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^pptii'{2e the i^adet^ that he lived to subdue 
cn:hi?r empires, and experience the ingraititude 
of af monftrph, whose favour he had so amply 
merited* He fotigbt for renowD, for his kinig, 
and for heaven. Heaven alone can judge tlie 
merit of his acts, for men are yet unwilling to 
sit in judgment upon the brave; his king re- 
quited him with insults and positive oppres- 
sion ; and fame has placed him among those 
who have trodden out the wine^press of human 
desolation, and live in marble. 

As for the young Count of Castillejo, his 
claims to the inheritance of his father were too 
well substantiated to be resisted ; and the crimes 
q( QjRegQvio had left none to oppose. As ft 
SMtbor^itiate in the work of conquest, there was 
HQtbi«ig ia bim to be feared ; and when he bore 
from a land he could only remember with 
sorrow, a bride whose father had borne the 
witching name of king, he was received with 
as much favour, and distinguished by as many 
honours, as any other ConquistadoTy who trans- 



